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La Frontera

M E N S A J E  D E  L A  
P R E S I D E N TA  /  M E S S A G E  
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

Estimados y estimadas integrantes de 
la ABS, 
Desde hace once meses he estado al 
frente de los trabajos de la ABS. Este 
ha sido un enorme privilegio pero 
también ha sido un gran reto. El reto 
ha sido estar al pendiente de los 
constantes asuntos que se presentan, 
consultar a los y las integrantes de la 
Junta Directiva y tomar las decisiones 
correspondientes. En este periodo toco 
el turno a tres enormes tareas, entre 
otras. Una fue finalmente que se 
publicaran los estatutos (ByLaws) que 

nos rigen una vez que fueron 
aprobados en la reunión en Reno, 
Nevada. La segunda fue revisar y 
firmar el convenio con la Universidad 
de Viena, quienes son los responsables 
de llevar a cabo la Segunda 
Conferencia Mundial de la ABS del 10 
al 14 de julio del 2018 en Viena, 
Austria y Budapest, Hungría. La 
tercera fue llevar a cabo la contienda 
para la elección del quien ocupara la 
secretaria ejecutiva de nuestra 
asociación en el periodo 2017-2021. 
Cada una de estas tareas significo una 
responsabilidad y dejo una grata 
experiencia para quienes participamos 
en ellas, sobretodo el llevar a cabo 
procesos democráticos, representativos 
y transparentes.  
También nos tocó, desde esta posición, 
ser testigos del inicio de tiempos 
diferentes y quizá difíciles para la 
humanidad. La incertidumbre que ahora 
nos aqueja se ha intensificado ante la 
amenaza de que las fronteras en el 
mundo se vuelvan más rígidas y más 
demandantes. Desafortunadamente 
pareciera que ahora nuestro propósito 
como asociación tiene mucho más 
campo de acción y mucha más 
pertinencia.  El regreso al nacionalismo 

que se avizora trae consigo nuevos 
problemas y nuevas temáticas que 
seguramente ocuparan nuestras agendas 
de investigación en los años porvenir. 

Esta nueva agenda  de investigación nos 
acentúa los retos que ya tenemos como 
asociación. Uno de ellos es el que 
nuestros encuentros/resultados se 
traduzcan en acciones públicas. Es decir, 
que nuestro trabajo trascienda y llegue 
a quienes toman decisiones. Esto, sin 
duda requiere de un esfuerzo adicional, 
y hace más esencial el compartir las 
distintas experiencias. 

Nuevamente reitero mi compromiso y 
los exhorto a trabajar en ello.      

¡Nos vemos en San Francisco!

Saludos cordiales, 

Dra. Patricia Barraza
Presidenta de la ABS 2016-2017
Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez
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MENSAJE DE LA 
PRESIDENTA ELECTA 

Estamos a unos días de iniciar 
nuestra conferencia anual 
cincuenta y nueve (ABS 59th / 
WSSA Annual Conference). El 
evento tendrá lugar del 12 al 
15 de abril de 2017 en San 
Francisco, California en el 
hotel Hyatt Regency San 
Francisco (Embarcadero). En 
una era donde los estudios 
fronterizos han tomado especial 
importancia, las discusiones 
que aquí se lleven a cabo 
resultan cruciales para avanzar 

nuestro entendimiento sobre 
las fronteras y sus habitantes 
(los fronterizos), además de 
facilitar el diálogo sobre temas 
relevantes para fomentar la 
estabilidad, el desarrollo, la 
justicia, y las relaciones 
armónicas entre las distintas 
naciones del mundo.

Este año tenemos 55 eventos 
programados, entre paneles, 
reuniones plenarias, mesas 
redondas, presentaciones de 
libros y otros eventos 
especiales. En este espacio 
organizaremos cuatro sesiones 
plenarias que reflejan las 
temáticas de más actualidad en 
el desarrollo de las fronteras 
mundiales: 1) Brexit y la “Re-
borderización” en Europa; 2) 
Nuevos Muros y Nuevos 
Nacionalismos; 3) La Peligrosa 
Travesía de los Refugiados en el 
Mundo; y 4) El Futuro de 
Norteamérica: Integración o 
Construcción de Nuevas 

Fronteras. Participarán en la 
conferencia académicos y 
pensadores representando a 
todos los continentes del 
mundo, así como a las 
diferentes ideologías y 
corrientes de pensamiento. La 
Asociación para los Estudios 
Fronterizos (Association for 
Borderlands Studies) 
constituye un espacio plural 
para la discusión de todo tipo 
de ideas relacionadas con los 
diferentes aspectos de las 
fronteras globales—terrestres, 
marítimas, ideológicas, 
económicas, etc.

El contexto internacional 
actual plantea retos 
importantes para los estudios 
fronterizos y sobre todo para la 
paz, el desarrollo, la seguridad 
y la convivencia armónica 
entre las naciones. Las políticas 
antiinmigrantes en Estados 
Unidos, Europa y otros países, 
los nuevos nacionalismos, así 

como la construcción de muros 
y la reconstrucción de fronteras 
en regiones que habían estado 
avanzado positivamente para 
eliminarlas (Europa en 
particular), nos plantean la 
necesidad de hacer una 
reflexión profunda. También 
nos incitan a buscar soluciones 
creativas para un mejor manejo 
de las fronteras globales en una 
era donde por momentos se 
vislumbra la guerra, o por lo 
menos se anticipan graves 
conflictos y divisiones que 
afectarían al crecimiento 
mundial, así como a la 
estabilidad y la convivencia 
productiva entre las personas y 
las naciones.

El tema de la conferencia de 
este año: ¿Puentes o Muros? 
Un Debate sobre las Fronteras 
Abiertas en el Siglo XXI, 
parece sugerente y 
controversial considerando las 
nuevas dinámicas que 

ABS/59th WSSA Annual Conference
April 12-15, 2017 - San Francisco, California
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observamos hoy en día en el 
mundo. La política migratoria 
y las acciones de política 
exterior del presidente de los 
Estados Unidos de América, 
así como las acciones de otros 
gobiernos negando la 
posibilidad de entrada a 
refugiados en enormes 
condiciones de vulnerabilidad, 
nos sorprenden y nos invitan al 
diálogo constructivo y a la 
búsqueda de soluciones desde la 
academia y las demás 
profesiones afines a esta 
problemática. En un mundo 
donde las fronteras 
comenzaban a abrirse en la 
búsqueda de la paz y la 
prosperidad, observamos ahora 
una especie de regresión que 
podría llevarnos a escenarios 
poco alentadores y a 
condiciones de vida sub-
óptimas.

La Asociación para los 
Estudios Fronterizos se 
conforma como un espacio 
abierto, incluyente, dispuesto a 
la construcción de puentes y no 
de murallas. Ante una nueva 
realidad internacional, nuestra 
organización establece 
claramente su postura en un 
manifiesto que incluimos en la 
presente publicación. Los 
miembros de la Asociación y su 
junta directiva manifestamos 
terminantemente nuestro 
desacuerdo con las políticas de 
exclusión y con las acciones 
ejecutivas o de cualquier tipo 
que discriminen en contra de 
pueblos, creencias o individuos 
de cualquier raza o que 
profesen cualquier religión. 
Nuestra organización se 
construye y se mueve con base 
en el diálogo, el respeto a las 
diferencias y la solidaridad 

para con aquellos que más lo 
necesitan.

En el presente contexto, y como 
miembro de esta organización, 
manifiesto también mi 
preocupación por el diseño de 
políticas divisivas y reitero mi 
compromiso para con los 
ciudadanos del mundo que 
requieren de un espacio de 
refugio al huir de la violencia, 
la pobreza, la guerra y la 
inseguridad. Me uno a quienes 
no creen en soluciones 
unilaterales que dividen a los 
pueblos y 
discriminan en 
contra de los 
más 
vulnerables o 
de aquellos que son o piensan 
de manera diferente. La 
Asociación para los Estudios 
Fronterizos nació como una 

organización inclusiva y 
abierta porque creemos que 
nuestras diferencias nos 
enriquecen, y la solidaridad, el 
desarrollo del conocimiento y la 
justicia son nuestros 
principales valores. Estudiamos 
las fronteras y a su gente, y 
apoyamos la construcción de 
puentes que nos unen y nos 
engrandecen, y no de murallas 
que nos dividen y nos ofenden.

                 *     *     *

Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera

University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, UTRGV

Neighbourhood Perceptions of the Ukraine Crisis: From the Soviet Union into Eurasia?

Lecture | April 11 | 4:30-6:30 p.m. | 223 Moses Hall

Speakers:   Katarzyna Stoklosa, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and Public Management, 
Centre for Border Region Studies, University of Southern Denmark, Sønderborg; Jussi Laine, Assistant Professor 
of Multidisciplinary Border Studies at the Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland; James Scott, Professor 
of  Multidisciplinary  Border  Studies  at  the  Karelian  Institute,  University  of  Eastern  Finland;  Gerhard Besier, 
Director,  Sigmund Neumann Institute  (Berlin,  Dresden,  Flensburg);  Steen  Bo  Frandsen,  Head of  Centre  for 
Border Region Studies, University of Southern Denmark, Sønderborg

Sponsor:  Institute of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies (ISEEES)

Recent events in Ukraine and Russia and the subsequent incorporation of Crimea into the Russian state, with the 
support of some circles of inhabitants of the peninsula, have shown that the desire of people to belong to the 
Western part of Europe should not automatically be assumed. Discussing different perceptions of the Ukrainian-
Russian war in neighbouring countries, this book offers an analysis of the conflicts and issues connected with the 
shifting of the border regions of Russia and Ukraine to show how ‘material’ and ‘psychological’ borders are 
never completely stable ideas. The contributors - historians, sociologists, anthropologists and political scientists 
from across Europe - use an interdisciplinary and comparative approach to explore the different national and 
transnational perceptions of a possible future role for Russia.
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Statement of the Association for 
Borderlands Studies

The  Association  for  Borderlands  Studies,  a  global 
interdisciplinary  scholarly  association  committed  to  the 
advancement  of  knowledge  of  border  regions  and  the 
furtherance  of  transborder  cooperation  among  human 
communities,  expresses  its  profound  concern  with  recent 
sovereigntist  policies  adopted  by  the  United  State 
Government—inclusive  of  highly  restrictive  immigration 
enforcement policies, indifference to refugees, unaccompanied 
minors and vulnerable groups; and renewed focus on walling 
off the U.S. border with Mexico. These new policies, coupled 
to the American President’s well documented disparagement 
of Mexican and Latino migrants, have already inflicted severe 
damage on U.S. relations with Mexico.  They are corrosive of 
bilateral  cooperation  and  a  serious  threat  to  decades  of 
governmental,  commercial,  and civil  society  investment  in 
cross-border  collaboration  and  mutual  understanding.  The 
adverse  effect  of  these  policies  is  already  evident  at  the 
professional level as Mexican institutions (understandably) 
re-evaluate their financial support for scholarly engagement 
with U.S. counterparts.

As  a  professional  society  with  deep  roots  in  the  scholarly 
analysis of the U.S.-Mexico border and other borderlands in 
the world, we condemn these new policies and attitudes in 
the strongest terms.  The Association expresses its profound 
gratitude  for  the  sustained  support  of  our  Mexican  and 
Latino colleagues and other scholars of the many nationalities 
that may be adversely affected by these policies.  At this key 
moment in history, with ethno-nationalist  and exclusionist 
movements on the rise in North America and Europe, it has 
never been more important to stand together and collaborate 
in the advancement of an understanding of border societies 
and the dynamics of social engagement in and across border 
regions.

Pronunciamiento de la Asociación de 
Estudios Fronterizos

La  Asociación  de  Estudios  Fronterizos,  una  asociación 
académica interdisciplinaria global dedicada al conocimiento 
de  las  regiones  fronterizas  y  al  avance  de  la  cooperación 
transfronteriza  entre  comunidades  humanas,  expresa  su 
profunda  preocupación  por  la  políticas  soberanistas 
adoptadas por el gobierno de los Estados Unidos, incluyendo 
políticas  migratorias  restrictivas  e  indiferentes  hacia  los 
refugiados, menores no acompañados, y grupos vulnerables; 
además de un interés renovado por  amurallar la frontera con 
México. Estas nuevas políticas, en combinación con las muy 
conocidas diatribas del Presidente de los Estados Unidos en 
contra de los inmigrantes mexicanos y Latinos, han dañado 
severamente  las  relaciones  de  Estados  Unidos  con México. 
Todo esto corroe la cooperación bilateral y es una amenaza 
seria  para  décadas  de  colaboración  transfronteriza  y 
entendimiento mutuo entre gobiernos, empresas, y sociedad 
civil. Los efectos adversos de estas políticas son ya evidentes a 
nivel  profesional   debido  a  la  decisión  de  instituciones 
mexicanas de re-evaluar el financiamiento para programas de 
vinculación académica con sus contrapartes estadounidenses.

Como una organización profesional con raíces profundas en 
el análisis académico de la frontera México-Estados Unidos y 
otras  regiones  fronterizas  del  mundo,  condenamos  
enérgicamente  estas  nuevas  políticas  y  actitudes.  La 
Asociación  expresa  su  profunda  gratitud  por  el  apoyo 
sostenido  de  nuestros  colegas  mexicanos  y  Latinos  y  de 
colegas  de  otras  nacionalidades  que  podrían  ser  afectados 
adversamente  por  estas  políticas.  En  este  momento 
trascendental  en  la  historia,  con  movimientos  etno-
nacionalistas  y  excluyentes  en  ascenso  en  Norteamérica  y 
Europa,  nunca  ha  sido  más  importante  la  unidad  y  la 
colaboración  para  el  avance  del  conocimiento  de  las 
sociedades fronterizas y de la dinámica de interacción social 
dentro y a través de las regiones fronterizas.

Dr. Martha Patricia Barraza de Anda 
Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera 
Dr. Francisco Lara 
Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly 
Dr. Stephen Mumme 
Dr. Akihiro Iwashita 

Dr. Jussi P. Laine 
Dr. James W. Scott 
Dr. Joan B. Anderson 
Dr. Adriana Dorfman 
Dr. Christophe Sohn 

Dr. Laurie Trautman 
Dr. Dhananjay Tripathi 
Dr. César Fuentes 
Dr. Chiara Brambilla 
Dr. Tony Payan 
Dr. Lya Margarita Niño Contreras
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A two-day international conference on the 
pertinent theme, ‘Borders and Border 
Studies: The South Asian Perspective’ was 
held at South Asian University (SAU) in 
New Delhi on 6th and 7th March 2017. The 
conference was organised by the 
Department of International Relations of 
the SAU. The conference partners included 
Association for Borderlands Studies (ABS), 
Borders in Globalization (BIG) and 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of 
Asian Studies (MAKAIAS).

The themes explored in the various sessions of 
the conference juxtaposed borders against the 
motifs of identity, migration, security and 
political economy.
Through the culmination of the two days it 
became apparent that borders extend beyond 
physical divisions or demarcations between/
within states and they can be psychological as 
well. A case was made for analysing borders 
through multiple lenses of trade, gender and 
other critical approaches. The intellectual debates 
and discourse sought to forge a distinct 
understanding of borders in the South Asian 
region while, seeking to link these concepts to the 
wider body of literature on border studies, so as 
to avoid total exceptionalism. The participation 
of international guests from across South Asia 
and Europe enhanced such discussions and 
streamlined the focus that border studies as a 
discipline should charter in the region. Dr. 
Kavita Sharma, the President of SAU summed 
up the essence of the conference, stating that the 
rigidity of political borders has created 

monolithic structures. Hence, a reorientation of 
the framework to study borders is germane.

Day One
Inaugural Session
The conference commenced with a welcome 
speech by the Chair of the inaugural session, 
Prof. Rajen Harshe. Prof. Harshe noted the 
growing importance of border studies as a 
cutting edge area in the field of International 
Relations due to the advent of globalization. This 
was followed by a brief welcome and 
introduction to the conference by Dr. Siddharth 
Mallavarapu, Chairperson of the Department 
of International Relations, SAU. Dr. 
Mallavarapu set the tone for the conference by 
outlining the aim of the conference as securing 
border studies from the gambit of security 
studies alone. The theme of approaching border 
studies from an interdisciplinary approach 
resonated in other addresses during the day as 
well.
Dr. Jussi P. Laine, Executive Secretary of ABS 
and Prof. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, Principal 
Investigator of the BIG and Chief Editor of 
Journal of Borderlands Studies (JBS) also 
delivered an introduction to the conference 
during the inaugural session.  Dr. Laine shared 
his vision of developing the ABS to reflect a 
global membership. He highlighted the role of the 
conference in helping break the traditional US/
EU-centric dialogues to enhance learning from 
other regions and locations such as South Asia. 
Prof. Brunet-Jailly in his introductory speech 
laid out the details of the BIG programme. 

The keynote address in the inaugural session 
was delivered by Prof. Sanjay Chaturvedi, 
Professor of Political Science at Panjab 
University, Chandigarh. In his address, Prof. 
Chaturvedi noted that although the discipline of 
Border Studies has grown from strength to 
strength it is not reflected in the case of South 
Asia. Firstly, the term border is considered a 
taboo in the region and secondly the Indian 
narrative of borders has been largely considered 
as the South Asian narrative. However, he views 
the setting up of the South Asian University as a 
welcome change. Its commitment to ‘knowledge 
without borders’ is promising. He highlighted 
the need for a South Asian contribution to the 
theory of borders by drawing upon the tradition 
and cultures in the region. This also will be an 
excellent opportunity to move from the 
understanding of borders as an institution to 
complex social structures. Prof. Chaturvedi also 
outlined few key ideas from the works of John 
Agnew who necessitates the existence of borders 
as a check against homogenisation and 
hegemonisation. He also noted the importance of 
the concept of human security as against the 
dominant national narrative where borders are 
spaces of dwellings and not boundaries for 
nationalism. Prof. Chaturvedi also flagged a 
number of themes important to border studies in 
South Asia such as border resolution as in the 
case of the Indo-Bangladesh border, maritime 
borders, geo-economics in the region in the form 
of One Belt One Road (OBOR), climate borders 
and hydro-borders. He concluded his keynote 
address by pointing out the need to de-
territorialise imaginations and articulate new 

Conference Report  // Two-Day International Conference 

Borders and Border Studies: 
The South Asian Perspective 
6-7 March 2017 -  South Asian University, New Delhi

- Monica Verma and Panuganty Sai Ramya
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spatial geographies of peaceful coexistence in 
South Asia. Dr. Shweta Singh, Assistant 
Professor in the department of International 
Relations, SAU proposed the vote of thanks at 
the end of the inaugural session. 

SESSION I: BORDERS & IDENTITIES 
The first session of the conference titled ‘Borders 
and Identities’ engaged with the complex 
relationship arising between state and society. 
The session was chaired by the Research 
Director at the South Asia Forum for Human 
Rights, Ms. Rita Manchanda. Ms. Vaishali 
Raghuvanshi, the first presenter, analysed 
borders through the medium of cinema, in 
contrast to the traditional statist interpretation. 
The second presentation made by Dr. Medha 
Bisht employed the concepts of space, place and 
landscape to analyse non-static nature of 
borders using Bhutan as a case study. The third 
presenter, Dr. Imankalyan Lahiri dealt with 
borders at a sub-regional level—specifically 
looking at the relations between Bangladesh and 
the Indian state of West Bengal, by using 
language as a marker. Engaging with Dr. 
Lahiri’s presentation, the Chair raised a 
pertinent question that although nostalgia exists 
at the border based on language, no concrete 
efforts have occurred to reunite Bangladesh with 
West Bengal, indicative of the gap between 
psychological borders and politics. 

PARALLEL SESSION I: BORDERS & 
POLITICAL ECONOMY 
The session addressed the theme of Borders and 
Political Economy. Under the moderation of Dr. 
Prabhash Ranjan the session was composed of 
five presentations. The various presentations 
looked at the role of borders in intraregional 
trade and connectivity, the legacy of colonial 
boundaries and the impact of borders on 
regional and sub regional integration. Political 
economy of trade especially informal trade and 
monetary exchange were analyzed in border 
regions such as the Ladakh region, Indo-
Bhutanese and Indo-Myanmar border regions. 
Dr. Jegan Nathan presented a succinct analysis 
of the Ladakh region and the implication of 
China’s OBOR for sub-regional trade and 
connectivity. Ms. Sampurna Goswami added to 
the discussion on sub-regional integration by 
exploring the role of functionalism in the case of 
Indo-Myanmar border. The session also engaged 
with the colonial legacy of drawing borders and 
its implications for the reverse regional 
integration in the region through a paper 
presented by Mr. Sachin N. Pardhe. 

SESSION II: DEFINING BORDERS, 
BOUNDARIES AND BORDERLANDS 
The second session of the conference looked at 
the concept of borders, boundaries and 
borderlands. It was chaired by Dr. Siddharth 
Mallavarapu and composed of five 
presentations. The session was initiated with the 
presentation of Prof. Sreeradha Datta who made 
a case for developing border haats on the India-
Bangladesh borders into a community living 
system. The session also incorporated 
conceptual discussions with Dr. Jussi Laine 
suggesting to replace the quest of finding a 
metatheory of borders with a more 
multidisciplinary approach that analyses borders 
in a holistic way. An interesting presentation was 
made by Dr. Krishnendra Meena who explained 

the marginalization of borderland communities 
by using narratives from his field trip to 
Jaisalmer. The presentations of Dr. Dhananjay 
Tripathi and Mr. Uddipta Ranjan Boruah 
engaged with the theme of borders in South Asia. 
Dr. Tripathi surveyed the understanding of 
borders from pre-partition to the post-partition 
phase where Mr. Boruah raised the pertinent 
question of long cognitive distances in South 
Asia despite having short physical distances. 

PARALLEL SESSION II: BORDERS AND 
GENDER 
The second parallel session of the conference 
revolved around the theme of ‘Borders and 
Gender’. Dr. Soumita Basu moderated the 
session skilfully. Mr. Basanta Prasad 
Adhikari’s presentation dealt with the children 
left behind by female labour migrants in Nepal. 
Based on the data collected, the presenter 
stated that the children suffered as result of 
their mothers’ absence indicating the 
marginalised role of fathers. In this context, 
questions on the ethical dilemmas of 
interviewing vulnerable populations was 
debated. The second presenter, Ms. Anuradha 
Thapa interrogated the gender insecurity at the 
borderlands using the case of North-Bengal in 
India. The speaker highlighted that the lived 
experiences of the women at this border have 
largely been sidelined. Dr. Sanghita Datta 
presented a paper outlining the complexities of 
statelessness at the India-Bangladesh border 
which have continued, despite the exchange of 
enclaves between the two states in 2015. The 
speaker deemed the role of women at the 
borderland as crucial, given they are heavily 
involved in stone-cutting, a common occupation 
in the region.  

SESSION III: BORDERS & SECURITY 
Dr. Nabarun Roy chaired the third session of 
the conference titled ‘Borders and Security’. 
The first presentation was made by Prof. Hari 
Bansh Jha on the security implications of the 
India-Nepal border. Prof. Jha pointed out that 
polarisation of the Madhesi and elites within 
Nepal resulted in the 2016 blockade at border. 
He called for maintaining an open border and 
ending Nepal’s discriminatory practices against 
the Madhesis. A comprehensive overview of the 
security problems engulfing the border between 
Mexico and USA was provided by Prof. Oscar 
Martinez. Using the case of the border city—
Ciudad Juárez, he depicted how serious security 
issues emanating from the drug cartel were 
directly linked to criminal activity and 
homicides. Prof. Martinez threw light on the 
initiatives taken by the Mexican government to 
curb the violence but, he noted that there exists 
uncertainty at the moment due to President 
Trump coming to power in the US. Dr. Lacin Idil 
Oztig made a distinctive presentation on border 
control at the India-Bangladesh border. Using a 
constructivist approach, Dr. Oztig analysed the 
shoot and kill policy adopted by India against 
illegal border crossings by Bangladeshis. She 
concluded that the right wing parties in India 
called for harsh measures (including use of 
force) while, the left parties called for measures 
stipulated within the law. She maintained that 
non-violence should not be perceived as a norm 
alone and called for a shift in policy which 
preserves human rights. 

Day 2 
SESSION IV: IMAGINING & RE-IMAGINING 
BORDERS 
The first technical session on day two of the 
conference addressed the theme of imagining 
and re-imagining borders. The papers that were 
presented ranged from narrative-based accounts 
of the refugee Bengali community living in New 
Delhi to the statelessness of Indian-Chinese 
community in Kolkata. An interesting take on 
borders was presented by Dr. Parthasarathi 
Bhaumik who drew on the experiences of the 
Bengali community in Myanmar from the gamut 
of literature. Besides the re-imagining of borders 
in South Asia that other presentations did, Dr. 
Joni Virkkunen expanded the scope of 
discussion by raising the question of the refugee 
crisis in Europe and how it has challenged the 
basic principles and values of the European 
Union (EU). The session concluded on a note of 
introspection with the presentation of Dr. Nimmi 
Kurian who underlined the importance of 
engaging with social history through a case 
study of Trans-Himalayan borderlands. 

PARALLEL SESSION IV: BORDERS AND 
MIGRATION 
The first parallel session held on the second day  
of the conference dealt with the theme ‘Borders
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and Migration’ and was moderated by Prof. 
Oscar Martinez. The two presentations engaged 
with migration from varying prisms and locales. 
Dr. Sunil Goyal analysed the discourse on the 
indigenous people (IP) in India and their calls 
for self-determination. He called for improving 
the legal and popular IP discourse as it stands 
today. Dr. Paul Fryer made a compelling 
presentation on the perception of home by 
Central Asian labour migrants in Russia. He 
specifically focused on Kyrgyz migrants who 
form almost 45 per cent of the labour force in 
Russia. Dr. Fryer dabbled with the concept of 
hybrid homes and assessed that these migrants 
perceived homes based on function—wherein 
Kyrgyzstan is their familial home while, their 
Russian home is career oriented. He concluded 
that currently Kyrgyz migrants are leaving given 
the economic slowdown in Russia. 

SESSION V: LIFE, COMMUNITY AND 
ISSUES AT BORDERLANDS
The session engaged with the theme of life, 
community and various issues at borderlands. 
Presentations looked at the experience of the 
borderland communities in the context of Indo-
Bangladesh enclaves, issues of labour mobility at 
the China-Myanmar border, politics of 
conservation in the Kailash Sacred Landscape 
Initiative and impact of partition on population 
geography in Bengal. The presentation by Dr. 
Jayashree Vivekanandan raised questions 
relating to the statist discourse and practices of 
territoriality with regard to the conservation of 
biodiversity hotspots. She argued for the 
inclusion of indigenous value systems in the 
national and regional strategies of conservation. 
Also notable was Ms. Sampurna Bhaumik’s 
presentation on the Indo-Bangladesh borderland 
communities that discussed how the notion of 
identity is different at the centre and periphery, 
where the borders are more real at the periphery 
as they operate in a practical realm.

PARALLEL SESSION V: THE BORDERS WE 
OFTEN DISCUSS
The second parallel session engaged with borders 
that are widely known and disputed. Titled ‘The 
Borders We Often Discuss’, the session was 
chaired by Prof. Sanjeev Kumar. The first 
presenter, Mr. Fawad Poya focused on the 
Durand line dispute between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. He dealt with the legal dimensions, 
paying special attention to international 
conventions and historical agreements 
pertaining to the dispute. A historical narrative 
of the Durand line dispute was presented by Mr. 
Ashraf Bhat. While, Ms. Subhi Mishra dealt 
with the controversial border dispute between 
India and Pakistan. Using the lens of critical 
geopolitics, she engaged with the border dispute 
through a textual analysis of an art exhibit made 
by Salima Hashmi. While, an empirical 
presentation was made by Dr. Sonu Trivedi on 
connecting the borders of South Asia with 
Southeast Asia via Myanmar. Dr. Trivedi 
discussed the progress and limitations of several 
developmental projects undertaken in the 
northeast of India connecting to Myanmar and 
Bangladesh. The connectivity projects Dr. 
Trivedi maintained were ongoing such as the 

Kaladan multi-model transit but several 
challenges remain to make these borders open in 
the true sense. 

Valedictory Session
The proceedings of the conference were 
concluded with a valedictory session on the final 
day. The session was chaired by Prof. Gulshan 
Sachdeva from the School of International 
Studies in Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi. He is also a Jean Monnet Chair and 
Editor-in-Chief of the journal International 
Studies. Professor Gulshan Sachdeva 
initiated the session by discussing regional 
cooperation and border studies in South Asia. 
Presently, South Asia is one of the least 
integrated regions in the world which according 
to Prof. Sachdeva is a result of overemphasis on 
geopolitics in the region at the cost of 
developmental concerns. Especially, with regards 
to Afghanistan, Prof. Sachdeva pointed out the 
need for regional cooperation. He also urged 
academics to produce new concepts and ideas for 
the region which might be utilized later when the 
time is conducive. However, he also cautioned 
against viewing soft borders in the region as 
non-threatening by pointing towards the case of 
Crimea whose loss challenged the notion that 
soft borders would lead to a win-win situation.
Prof. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly who is also a 
Jean Monnet Chair presented the valedictory 
address. The history of borders is 12000 years 
old, Prof. Brunet-Jailly noted. He highlighted the 
role of technology such as the coding of laws and 
invention of chronometer that facilitated the 
process of cartography. He outlined how the 
process of colonization has universalised the 
ideas of sovereignty along with the practice of 
cartography. He also noted the process of 
fragmentation in terms of creation of new states 
after the second world war due to decolonization, 
partition and promotion of self-determination by 
the UN. The International Court of Justice has 
protected this system of states, however Prof. 
Brunet-Jailly pointed out the failure of the court 
in resolving disputes related to ethnic or 
strategic territory in the absence of appropriate 
policy instruments. 

Prof. Brunet-Jailly also discussed the impact of 
information revolution on borders where the 
biometric information capturing has 
transformed individuals into borders and their 
bodies have become passcodes. He also noted the 
impact of globalization on influencing local 
politics and political clout of borderland 
communities which along with technological 
advancement, has weakened the state system. 
According to Prof. Brunet-Jailly, new modernity 
of border studies is the idea of borders as 
frontiers and areas of hybridity, cultural studies 
and humanities. He concluded by noting the 
immense potential of South Asian perspectives 
in enriching discussions by drawing upon their 
experiences from national and colonial periods.
The valedictory session also witnessed a special 
segment of a book launch where Dr. 
Krishnendra Meena, Assistant Professor in the 
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University presented his book, “British 
Geopolitics in the South Atlantic”, an extension 
of his PhD research work. The book looks at the 
British involvement in the South Atlantic region 
after the Second World War. It deals with the 
resource politics in the region that includes 
continued British occupation of islands in the 
region along with islanders’ acceptance of the 
arrangement in return for monetary riches. At 
the end of the valedictory session, Dr. 
Dhananjay Tripathi, coordinator of this 
international seminar delivered a vote of thanks 
to colleagues and student volunteers for helping 
organize a successful conference. He also 
expressed deep gratitude to the conference 
partners that included the Association for 
Borderlands Studies (ABS), Borders in 
Globalization (BIG) and finally Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies 
(MAKAIAS). He also thanked the President and 
Vice President of the South Asian University, 
Registrar, Director of Finance, Chair of the 
Department of International Relations and 
chairs of all the sessions.

*    *    *
For more, please contact Dr. Dhananjay 

Tripathi, dhananjay@sau.ac.in

mailto:dhananjay@sau.ac.in
mailto:dhananjay@sau.ac.in
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NAFTA is a done deal.  It started in 
1994 and culminated in 2009.  Any so-
called renegotiation is inapplicable, 
therefore, of something that has 
already taken its course.  Undoing 
NAFTA is another matter, however.  If 
NAFTA is to be scrapped per Mr. 
Trump’s prescription, this then implies 
undertaking negotiations toward a 
new trilateral trade deal and it should 
therefore be given a new name 
altogether.  Perhaps the North 
American “Fair” Trade Agreement?  
The acronym in this case would 
ironically remain the same, since the 
“two NAFTA’s” would likely end up 
not being an exact mirror of each 
other.  

Over NAFTA’s 15-year implementation 
period and beyond, the Mexican and U.S. 
economies have become intertwined to 
such a degree that to talk about “Mexican” 
car exports, for example, one of Mr. 
Trump’s targets on which he’s suggesting 
imposing a 35% tariff—is to really talk 
about cars made in Mexico with a heavy 
dose of U.S. parts, i.e., it is to talk about a 
U.S.-Mexico, binational, product. 
Mexican automobile production and 
exports incorporate around 40% U.S. 
inputs.  Indeed, the top U.S. export to 
Mexico is motor vehicle parts.  Also, 60% 
of what the U.S. imports from both Mexico 
and Canada are, in turn, incorporated into 
U.S. manufactured goods.  This is now the 
nature of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
manufacturing relationship:  it is a single 
North American supply chain that churns 
out North American goods for North 
American consumers.  Without this North 

American production machine much of the 
existing manufacturing platform in the 
U.S. would be hard pressed to remain cost-
effective in the intensely competitive global 
playing field.  In turn, Mexico’s 
manufacturing export industry, without 
the U.S.-Mexico production sharing 
nexus, would lose a key component of 
what has made it viable in the world 
economy.  This is overwhelmingly 
represented in Mexico’s maquiladora 
sector which now comprises some 5,000 
plants with some 2.7 million workers:  it 
represents 80% of Mexico’s 
manufacturing employment and is 
responsible for 65% of the nation’s 
exports.
If under a U.S. anti-Mexico “Trump tax” 
or “border tax” Mexico were to no longer 
be rationalized in the North American 
production chain and the 2.7 million jobs 
in the maquiladoras, for example, are to 
therefore be assumed away, the question is 
if these jobs would automatically be 
“retrofitted” into the U.S. economy.  On a 
one-to-one basis, the answer would be: no.  
The U.S. production machine, within its 
own borders, is different than that of 
Mexico’s, which is why the production-
sharing nature of the U.S.-Mexico North 
American partnership has worked so well
—the economies complement each other.
Another question altogether however is:  
would 2.7 million Mexican workers 
finding themselves out of a job find a quick 
and equal, or even better, job alternative 
elsewhere in the Mexican economy?  The 
answer is:  probably not.  Would some of 
those workers perhaps choose to look to the 
U.S. for an alternative?  The answer is: 

probably yes, legally or illegally, wall or no 
wall.  The point is this:  a strong North 
American manufacturing sector benefits 
the U.S. as well as Mexico; if you weaken 
the North American nature of this sector, 
you weaken the U.S. as well as the 
Mexican economies and if you weaken the 
Mexican economy, migration to the U.S. 
can potentially spike.
And forget about trying to retrofit 
manufacturing jobs in Mexico back to the 
U.S. since already the $ ½+ trillion in 
annual U.S.-Mexico trade supports close 
to 5 million jobs in the U.S. And it is not 
just about quantifying the jobs tied to 
U.S.-Mexico trade but about the earnings 
behind these jobs.  Manufacturing jobs 
tied to exports in the U.S. contribute on 
average an additional 18% to workers’ 
earnings. Gaining jobs in any economy is 
important, but retaining higher-paying 
jobs—in this case, the U.S. jobs tied to the 
export of motor vehicle parts to Mexico, 
for example—is equally if not more 
important.
Then there are the consumers:  both the 
U.S. and Mexico have gained through 
NAFTA by making goods more affordable 
for consumers thus stretching their 
income.  It has been demonstrated that the 
ultimate protectionist stance taken by the 
average country—such as closing its 
borders to trade altogether—will hit the 
poor the hardest.  Concretely, the estimate 
is that the poorest 10% of consumers 
would lose some 63% of their spending 
power because the poor buy relatively more 
imported goods. 
Still, should Mexico fear a NAFTA 
upheaval?  Or, is the possibility of a new

A Mexican Angle on 
Trump’s Anti-
NAFTA Rhetoric 
- Lucinda Vargas
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round of trilateral trade negotiations 
perhaps a silver lining for Mexico?  Once 
again we should recall that in the 
international trade equation, Mexico not 
just sells to the U.S., it also buys from the 
U.S.  Yes, the U.S. is more important to 
Mexico as an overall export market than 
Mexico is for the U.S.:  80%+ of Mexican 
exports are destined to the U.S. and 
“only” around 16% of U.S. exports are 
destined to Mexico.  Still, at $231 billion, 
this percent does not translate into a 
trivial amount. Also, Mexico is a much 
more important customer for particular 
states and cities within the U.S. Some 
40% of Texas exports are sold to Mexico; 
the corresponding figure is 86% for the 
Texas border city of El Paso.  

Mexico is the top customer for U.S. corn 
(maize), equivalent to purchases of $2.4 
billion a year. In the anti-Mexico Trump-
spirit of things, Mexico is already looking 
to source its corn elsewhere—Argentina 
and Brazil—for example—as part of a 
potential comeback if Mexican products 
are impeded from entering freely into the 
U.S. market as corn is allowed to enter 
Mexico right now.  This is called 
retaliation and, yes, it can lead to a trade 
war once the game is that NAFTA no 
longer dictates the rules of the game.  
Mexico can proceed to argue, moreover, 
that the estimated $25 billion in subsidies 
the U.S. grants its farmers of such 
commodities as corn is already a violation 
of NAFTA: Mexican maize farmers are 
unfairly competing with artificially lower-
priced U.S. corn.

As Mexico looks to diversify its import 
sources of maize—a key commodity for the 
Mexican diet—the country should also 
seize the opportunity to undertake an 
aggressive policy to retool its maize 
production sector to where it could become 
the self-sufficient maize producer it once 
was, for example, up through the 1980’s.  
NAFTA has made Mexico complacent 
about its maize production.  There’s 
nothing wrong in buying from the U.S. 
and sourcing from other countries, but 
there is now an over-reliance on sourcing 
this staple commodity from the U.S.  Yet 
with the right mix of policy tools and 
infrastructure improvements, Mexico’s 
small-scale maize producers can gain 
sufficient competitiveness to increase their 
supply, just as it’s happened with other 
sectors in Mexican farming (tomatoes, 
e.g.) that have enjoyed sufficient 
investment.

The point is this:  is Trump’s anti-NAFTA 
position perhaps the catalyst Mexico needs 
to get its act together to invest in such 
sectors as maize production and even on 
diversifying its export markets by more 
fully exploiting its 12 other Free Trade 
Agreements which encompass 43 
countries? This is not a bad thing.

On Feb. 1st, Mexico launched a 90-day 
consultation process with actors in the 
private sector and civil society to arrive at 
the positions Mexico should take once the 
undoing of NAFTA is brought to the table 
by the United States.  Mexico is now 
thinking of the attack on NAFTA by Mr. 

Trump as an opportunity to simply update 
the agreement.  Of key importance is that 
Mexico has already established a list of 10 
objectives of how it intends to frame any 
new trade negotiations with the U.S., four 
of which are (1) the guarantee that 
Mexican migrants in the U.S. will be 
treated humanely and with respect; (2) the 
condition that any repatriation of 
undocumented Mexican migrants be done 
in an orderly fashion and under 
established official protocols; (3) the 
assurance of the free flow of remittances 
from Mexican migrants to Mexico; and (4) 
the renunciation of any wall between the 
two countries (much less of course 
agreeing to pay for it).

Finally, any new trade deal that Mexico 
sees is inferior to what the existing 
NAFTA conditions provide, simply puts 
Mexico in a position to walk away from 
the negotiations.  And it should if such is 
the case.  Mexico this time around is in a 
much better bargaining position than it 
was in the pre-NAFTA years so it can 
actually come out ahead with a better 
trilateral deal than NAFTA.  Mexico I’m 
sure will insist, as will Canada, that any 
new round of trade negotiations toward a 
new trade deal, not only doesn’t leave the 
country worse off than under NAFTA, but 
actually improves its gains from the new 
deal.  The bottom-line terms are therefore 
very simple.  There is no art to this deal, 
Mr. Trump.

Lucinda Vargas 
New Mexico State University

The 17th Report of the Good Neighbor Environmental Board, Climate Change and Resilient Communities Along the U.S.-
Mexico Border: The Role of the Federal Agencies, is now available on-line:

www.epa.gov/faca/gneb-17th-report-climate-change-and-resilient-communities-along-us-mexico-border-role-federal

or http://irsc.sdsu.edu/good_neighbor.htm

GNEB is a federal advisory panel that reports each year to the President and Congress of the United States about environmental issues of the 
U.S.-Mexico border region. The committee, which includes academics; border elected officials; tribal, NGO, and private sector representatives; 
border state officials; and representatives of the relevant federal agencies, is chaired by Paul Ganster from San Diego State University.  

http://irsc.sdsu.edu/good_neighbor.htm
http://irsc.sdsu.edu/good_neighbor.htm


L A  F R O N T E R A   3 7 ( 2 )

" 	 ABS Executive Secretariat - Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland10

Mexican opposition politician Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador spoke to a large 
crowd on Monday, March 6, in 
Downtown El Paso. The event was part 
of his U.S. tour to protect immigrants 
and human rights. In this reflection, I 
summarize and paraphrase my 
translation and offer an answer to the 
question in this title.

Several hundred people gathered for the event 
at Plaza de los Lagartos/San Jacinto Plaza.

AMLO spoke about the long tradition of, and 
future for, friendship and exchange in the 
borderlands. He criticized phobias and hate 
against immigrants, many of them Mexicans, 
in the United States, especially among a 
segment of conservatives in Texas and other 
states. He said he will issue formal complaints 
with the United Nations Commission for 
Human Rights and the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights about the persecution of 
immigrants and the border wall.

López Obrador, affiliated with the MORENA 
party (National Regeneration Movement), 
offered a multi-point program that he said 
would create a more prosperous future for 
Mexico and the borderlands: First, he said, 
regeneration requires an end to corruption.

His proposals about the borderlands contained 
more detail. He spoke extensively about 
creating a free-trade zone at Mexico’s 
northern border, building on historic 
precedents, which he outlined fully. In that 
zone, sales tax (the IVA) would be similar to 
the tax on the U.S. side (about 8% in many 
Texas cities) to stimulate fair and equitable 
investment.

Nationwide, he proposed the immediate 
doubling of minimum wages (now only 80 
pesos per day) and lowering of gasoline prices. 
Referring to the auto industries, connected in 
both Mexico and the U.S., López Obrador 
cited the glaring tenfold wage difference and 
said those levels should gradually converge.

Interestingly, AMLO said nothing about 
NAFTA (or the TLC, as it is known in its 
Spanish acronym). As reported Feb. 20 on 
the Mexican scholars’ forum, Mexico is 
prepared to walk away from renegotiation, 
instead moving toward repeal and a hoped-for 
replacement. Mexico wants a fairer agreement 
plus more bilateral trade agreements with 
other countries to diversify its economy and 
independence.

AMLO spoke of the painful, tragic deaths in 
the absurd war against organized crime. He 
did not forget to mention feminicidios.

López Obrador, former head of Mexico’s 
Federal District, has run for president twice: 
In 2006, when he lost by 0.5% of the vote in a 
widely disputed outcome, and in 2012. Both 
times, he was the candidate of the PRD (Party 
of the Democratic Revolution). Mexico’s 
president serves a six-year term and wins by 
plurality, not majority, in a multi-party 
system.

I asked people in the audience about his 
prospects for winning the 2018 election and 
received a variety of answers, from “he has no 
chance of winning” to “he already won in 
2006, but his victory wasn’t acknowledged.” 
Others made comments like “I will vote for 
him the third time, and with the third 
attempt, he will win.” Mexico has seen the 
rise of political outsiders running as 
independents and winning several state 
governorships. One person predicted that a 
well-known human rights outsider will run. 
All in all, a multitude of candidates will once 
again produce a victor with less than 40 
percent of the total vote, perhaps even less 
than 30 percent. (The United States is not the 
only political system with electoral anomalies 
and perceived flaws, as some view the 
Electoral College system.)

The event closed with AMLO’s eloquent 
comments about a new country of fraternity, 
fairness, and democracy; audience 
participation in singing Mexico’s national 
anthem, sporadic shouts of “es un honor a 
estar con Obrador,” and Santana music piped 
into the loudspeakers. In my mind, an AMLO 
presidency could bring more equitable 
prosperity and democracy to our Mexico-U.S. 
borderlands and more justice, independence, 
and dignity to Mexico.

AMLO: North America’s best hope for 
justice in Mexico and the borderlands?
- Kathy Staudt                         Originally published by Chucopedia

A woman in the crowd holds a sign protesting 
Mexican corruption. Photo: Irasema Coronado


http://www.morena.org/
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http://www.epsocialjustice.org/
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The migration and border policy of 
Brazil’s Michel Temer: does it exist?
— Roberto Rodolfo Georg Uebel

On August 31, 2016, the then Vice 
President of the Republic, Michel 
Temer (Figure 1), was confirmed as 
president of Brazil, after long, 
contested and illegitimate 
impeachment process that deposed the 
country’s first female president Dilma 
Rousseff.

A process that lasted six months, 
concomitantly with the biggest economic 
crisis and recession ever faced by Brazil, 
even more destructive than the effects of 
the two Great Wars on the economy of the 
country, also occurred along with a 
phenomenon of increased immigration 
flows and re-signification of the terrestrial 
borders, a country bordered with nine 
countries and with the European Union, 
through the French overseas territory of 
French Guiana.

Since the end of the government of 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, a social-
democratic, still in the twilight of the 
twentieth century, the Brazilian federal 
administration already thought on a new 
immigration law, in order to update the 
still-current Foreigner’s Statute, dating 
back to military dictatorship 
administrations, as well as in a national 

border policy and modernization of the 
control systems of the borderlands, 
through satellites, radar planes and re-
equipment of the Armed Forces, Federal 
Police and Customs Agency (Receita 
Federal).

Upon assuming the presidency of the 
Republic with strong support and social 
appeal, former unionist and Workers Party 
founder Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva pointed 
to a political agenda with intense 
multicultural and affirmative bias, 
especially to racial minorities, not 
forgetting the need for support from the 
Brazilian economic elites. In this sense, 
during his two terms, it was possible to 
observe the consolidation of a national 
defence policy, although not implemented 
in its entirety, and the first steps towards a 
discussion about immigrants and their role 
in society, as well as the need for 
immigration to boost the Brazilian 
economy and demography, according to 
studies conducted at the time by federal 
bodies. Lula da Silva ended his 
government with the appellation of an 
active and lofty foreign policy.

However, it was in Dilma Rousseff’s 
administration, which began in January 

2011 and ended with a democratic rupture 
in August 2016, that migration and 
borders played a prominent role in the 
political and governmental agenda. With 
the occurrence of a first immigration boom 
in 2010, according to the Federal Police 
and the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment data, with the arrival of 
thousands of Haitians, Dominicans, 
Bolivians, Senegalese and Ghanaians, the 
federal government was obliged to update 
the legislation and practices related to 
migration.

Not only the government, but also the 
Brazilian society saw a horizon of 
transformations and perceptions related to 
the migrations. This fact began especially 
in the cities and transbordering regions in 
the north of the country, in the states of 
Amazonas, Rondônia and Acre bordering 
with Bolivia and Peru, where the flows of 
Haitians and Africans from the west coast 
increased, reaching about 10,000 migrants 
entering a day, a number impossible to be 
supported by small towns, whether in 
lodging or feeding them and the own State 
attention.

Thus, at the end of 2013, Brazil had a first 
major movement, led by NGOs and
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religious institutions, with strong support 
from the Judiciary, which were the regional 
conferences on migration and refuge, 
which basically dealt with: the needs of the 
groups of immigrants, actions of state and 
local governments and changes in border 
regions. These conferences were inspired 
by the Canadian integrative and 
multicultural model.

It is noteworthy that during the same 
period Brazil was showing a remarkable 
economic growth and the creation of jobs 
in the labour market, in addition to the 
second immigration boom, which occurred 
between 2013 and 2014, the country also 
experienced a boom in the global scenario: 
active role in international forums, 
relevant regional action, rapprochement 
with the United States, strengthening of 
BRICS, UNASUR and bilateral 
partnerships with India, China, Russia, 
South Korea, African countries and the 
Middle East. It was the golden moment of 
Brazil and the apparent eldorado for the 
new immigrants.

Within this scenario, such effervescence 
had a domestic price: the demonstrations of 
2013 and the emergence of the corruption 
scandal known today by the name of its 
judicial enforcement: Carwash (Lava Jato). 
In the interim of such demonstrations, 
which were the embryo for the 
impeachment process in 2015, coupled 
with the discontent of the defeated social-
democratic opposition in the 2014 

presidential elections, several reasons were 
presented by a seemingly multicultural 
and strongly unequal society: 
improvements in public transportation, 
education and security, reform of the 
Public Prosecutor's Office (Ministério 
Público), rights for LGBT and minorities, 
requests for military intervention, 
conservatives for creationism and, also, 
immigrants asking for more rights, as 
voting, for example.

In response to these demands, the Rousseff 
government held the 1st National 
Conference on Migration and Refuge (1st 
COMIGRAR) in June 2014 (Figure 4), 
listening to tens of thousands of religious 
organizations, academics, NGOs, public 

managers, ministries, secretariats, 
prefectures, police, international 
organizations such as IOM, ILO and 
UNHCR and even groups of immigrants 
from dozens of different nationalities and 
origins, from Afghans and Kurds to 
Haitians and Senegalese.

Even the borders during this period began 
to count on binational joint actions, 
especially in cooperation with Bolivia and 
Paraguay, in order to strengthen control 
over drug trafficking, human trafficking, 
smuggling, and now with a social 
character as well: the attention to newly 
arrived immigrants, with referral to 
shelters, to the labour market and 
migratory regularization - at the time 
there was almost no deportations. That is 
to say, the country saw a re-signification of 
its terrestrial borders. Until then, the 
historical migrations happened solely by 
sea or air.

However, what seemed to culminate in a 
consolidation of the Rousseff government’s 
migration and border policy, the first since 
the imperial policies of immigration and 
colonization in the nineteenth century, 
was paralysed by the impeachment process 
initiated irregularly in December 2015. 
Adding to this, the standstill in the 
economy and the labour market started to 
become apparent, as well as isolated acts of 
xenophobia against African and Latino 
immigrants as well as detentions.
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With this reversed scenario, Michel Temer 
ascended to power and designated as 
Ministers of Justice and Foreign Affairs - 
the offices responsible for migration and 
borders - three inexperienced politicians in 
their respective areas, a prosecutor and 
current judge of the Supreme Court, 
accused of plagiarism in his doctoral 
thesis, and as the first chancellor, one who 
called himself an economist, without 
having undergone a degree in this area 
and, later, a former guerrilla communist 
who had converted to liberalism, 
coincidentally, author of the proposal of the 
new Migration Law, which had not 
embraced the proposals discussed in the 1st 
COMIGRAR.

Just like his predecessor - and election 
running mate in 2010 and 2014 - Temer 
faced at the beginning of his 
administration a new immigration and 
border crisis: of the Venezuelans. However, 
instead of following the example of the 
previous government, which issued 
humanitarian visas and made the entry of 
refugees and economic immigrants more 
flexible, Temer’s administration now bans 
or hampers the entry of Venezuelan 
citizens - whose country is also a member 
of Mercosur like Brazil -, carrying out 
summary deportations and, with media 
appeal, denouncing the chaos in 
Venezuela, without providing an aid plan 
and cooperation to that country in deep 
political, democracy, social and economic 
crisis, unlike to what Lula da Silva and 
Rousseff did for Haiti.

Thus, arises the question: what is the 
immigration and border policy of Temer 
administration? Since its actions are 
different from the three previous 
governments and, despite recent reply 
after demand made to the Ministry of 
Justice and Citizenship (Figure 6), which 
stated that the new government would 
maintain past policies and actions, which 
occurs in practice is a deliberate inaction 
and paralysis in refugee reception 
programs, including unfamiliarity with 
the actual number of immigrants and 
refugees in the country, as given in the 
presidential speech at the UN General 
Assembly in 2016.

The answer to the question and to the title 
of this article - which sought to give an 
overview and outlook of the migration and 
border issues in contemporary Brazil - is 
that there is no positive horizon, but rather 
the continuity of public pressures, isolated 
actions by NGOs, Judiciary and some 
state governments and the remigration of 
immigrants to neighbouring countries 
such as Uruguay, Argentina and Chile, or 
to more distant ones, such as Canada and 
Mexico.

Meanwhile, the country has seen its 
largest immigrant population in a century: 
about 2 million immigrants, refugees and 
political asylees, without a prospect of 
effective integration into society, into the 
labour market - in crisis - and into the 
Brazilian institutions. The Brazilian 
dream seems to have turned into a 
nightmare.

The Temer government, entering its 
penultimate year and threatened with 
extinction by the Electoral Court, did not 
present a migration and border policy nor 
a foreign policy agenda. Brazil is no longer 
active and lofty.

Captions:

Figure 1 – President Temer and former 
President Dilma Rousseff. Source: AFP/
Jornal NH.

Figure 2 – Haitian and African 
immigrants at a shelter in Brasiléia, Acre, 
2014. Source: Angela Peres/Secom-AC/
Senado Federal.

Figure 3 – Demonstration of immigrants 
in São Paulo. Source: Juliana Spinola 
copyright Demotix.

Figure 4 – Senegalese immigrants 
detained in the city of Novo Hamburgo, 
Rio Grande do Sul, by the local 
police.Source: Agência de Notícias de 
Novo Hamburgo.
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Report on the USJI Policy Forum 

Asia and the world as seen by 
border studies: 
Implications for US-Japan Relations

— Edward Boyle, Kyushu University

Roundtable Participants:
Akihiro Iwashita (Hokkaido University / Kyushu 

University)
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly (University of Victoria)
Mikhail Alexseev (San Diego State University)

Tony Payan (Rice University)

Commentator:
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (Wilson Center)

Moderated by:
Edward Boyle (Kyushu University)

Organized by: 
U.S. – Japan Research Institute

Kyushu University

Co-sponsored by:
Association for Borderlands Studies

Center for Asia-Pacific Future Studies, Kyushu University
Kyushu University Border Studies

The U.S.-Japan Research Institute (USJI) was established in 
2009 as a non-profit organization by a consortium of nine 
Japanese universities. It was founded to serve as a hub for 
U.S.-Japan research that would seek to work with other 
institutions in the U.S. to cultivate young researchers, build 
foundations for intellectual exchange, conduct practical 
research and offer policy recommendations that help solve 
global problems.
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Twice a year, the Institute hosts USJI 
Week, during which a series of related 
events are held in Washington D.C. in 
order to present the findings from research 
projects and to promote a greater 
understanding of Japan within the United 
States. These events also seek to contribute 
to community building and human 
resources development by providing a 
venue where Japanese researchers can 
interact with their American counterparts. 

The most recent USJI Week was held from 
February 27 – March 2, 2017. One of the 
research projects selected to be presented 
during this period was proposed by 
Professors Akihiro Iwashita and Edward 
Boyle of the Center for Asia-Pacific Future 
Studies, Kyushu University, and reflected 
their efforts to further institutionalize the 
interdisciplinary field of border studies 
within educational and policy circles. This 
policy seminar was made possible thanks to 
the generous financial support provided by 
both USJI itself and Kyushu University, 
and both the conveners and participants 
would like to express their gratitude to 
these organizations. Additional 
sponsorship was received from the 
Association for Borderlands Studies, the 
Center for Asia-Pacific Future Studies, 
Kyushu University Border Studies, 
Association for Borderlands Studies Japan 
Chapter, and the Eurasia Unit for Border 
Research, Hokkaido University. We would 
also like to offer our thanks to each of these 
bodies for their support. 

Entitled “Asia and the world as seen by 
border studies: Implications for US-Japan 
Relations”, the seminar was intended to 
place bilateral U.S. Japan ties within a 
broader global framework. With the 
seminar being initially organized back in 
the early summer of 2016, the relevance of 
this topic was to some extent at the mercy 
of events. However, the advent of the new 
administration has guaranteed that border 
studies would serve as an ideal lens 
through which to view “U.S.-Japan 
Relations after the U.S. Presidential 
Election”, one of the two themes selected 
for USJI Week as a whole. With the 
election of Donald Trump as President of 

the United States, borders are back on the 
policy table in a big way. Pledging to raise 
the barriers to entry that exist for flows of 
both people and products from overseas, 
the opening weeks of Trump’s time in office 
have already demonstrated how the desire 
to reinforce the state’s ability to patrol its 
putative borders has resulted in broader 
effects throughout the territory of the 
United States. In many instances, such 
effects are felt far from the actual physical 
borders of the state.

All of this is no surprise to border scholars, 
whose concern with the political effects of 
broader border processes is now more 
essential than ever to understanding the 
course and potential fallout from this 
newfound concern with shoring up the 
edges of the nation. Borders provide both a 
nexus between national politics and 
foreign policy and a means of thinking 
across this artificial divide, allowing us to 
consider the connections between issues 
traditionally split between these two 
spheres. Not only are the broader patterns 
of border politics in the United States 
equally applicable to Asia, whose states 
also struggle with the question of how best 
to maintain and manage national 
boundaries, but the relations of Japan with 
its neighbours and the United States are 
shaped by perceptions of the border. This 
policy seminar sought to demonstrate the 
interrelated nature of global border 
politics, and highlight the implications for 
US-Japan relations stemming from border 
attitudes and policies at play in the US, 
Japan, and wider region.

To that end, this policy forum invited a 
number of prominent border researchers 
focused on different areas of the world with 
the aim of bringing them into dialogue 
with both one another and the issue of 
bilateral relations in a global age. In order 
to facilitate this dialogue, a roundtable 
format was adopted, moderated by Edward 
Boyle and consisting of four speakers. The 
first of these was Professor Tony Payan, 
Director of the Mexico Center at the Baker 
Institute and Associate Professor at Rice 

University, as well as Professor at the 
Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez, 
who would offer his expertise on both 
Mexico and the countries beyond its 
southern borders as well. Obviously, the 
question of borders with Mexico is central 
to the rhetorical walling being undertaken 
by the new administration, making 
Professor Payan’s contribution 
particularly vital here. 

The second expert we invited was Professor 
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, Jean Monet 
Chair at the School of Public 
Administration, University of Victoria, 
and a scholar of both the Canadian border 
with the US and borders within the EU. 
While Canada currently seems to be 
following a very different trajectory from 
its southern neighbour, recent bordering 
events in Europe, seen in both material 
barriers being built to halt flows of refugees 
and political shocks like BREXIT, appear to 
stem from the same considerations 
motivating the new administration in the 
US. It is therefore vital to consider the 
borders that structure the US-Japan 
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relationship in the context of what is 
occurring elsewhere, and it is for this 
reason that it was vital to have Professor 
Brunet-Jailly present to talk about these 
distinct border patterns.

A significant border shared by each of 
Europe, Japan and the United States has 
traditionally been with Russia, which in 
recent years has often given the appearance 
of opposing notions of borders prevailing 
in the international order. One man who 
has long made a study of this issue was our 
third speaker, Professor Mikhail Alexseev 
from the Department of Political Science at 
San Diego State University. While shoring 
up certain borders, Russia has also been 
quite happy to work to overcome others, 
whether through military intervention or 
merely through economic union, and these 
countervailing trends of de- and re-
bordering have been a particular focus of 
border studies over the past fifteen or so 
years. In particular, the apparent 
disjuncture in Russia between the 
perception of a threat stemming from mass 
migration and its status as an integral part 
of the economy is one we see repeated in 
the Trump regime’s current focus. 

Our final speaker was Akihiro Iwashita, 
who is currently a Professor at the Slavic-
Eurasia Research Center at Hokkaido 
University in addition to his current 
position at Kyushu University. Professor 
Iwashita began his scholarly career looking 
at the China-Russia border, whose 
territorial issues appeared resolved with 
the conclusion of the border demarcation 
process in 2008, and later moved on to 
examine the Northern Territories dispute 
between Japan and Russia in the Kuril 
Islands. In recent years he has been 
examining questions of borders more 
broadly, both in terms of an 
interdisciplinary scholarly agenda that 
requires institutionalization, and 
genuinely global issue in need of 
investigation. During his term as 
President of the Association for 
Borderlands Studies, he established its 
Japan Chapter to develop the field in that 
country. Its establishment emphasizes the 
global resonance of the field, which has 

been reflected in the development of ABS 
as an organization.

As it happens, this line-up of speakers 
incorporated two former and one future 
president of the Association for 
Borderlands Studies, reflecting the role of 
this organization in facilitating the spread 
of border studies as a recognized field. We 
were therefore incredibly fortunate that the 
current President-Elect of the 
organization, Dr. Guadalupe Correa-
Cabrera, was in Washington DC as a 
Research Fellow at the Wilson Center, and 
agreed to come along to both provide both a 
brief introduction to and commentary on 
the panel. Dr. Correa-Cabrera’s current 
research tracks the involvement of 
organized crime in the trafficking of 
migrants between the Central American 
states and the US-Mexican border, a 
project whose relevance to the current 
rhetoric of ‘walling’ is obvious.

The seminar opened with a brief 
introduction from Professor Kazuhiro 
Maeshima of the Faculty of Global Studies 
at Sophia University in Tokyo, who set out 
the objectives behind USJI as an 
institution and their hosting of USJI week 
in particular. The forum’s moderator, 
Edward Boyle, then opened the session by 
emphasizing that relations between Japan 
and the United States have a broader 
context than games of golf between the two 
heads of state. Introducing the 

participants, he asked that Dr Correa-
Cabrera come to the floor to introduce the 
work of the Association for Borderlands 
Studies and aid in the provision of a wider 
context for the panel. Speaking about the 
growth of the organization, Dr Correa-
Cabrera also made note of the dual role of 
borders as both walls and bridges, their de- 
and re-bordering functions, and referred to 
the policies of the current administration 
as reflecting a “reversion” in conceptions 
of borders held in contemporary political 
society. 

This notion of a reversion tied in nicely 
with the moderator’s subsequent comment 
reflecting on the importance of respecting 
the limits of knowledge claims able to be 
made on the basis of current events. The 
moderator quoted from an LA Times article 
of August 25, 1992, entitled “Six 
Geographers Brainstorm the Borders of 
the 21st Century”, which had offered the 
following predictions:

“At the top will be a stronger United 
Nations or an equivalent body 
responsible for peace, environment and 
other global issues,”

“In the longer term, political 
geographers think the importance of 
borders will actually wane, as economic 
and technological interdependence span 
not only states, but continents,”
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“The notion of boundaries as we've 
known them, in terms of absolute 
sovereignty and legalities, will in time 
dwindle,”

“The current changes in the political 
and economic geography of the world 
are as significant as what the world 
went through after the Treaty of 
Westphalia.” 

Seen from the perspective of today’s era of 
“reversion”, the invocation of a 
unidirectional move towards the waning of 
border functions appears positively 
utopian, and emphasizes both the dramatic 
changes in the past twenty-five years, and 
the difficulties of extrapolating directly 
from current events to future trends.

Given the USJI Week theme looking at US-
Japan ties after the Presidential election, 
there seemed nowhere to begin but with 
thinking through the effects of Trump’s 
invocation of and stepping-up of border 
enforcement, and the effects that this 
would have, both in general and on 
bilateral ties like that between the US and 
Japan. Professor Payan situated this 
reflection of the nascent nationalism 
within American culture in a longer 
process that has seen the gradual closing of 
this border between the United States and 
Mexico across the eighteenth, nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries and into the 
current one. 

This closure is unaffected by logic of 
integration perceived in agreements like 
NAFTA and is not dependent on either the 
character or location of the borderline, as it 
has encompassed both the shifting of the 

border itself in the nineteenth century and 
its gradual materialization over the course 
of the twentieth, to the “beautiful” wall 
invoked today. Yet as he noted, while much 
of this closure is justified by opposition to a 
NAFTA that has stolen jobs across the 
border, in actual fact the biggest cause of 
changing employment patterns remains 
broader than simple bilateral economic ties, 
rather consisting of global chains of supply 
and production and technological 
development that render the latter 
irrelevant. 

Professor Brunet-Jailly pointed to this 
stepping up of border enforcement as 
reflecting the shift in the rules of the game 
brought about through the use of 
Presidential Executive Orders, which are 
able to displace the role of other 
agreements. As he also noted, though, there 
still remains a considerable gap between 
political rhetoric and reality, one with 
which the new administration was still 
seeking to overcome. One of the more 
significant issues in understanding border 
functions relates to the question of scale, 
the role of national or “federal” level 
agreements in the discussions conducted at 
the level of state or province, and how the 
imposition of such normative guidelines 
cascades down the nested hierarchies of 
political administrations. Equally, of 
course, they may also be open to being 
upscaled, as is reflected in the type of 
bilateral research setting that the USJI 
seeks to implement in order to influence 
the course of wider US-Japan ties. As 
Professor Brunet-Jailly noted, that Japan is 
an island nation does give its borders a 
fundamentally different character from the 

continental boundaries existing between 
Canada, the United States and Mexico, yet 
the rhetorical invocation of borders does 
not necessarily reflect these seemingly 
immutable geographical differences.

Border rhetoric was also central to 
Professor Alexeev’s response, who drew on 
the parallels able to be made between an 
earlier era of Japanese internment and the 
current anti-migrant rhetoric, one 
especially obvious from is Californian 
vantage point. More generally, he also 
sought to argue for the net benefit receiver 
countries gain from migration, as well as 
the massive cost of maintaining the Soviet 
barrier with China in the latter stages of 
the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, given the 
total absence of political support for mass 
migration in Japan in spite of the economic 
difficulties of the last twenty-five years, it 
is clear that these are not issues solely open 
to being analysed from a narrow economic 
perspective.

This was emphasized by Professor Iwashita 
in bringing the discussion back to the 
question of current US-Japan bilateral 
relations. The current administration in 
Japan appears to prioritize the 
maintenance of the US-Japan Alliance as 
the cornerstone of its security strategy, 
which is why so much store appears to 
have been set by Prime Minister Abe on 
relations with President Trump. However, 
this reflects a distinct shift from the 
invocation of “values-oriented diplomacy” 
and the “Arc of Freedom and Prosperity” 
that characterized the foreign policy of an 
earlier incarnation of the current 
administration, consisting largely of the 
same cast of Shinzo Abe, Taro Aso and
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Shotaro Yachi. Having developed these 
slogans in the mid-2000s, they appeared to 
draw on them again at the outset of Abe’s 
second coming in late 2012, but have since 
gone rather silent on these issues. The 
contemporary move towards “re-
bordering” appears to have undermined 
this alleged focus on values, while also 
seeming to undercut Abe’s dreams of a 
territorial deal in the Northern Territories. 
The result appears to have been the 
replacement of values with a reemphasis on 
the importance of the US security 
umbrella. 

The moderator’s second question sought to 
inquire into what each of the participants 
felt was the most critical issue for borders 
today, and where it was that they saw them 
as heading in the next twenty-five or so 
years, and thus implicitly inviting them to 
make predictions able to be quoted with 
disbelief twenty-five years down the line. 
Professor Payan made the point that the 
current reassertion of borders is clearly 
beneficial to certain interests, and in global 
terms these may be identified with certain 

specific interests on the international stage, 
such as Russia. Professor Brunet-Jailly 
pointed to the difficulties of “decoupling” 
previously integrated spaces through the 
reactivation of borders, difficulties which 
seem about to be made obvious in the 
course of the UK’s Brexit from the EU. 

For Professor Alexseev, the new 
administration’s current policy towards its 
southern neighbour reflects not just a 
borders ability to function as both walls 
and bridges, but also the existence in a gate 
gap in how areas on either side of the 
border relate to both it and the wider 
economy. Professor Iwashita pointed to the 
contemporary situation as clear evidence of 
new border-making processes, while in her 
comments, Dr Correa-Cabrera mentioned 
the difficulties of distinguishing policy 
from rhetoric, and how, despite this being 
how they were presented, it was far from 
clear whether borders should be understood 
as policy vectors open to a strictly binary 
choice between closed and open.

Questions from the audience saw the panel 
focussed on issues such as the differences 

in treatment of indigenous populations 
along United States’ borders with Canada 
and Mexico, and the difficulties for 
borderlanders of exploiting the border as a 
resource. The drift of these away from the 
issue of US-Japan bilateral relations 
reflected the difficulty experienced by the 
moderator in bringing the vast scope of the 
points raised by the participants into a 
coherent dialogue with the basic goal of 
discussing bilateral issues between the two 
countries. 

The lack of a really tight thematic focus, 
however, did not prevent the panel from 
demonstrating the value of the field to an 
audience little exposed to its findings, and 
represented an important and timely effort 
to bring research from the periphery into 
the center. The hope is that such research 
finds reflection there in not only policies 
undertaken towards neighbouring states, 
but the manner in which borders are 
perceived more generally. 

Edward Boyle
Kyushu University, Japan

Master in Border Studies
A new multilingual study program between 4 universities and in 3 countries

The new Master in Border Studies provides students with the major concepts and analytical tools to understand the social, 
cultural, political and economic challenges of border regions and cross-border cooperations. Students gain theoretical 
knowledge of border problems, border cultures, border literatures and constructions of “otherness.”
The Master is a two-year joint international study program, which addresses the complex economic, political, social and 
cultural issues of borders and of border regions in Europe and beyond. The program prepares for a career in cross-border 
and intercultural working settings, especially in border regions in Europe (such as the Greater Region) and beyond.
The Courses are taught in German, French and English and are located in three countries at four different universities: 
University of Luxembourg (Luxembourg), University of Lorraine (France), Saarland University (Germany) and University of 
Kaiserslautern (Germany). These four universities are part of the university network called University of Greater Region.
The participating universities offer students help concerning apartments. The University of the Greater Region facilitates 
student  mobility  between partner  universities  through financial  aid.  Funding through the French-German University  is 
foreseen.
The program is limited to 20 students. Selection is based on the application documents, which should include a motivation 
letter, a Curriculum Vitae, certificates and diplomas of previous studies and a proof of written and oral language skills in 
German, French and English.
This master program will start in September 2017 (academic year 2017/2018).
More information: http://wwwen.uni.lu/studies/flshase/master_in_border_studies 

http://wwwen.uni.lu/studies/flshase/master_in_border_studies
http://wwwen.uni.lu/studies/flshase/master_in_border_studies
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Borders in Flux 
The 4th Congress of Polish Studies, Frankfurt/Oder and Słubice, March 23-26, 2017

- Beata Halicka 
The 4th Congress of Polish Studies was held 
at the European University Viadrina in 
Frankfurt/Oder in Germany and on the 
Polish side of the border in Collegium 
Polonicum in Słubice from 23-26 March 
2017, It was organized by the German 
Poland’s Institute in Darmstadt in 
conjunction with the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Polish Studies, Polish-
German Research Institute and the 
Viadrina Center B/Orders in Motion.

Participants were selected through a call for 
participation distributed widely in 2016.  For 
the Congress came more than 300 scientists 
from many European countries, mainly from 
Germany and Poland, as well as from Austria, 
Switzerland, Israel, Belarus, the United 
Kingdom and other countries.

The guiding topic of ‘Borders in Flux” refers to 
the place of Congress in Frankfurt/ Oder and 
Slubice as a territorial boundaries between 
Poland and Germany but also to mental borders, 
which operate as economic, social or cultural 
differences and discontinuities. Poland is 
Germany’s second largest neighbor. A new 
border between the two countries was 
established in 1945 and remained closed for long 
time. With the political change of 1989, with 
Polish membership in the EU and Schengen 
Agreement more and more barriers in cross-
border cooperation were lifted. One of the last 
was the restriction on worker freedom of 
movement, which has been eliminated on May 
1st, 2011. In light of this complex and long 
process, research on Poland in Germany became 
of high relevance. Experiences made by the 
Germans and the Poles in cross-border 
cooperation can be useful for many activists in 
other border regions. 

‘Borders in Flux” is also understood in terms of 
mental boundaries and their crossing in the 
world of politics, culture, social interaction, law, 
science, life styles or value systems. The 
discussions about the refugee crisis, the 
Schengen area and the Eurozone have reminded 
us of what almost seemed to belong already to 
the past of Europe. Especially in the history and 
presence of East-Central Europe, boundaries 
have shown themselves in very different forms, 
as milestones, walls or fences, as streets or 
rivers, as social, ethnic, cultural or linguistic 
divisions. They can be moved, be spatially stable 
or even imagined, but they also change, they are 
"in flux”.

In this context, during the four-day of Congress, 
researchers presented in 28 sections their papers 
considering both geographic and cultural 
aspects of the term "border". The Congress 
started with a panel discussion on the topic: 
‘Borders in flux – a challenge for science and 
media?’ It has been discussed how the transfer of 
scientific research and independent expertise 
works to the public facing with the successes of 
populist parties. The Polish-German writer 
Matthias Nawrat delivered an inspiring keynote 
address on “Borders and utopia”, in which he 
examined the significance of non-territorial 
borders today. 

During the Congress various institutions, 
foundations and publishing houses presented 
their work in the field of Polish studies. In 
addition, the organizers have prepared a rich 
cultural program: a theatrical performance by a 
Polish-German theater from Berlin called „Teatr 
Studio am Salzufer“, a film “We are the Jews 
from Breslau” and discussions with the film 
director Dirk Szuszies. A new exhibition on the 
topic of migration in German-Polish border 
region has been opened in the building of 
Collegium Polonicum in Słubice. An 

introduction to this topic delivered prof. Beata 
Halicka from Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznan. 

The programme also included a boat tour on the 
river Odra, an excursion with experts taking 
conference participants to explore the border 
areas between Poland and Germany. The one-
day trip contributed to the integration of the 
scientists and passed in a friendly atmosphere. 
In their conclusions, the participants stressed 
the strategic importance of the Polish-German 
neighborhood for the two countries and the need 
to keep working on further good relations in 
Europe.

www.polenforschung.de

Prof. UAM dr hab. Beata Halicka

email: Halicka@europa-uni.de

Conference Report

http://www.polenforschung.de
http://www.polenforschung.de
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Research on Slovak-Ukrainian 
Cross-Border Cooperation
- Martin Lačný
By the end of April 2017 there are two research 
projects on Slovak-Ukrainian CBC to be 
accomplished. Both of them started in November 
2015 and were granted by the Norwegian 
Financial Mechanism within the programme 
focused on supporting people-to-people contacts 
and on fostering the exchange on lessons learned 
and best practise of cross border projects 
between Norway and Slovakia, as well as 
networking in Europe. The Slovak-Ukrainian-
Norwegian consortium of partner institutions 
included the Research Centre of the Slovak 
Foreign Policy Association; Institute of Political 
Sciences, Faculty of Arts, University of Prešov; 
Faculty of Social Sciences, National University 
of Uzhhorod; National Institute of Strategic 
Studies in Kiev and Uzhhorod; Faculty of Social 
and Economic Sciences, Comenius University in 
Bratislava; Faculty of Finnmark, University of 
Tromsø. 

The project goals set within the project 
CBC01014 - Sharing European integration 
know-how and CBC experience between 
Norway and Russia with Ukraine:
1) To identify modalities for improving 

institutional mechanisms for the EU – 
Ukraine cooperation under the Association 
Agreement with DCFTA (AA/DCFTA), 
which brings economic integration of 
Ukraine into the single market of the EU 
without political membership;

2) To compare institutional framework for 
cooperation of Norway with the EU set by 
Norway’s EEA with focus on both 
institutional capacity and facility of Norway 
to interact with the process of formation of 
the single market related legislation of the 
EU, including analysis of recent experiences 
of Norway in the field, with the institutional 

settings provided to Ukraine by its AA/
DCFTA;

3) To elaborate an evaluation study on previous 
CBC projects and CBC initiatives at the 
Slovak/Ukrainian border, regional 
development and public administration 
reform in Ukraine in line with EU norms 
and standards, including exchange of 
experience and best practice in Slovakia and 
Norway;

4) To elaborate an evaluation study on the 
reform of the energy sector in Ukraine in 
accordance with the protocol of accession to 
the Energy Community, including energy 
efficiency and climate policy, with special 
focus on UA SK- cross-border cooperation in 
this field;

5) To elaborate a comprehensive study on multi-
ethnic relations of Ukraine/Slovakia/EU, 
including a special focus on minorities living 
in the area of cross-border cooperation.

The project goals set within the project 
CBC01018 - Sharing know-how for better 
management of the Schengen Border 
between Slovakia/Ukraine and Norway/
Russia:
1) To establish and develop a special educational 

program at the University of Prešov, entitled 
"Border studies", using the Norwegian 
know-how;

2) To improve the provision of information, not 
only among the expert community, but 
especially between the state and private 
sectors, and also towards the public at large;

3) To improve policies and initiatives for the 
adoption of ancillary regulations for better 
border management;

4) To improve the existing shortcomings in the 
quality of human resources at border and 
customs offices, notably in education and 
communication of Slovakian and Ukrainian 
border guards and customs officials through 
training, research stays and study materials.

Besides the outcmes, including numerous policy 
papers and working papers published within the 
outlined framework of project goals, there are 
three books worth to mention – all of them are 
about to be published in April 2017 by the 
Research Centre of the Slovak Foreign Policy 
Association.
Alexander Duleba, et al. (2017) Integration 
without Membership. The potential and 
limits of Ukraine’s Association with the EU 
explores modalities for improving institutional 
mechanisms for the EU – Ukraine cooperation 
under the Association Agreement with the Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (AA/
DCFTA). The agreement provides contractual 
framework for achieving political association 
and economic integration of Ukraine with the 
EU. In other words, it facilitates integration of 
Ukraine into the single market of the EU 
through the harmonization of its respective 
national legislation and institutions, however, 
without granting Ukraine political membership. 
Nevertheless, economic integration of Ukraine 
and the dynamic nature of its AA/DCFTA, 
which includes harmonization with the existing, 
but also newly adopted acquis communautaire, 
will create a constant pressure on the 
institutional framework for the EU-Ukraine 
cooperation and Ukraine’s capacity to work with 
the EU. This publication examines existing 
similar contractual frameworks between the EU 
and third countries, i.e. EEA (European 
Economic Area) Agreement of the EFTA 
countries (European Free Trade Area - Norway,
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Iceland and Lichtenstein), contractual model of 
the so-called Swiss bilateralism, Customs Union 
with Turkey, Stabilisation and Association 
Agreements with the Western Balkan countries 
and the former European Association 
Agreements with Central Eastern European 
countries, with the aim to identify lessons that 
might be useful for Ukraine in  implementing its 
Association Agreement concluded under Eastern 
Partnership Program.
Alexander Duleba, et al. (2017) Ukraine and 
the Energy Union. Exploring potential for 
cooperation with Slovakia and the Visegrad 
Four explores prospects for boosting reforms in 
the energy sector of Ukraine and its integration 
into the Energy Union through the development 
of its bilateral and regional cooperation with 
Slovakia and the Visegrad Four countries. It 
analyses both barriers and opportunities for the 
accession of Ukraine to the developing Central 
European energy market with natural gas 
(Visegrad Four) and electricity (Czech Republic 
– Slovakia – Hungary – Romania market 
coupling). In addition to infrastructural and 
technical preconditions for Ukraine’s accession, 
it examines, first, the potential for strengthening 
cooperation in the field of supply security and 

transit of natural gas; second, it evaluates 
implementation of reforms in the energy sector of 
Ukraine in line with the Energy Community 
Treaty and Association Agreement with the EU; 
third, it analyses potential for improving energy 
efficiency and the use of renewables with focus 
on municipal level; and finally, it elaborates 
policy recommendations on bilateral Slovak-
Ukrainian and regional V4 – Ukraine 
cooperation in the field of energy.
Alexander Duleba, et al. (2017) Borders and 
Cross-Border Cooperation. Introduction to 
Border Studies is intedned to be the basic 
university textbook (practically the first complex 
textbook of this kind written in Slovak and 
Ukrainian languages) designed for teaching the 
border studies, cross-border cooperation and 
related subjects at the Institute of Political 
Sciences, University of Prešov in Slovakia and at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences, National 
University of Uzhhorod. The textbook offers a 
concise overview of the basic theoretical 
approaches to the study of borders and cross-
border cooperation, which were drawn up within 
the specific field of research in political science 
and related disciplines, formed in North America 
and Europe in the late 1980s and known as the 

border studies. Besides the characteristics of the 
object and a brief overview of development of the 
border studies, the textbook describes the main 
theoretical conceptualization of borders and their 
functions, as well as a conceptualization of 
political processes, which are caused or affected 
by the functions and nature of the border (ie. 
processes of bordering or bordering processes) 
and subsequently resulting therefrom 
conceptualisations of the cross-border 
cooperation in general, with particular regard to 
internal and external borders of the European 
Union. At the same time, the textbook provides 
an overview of the key findings of recent research 
projects in the field of border studies, that have 
been implemented with the support of the 
Framework programmes for research and 
development of the European Union.
The final conference entitled Sharing know-how 
for better management of the Schengen Border 
between Slovakia/Ukraine and Norway/Russia, 
will be held on April 20th 2017 at the Faculty of 
Arts, University of Prešov in Prešov, Slovakia.

*     *     *

Borders in Globalization (BIG) will 
host its second international 
conference on December 7-8, 2017 at 
the Lord Elgin Hotel in downtown 
Ottawa, Canada. The program will 
include presentations on research 
findings from the thematic areas 
(culture, flows-markets and migration, 
governance, history, security and 
sustainability), regions across 
Canada, and on international border 
regions. 

The purpose of the conference is to 
present research from across the BIG 
program and to bring together border 
experts, practitioners and officials to 
strengthen our network and 
collaboration on the management of 
borders. 

Panels are being structured with 
graduate students, scholars, border 
policy experts and practitioners; this 
will facilitate discussions about the 

policy implications of our research. 
Keynotes and featured speakers will 
round out the program—to 
be published on our website in early 
June. 

Please check the BIG website to see 
updates, confirmed keynotes, and find 
out more information about the 
conference.  

www.biglobalization.org 

Contacts
Head Office
Borders in Globalization
Centre for Global Studies
PO Box 1700 STN CSC
Victoria BC, V8W 2Y2, Canada

Project Manager
Nicole Bates-Eamer
+1.250.721.6490 (t)
Project Director
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
+1.250.721.6418 (t)

• ABOUT
• RESEARCH THEMES
• REGIONS
• OPPORTUNITIES
• EVENTS
• PUBLICATIONS

http://www.biglobalization.org/about%22%20%5Co%20%22Publications
http://www.biglobalization.org/research-themes
http://www.biglobalization.org/regions
http://www.biglobalization.org/opportunities
http://www.biglobalization.org/events%22%20%5Co%20%22
http://www.biglobalization.org/publications
http://www.biglobalization.org/about%22%20%5Co%20%22Publications
http://www.biglobalization.org/research-themes
http://www.biglobalization.org/regions
http://www.biglobalization.org/opportunities
http://www.biglobalization.org/events%22%20%5Co%20%22
http://www.biglobalization.org/publications
http://biglobalization.org/content/big-international-conference-2017
http://www.biglobalization.org
http://biglobalization.org/content/big-international-conference-2017
http://www.biglobalization.org
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Of Interest...
Brasiguaios: Transnational lives and 
identities

Direction: Marcos Estrada
Edition: Andrea Valencia / Mamágrande 
Films (Peru)
Release: Coming Soon
Expected length: 39 minutes
Primary location set: Antônio Irmão 
landless camp in Itaquiraí, Mato Grosso 
do Sul, Brazil
Languages: Portuguese with some Spanish 
(English subtitles) 

There are many landless camps throughout 
Brazil, but the landless camp Antonio Irmão, 
in Itaquiraí, a small town in the state of Mato 
Grosso do Sul within the border region 
neighbouring Paraguay, differs from other 
landless camps. In 2009, this landless camp, 
known locally as the Brasiguaios’ landless 
camp, was the home of 612 families. Most of its 
residents were Brasiguaios, individuals holding 
socio-cultural ties with Brazil and Paraguay. 
Many of them are Brazilian returnees who 
spent the majority of their life in Paraguay and 
returned to Brazil with the assistance of the 
Brazilian Rural Workers’ Landless Movement 
(Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem 
Terra – MST). 

Whilst carrying out a multi-sited ethnography 
within this group as a part of his PhD research 
in the Department of Sociology at the 
University of Warwick (UK), some Brasiguaios 
asked Estrada to produce a video of them for 
posterity. So while Estrada researched the 

everyday life and identities of Brasiguaios, 
gaining access to their intimate transnational 
experiences, he captured with depth the 
personal account of the Brasiguaios’ 
engagement in transnationalism, which in 
some cases starts prior their birth and continue 
after their death. 
This documentary focus on presenting that the 
Brasiguaios transnationalism and identities are 
much more about their engagement in cross-
border experiences rather than migration 
processes.
Marcos Estrada is an Early Career Fellow in 
the Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) at the 
University of Warwick. Information about the 
documentary is available at 
www.brasiguaios.com 

*    *    *

Border studies at the World Humanities 
Conference Challenges and 
Responsibilities for a Planet in Transition, 
Liège on 6-12 August. See e.g. SECTION 
III. BORDERS AND MIGRATIONS
http://www.cipsh.net/web/channel-97.htm

*    *    *
Border Aesthetics Book Launch and 
Seminar, Tromsø 15-16 May 2017, 
contact johan.schimanski@ilos.uio.no.

*    *    *

"Border Images, Border Narratives", 
Borders, Mobilities, and Cultural Encounters 
(BOMOCULT) Symposium, Joensuu 2-3 
November 2017, 
contact johan.schimanski@uef.fi.

*    *    *

Under the Skin: An Introspective Look at 
the Self  is an effort to build a critical and 
dialogical community about the politics of 
identity that started in Fall 2016 at 
Washington State University, Pullman, 
WA. Immersed in convulsed societal and 
academic environments where discourses and 
actions divides us, isolate us, and fragment us, 

this series is an invitation to create art 
collaboratively  (photography, acrylics, collage, 
video, creative writing) to tell stories of how we 
want to be perceived in communities we make 
part of and we want to belong to. Under the 
Skin is a series of workshops where 
collaborators with diverse ethnic backgrounds, 
academic perspectives, spiritual processes, 
activism and community work experiences 
guide us through dialogues, creation, and 
healing. In Under the Skin-Spring 2017, we 
will have the opportunity to learn from 
Chicana/o scholar activists, Hinduism, US 
Native Americans, and Yucatecan Indigenous 
communities. Values of social justice, spiritual 
activism, and equity, among others, inform our 
dialogues and processes. An exhibit about the 
experience with Under the Skin will take place 
in WSU between September and November 
2017. For further details on the series 
(workshop collaborators, themes, video about 
the experience, pictures) please visit and follow 
us in the links provided below:

education.wsu.edu/events/undertheskin
facebook.com/mestizocenter

Original idea and organizer: Nancy Carvajal 
Medina

Contact: necmedina05@gmail.com    
n.carvajalmedina@wsu.edu

*    *    *
Cross-border Co-operation in Central 
Europe: Story of Success (?)

The curriculum was designed to provide a 
unique academic experience in a challenging 
period of the current Eurpean crisis. The key 
topics of the course cover the way how does 
current Europe approach the topic of cross-
border co-operation with particular focus on 
differences between “old” and “new” Europe.  
It reflects the current refugee crisis and offers 
various viewpoints on the links between CBC 
and Euroscepticism. It also makes possible 
cultural immersion through extracurricular 
activities including many field trips. Students 
are also integrated into the campus through 
numerous events, walking trips, fun and sports 
activities. A prolonged free weekend in the 
middle of the course enables student to make 
individual trips and explore other European 
countries.

For more, see: http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-
cross-border-co-operation 

Contact: Contact: Hynek Böhm, Ph.D., 
Academic Coordinator, hynek.bohm@tul.cz, 
phone: +420 775 297 415

 Landless camp Antônio 

INCRA, where is the area promised to Brasiguaios? 
(INCRA is Institute for Colonization and Agrarian 
Reform, a Brazilian Federal government body in 
charge of land related matters). 

http://www.brasiguaios.com
mailto:johan.schimanski@ilos.uio.no
mailto:johan.schimanski@uef.fi
http://education.wsu.edu/events/undertheskin
http://facebook.com/mestizocenter
mailto:necmedina05@gmail.com
mailto:n.carvajalmedina@wsu.edu
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
http://www.brasiguaios.com
mailto:johan.schimanski@ilos.uio.no
mailto:johan.schimanski@uef.fi
http://education.wsu.edu/events/undertheskin
http://facebook.com/mestizocenter
mailto:necmedina05@gmail.com
mailto:n.carvajalmedina@wsu.edu
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
http://summerschool.tul.cz/2-cross-border-co-operation
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Save the Date

Association for Borderland Studies 

II World Conference 
Vienna / Budapest 10-14 July 2018 
‘Historical and Virtual Borders’ 

Website launch: May 2017 
Call for papers: June 2017 

Submission deadlines: September 2017 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 

Tuesday 10 July 2018 
4 panel sessions

Opening ceremony
Keynote 1 Plenary session

Reception/Evening activity 
Wednesday 11 July 2018 

4 panel sessions 
Keynotes 2 and 3 

Reception 

Thursday 12 July 2018 
Excursion and transfer to Budapest 

Friday 13 July 2018 
3 Panel sessions

Opening ceremony
Keynotes 4 and 5 

Reception 
Saturday 14 July 2018 

2 Panel sessions 
Lunch

Transfer to Vienna 

Conference Chair: 
Dr. Machteld Venken, University of Vienna

machteld.venken@univie.ac.at
absworld2018@univie.ac.at  

mailto:machteld.venken@univie.ac.at
mailto:machteld.venken@univie.ac.at
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0

100

200

300

400

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

USA Mexico Germany Finland Canada Japan UK
France Luxembourg Denmark Slovakia Italy The Netherlands Nigeria
Spain Australia Colombia Norway Russia Poland India
Brazil Austria Turkey Portugal Israel South Africa Croatia
China Hungary Sweden New Zealand Belgium Indonesia Latvia
Malaysia Bangladesh Switzerland Venezuela Zimbabwe Estonia Papua New Guinea
Senegal Singapore Taiwan South Korea Greece Thailand Azerbaijan
Nepal Uganda Czech Republic Bulgaria Georgia Romania Slovenia
Ireland Morocco



L A  F R O N T E R A   3 7 ( 2 )

ABS Executive Secretariat - Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland	 "25

Association for Borderlands Studies - 2016
Financial Summary - UEF ABS Account

All funds reported in Euro (€)

ACTIVITY REVENUE EXPENSES BALANCE

Account Balance at January 1, 2016 45 732,59

Membership dues received by UEF 13 506,00

Credit card commissions 369,78

Bank Service Charges 16,75

Routledge Journals Royalty Statement 8 400,32

Payment to WSSA for April meeting ( 2200 USD) 2 052,62

Contribution to 4th Latin American Conference 1 500,00

Contribution for editorship of the Journal of Borderlands Studies 8 385,00

 Journal for Borderland Studies (Brunet-Jailly) (5000 CAD) 3 545,09

RJBSH - Journal of Borderland Studies 5 168,00

Contribution for the ABS Europe Conference 2016 2 000,00

Secretariat Costs 3 000,00

Student aid 2 167,21

Christopfer Brown/consultant ABS by laws rewrite (1000 USD) 904,51

Supplies and services 323,60

ABS Board & officers lunch / Lifetime Award dinner  (Reno) 867,18

Travel expenses (guest spekers' costs to ABS annual meeting) 2 165,21

Total Revenue 30 291,32

Total Expenses 24 079,95

Account Balance 51 810,80

The operations and upkeep of the ABS Secretariat is supported by the University of Eastern Finland. The provided funding (separate from the 
associations’ own funds detailed above) has been crucial for the effective management of the association.
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Global Reach
Readership of the ABS Newsletter, La Frontera
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On March 23-24, Alejandro Lugo, Director of the 
School of Transborder Studies at Arizona State 
University welcomed a number of border scholars 
and practitioner to Walls, Bridges, and the Future 
of Transborder Communities: II International 
Workshop on Transborder Governance and 
Cooperation. This workshop was made possible 
through the collaboration of the ASU Program for 
Transborder Communities, El Colegio de la 
Frontera Norte (El Colef), the Centro de 
Investigación en Alimentación y Desarrollo 
(CIAD) and the Mexico Center at Rice University 
Baker Institute in partnership with the 
International Network on Comparative Border 
Studies (RECFronteras). The workshop was 
coordinated by Rosio Barajas (El Colef), Francisco 
Lara (ASU), Tony Payan (Mexico Center) and 
Pablo Wong (CIAD). 

A chain of recent events, starting with Brexit and 
continued with the unforeseen triumph of Donald 
J. Trump in the United States presidential race, 
seems to mark the beginning of a new stage for 
society, the economy, the environment and politics 
on a global scale. While incipient, the emergent 
future is challenging established notions of not 
only free trade, but also multiculturalism, human 
mobility, knowledge society, international 
cooperation, and the rescaling of the nation-state as 
pillars of an increasingly globalized world. These 
events also seem to question the legitimacy and 
viability of constructing transborder spaces 
predicated on principles of integration, cooperation, 
and shared governance, and articulated in 
narratives about transborder communities and the 
construction of bridges instead of walls. 

Undoubtedly, the current moment motivates the 
examination of paradigms and concepts that we 
have been using for decades to shed light on the 
complexity of border realities and to avoid the 
rigidities of dualistic simplifications such as “us/
them” and “inside/outside”. In general, the 
direction and depth of this examination will depend 
on the types of questions we ask and the preferred 
scale of analysis.  For now, it is pertinent to ask 
whether integration and other trends observed in 
the context of globalization are the manifestation of 
deep structural processes and not only events that 
can be undone by nationalistic tendencies in 

Western Europe and the United States. In the 
context of the United States-Mexico borderlands, it 
is urgent to ask: In what ways does the rise in 
nationalism in the United States shift the ground 
upon which current social practices and relations 
in the United States-Mexico borderlands are 
predicated? What can we learn from the history of 
United States-Mexico relations about the capacity 
of border communities to absorb and adapt to 
sudden and disruptive change? How resilient are 
border communities and governance to disruption 
in the institutional and political order at national 
and global scales? What new challenges and risks 
do Mexican and other Latinxs communities in the 
United States face? In the public policy arena, it is 
important to know: What role can/might regional 
actors and institutions play in shaping federal 
policy toward the borderlands and their 
communities? Of particular urgency for 
universities is the question of: What kind of 
research agendas could contribute to a 
comprehensive understanding of borders and 
transborder communities in the current state of 
indeterminacy and deep ideological fluctuations in 
the United States?  

The interdisciplinary workshop aimed at and was 
successful in bringing together a group of border 
scholars and practitioners to explore, from a 
theoretical and empirical perspective, some answers 
to these pressing questions and contribute to the 
understanding of the risks and opportunities 
resulting from the current political context for the 
future of borders and transborder communities. 
The workshop was structured in four sessions over 
two days with keynote lectures, presentations and 
discussion. During the first session, José Luis 
Valdés Ugalde (UNAM/CISAN), Josiah 
Heyman (University of Texas at El Paso), Enrique 
José Varela (Universidad de Vigo), Christophe 
Sohn (University of Luxembourg) and Emmanuel 
Brunnet-Jailly (University of Victoria) discussed 
whether extant cross-border flows, 
multiculturalism, and integration are the results of 
structural processes at global scale or just processes 
that can be unravel by resurgent nationalisms in 
Europe and North America. In the second session 
James Gerber (San Diego State University), 
Yamilett Martínez (Comisión Sonora Arizona), 

Pablo Wong-González (CIAD), Francisco Lara 
(Arizona State University), Sergio Peña (El Colef/
Ciudad Juarez Norte), Manuel Valenzuela 
(UNISON) and Miguel Ángel Vázquez 
(UNISON) explored the prospects for change and 
adaptation of the United States-Mexico 
borderlands, in light of Trump’s administration 
enunciated new policies and actions regarding 
migration, trade, and border control. Bringing 
together the perspective and expertise of regional 
community leaders and practitioners, the third 
session provided a realistic yet forward-looking 
assessment of the challenges and opportunities for 
transborder communities under an unexpected and 
fluid political context. Participants of the session 
included Denise Moreno Ducheny (University of 
California, San Diego), Patricia Escamilla-
Hamm (RECFronteras), Rosío Barajas (El Colef/
Tijuana), Tony Payán (Mexico Center), Doris 
Marie Provine (Arizona State University) and 
Casandra Hernández Faham (CALA 
Initiatives). The four session consisted of a round 
table that examined whether theoretical 
perspectives prevalent in the field of border studies 
remain relevant in the current context and whether 
there is need for new theoretical perspectives. The 
round table brought together the expertise of Lynn 
Stephen (University of Oregon), Marco 
Bellingeri (Universita di Torino), Kimberly 
Collins (California State University, San 
Bernardino) and Carlos Vélez-Ibáñez (Arizona 
State University).  The participants had ample 
opportunity during the two-day workshop to 
present and discuss their latest research. They also 
spent a substantial amount of time assessing the 
current state of knowledge, identifying 
opportunities for theoretical and methodological 
refinements to address current challenges to the 
field of transborder studies and discussing the 
coordination of future research and the 
communication of results to non-academic 
audiences. 

The results of two day of discussion were 
summarized in a joint session and provided input 
to ideas and plans for future research needs and 
joint projects or collaborations. The joint session 
was facilitated by Xavier Oliveras (El Colef/
Matamoros) and Brendan O’Connor (ASU). 
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Voices from China’s Central Asian 
Borderlands

Steven Parham

‘There  has  always  been  a  border  between 
here and the Chinese, and we Kyrgyz are 
now  on  both  sides  of  it.  [...]  I  think  the 
border  has  always  been  like  a  river: 
sometimes  angry  and  dangerous, 
sometimes  just  a  trickle  between  the 
mountains  depending  on  the  season.  I 
suppose  this  river  has  changed  course 
many times in the past, over the centuries. 
But  now  its  course  is  set.  Like  an  act  of 
nature,  it  suddenly  appeared [...]  without 
asking us Kyrgyz for permission. For years, 
it  brought  us  many  advantages,  like  a 
bountiful  river  with  many  fish.  But 
nowadays  it  floods  our  lands  and  we 
haven’t yet found a way not to be drowned 
by all the water that it brings.’

Rustam is always passionate when he talks 
about  the  state  border 
between  (Kyrgyz)  Central 
Asia  and  (Kyrgyz)  Xinjiang, 
the  largest  province  of  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China. 
We  are  sitting  together 
outside  a  small  café  in  the 
heart of his native settlement 
of  At  Bashy,  the  mountain 
town  in  Kyrgyzstan  that  lies 
closest to Xinjiang. He has just 
finished his night job as singer 
in  a  local  ensemble  of 
musicians  playing  Kyrgyz-
language  cover  songs  of 
American  and  Russian  rock 
artists.  A Kyrgyz  man in  his 
early  50s,  Rustam  is  also  a 
primary  school  teacher  who 
holds  a  doctoral  degree  in 
geothermal  engineering  from 
Leningrad,  where  he  studied 
in the late 1980s. His return to 
distant  At  Bashy  coincided  with  the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the 
birth of Kyrgyzstan. The end of the Soviet 
period in  Kyrgyz history also  spelled the 
end of  his  career  as  an  engineer  and the 
beginning of  his  interest  in the history of 
the Kyrgyz people. It is summer in the Tian 

Shan  mountains,  and  the  heat  is  intense 
despite the late hour of our conversation; 
his  audience  of  off-duty  military  border 
personnel  has  faded  away  and  we  are 
eating  barbecued  mutton  and  drinking 
local  spirits  without being disturbed. Our 
conversation will last all night, as is usual.

Rustam  articulates  what  it  means  to  live 
with  a  border  that  ‘does’  something  by 
symbolising the change felt at first hand by 
borderlanders.  Rustam’s  metaphorical  use 
of  the  border  as  a  ‘river’  emphasises  the 
swelling  and  dwindling  intensity  of  the 
ways  in  which  these  lands  washing  up 
against  the  borderline  –  the  borderlands 
and  their  inhabitants  –  have  experienced 
the effects of the power of the state. In his 
telling,  the  border  can  be  generous  and 
bring bounty.  Towns such as At Bashy in 
Kyrgyzstan gained much from lying ‘at the 
very end of civilization, just before China 
begins,’  as  the town’s chief  of  police told 
me  in  2013.  Yet,  the  border  can  also  be 

dangerous in its function as a floodgate or 
as  a  battlefront.  At  Bashy still  exists  as  a 
town today because it is perched at a gap in 
the mountains on the Chinese frontier.

Here,  at  the  very  heart  of  Eurasia  in  the 
Kyrgyz and Pamiri borderlands of the Tian 
Shan  and  Pamir  shared  today  by  China, 

Kyrgyzstan  and  Tajikistan,  over  the  past 
150 years borders have appeared, changed 
their  course,  and  hardened  or  softened, 
thereby dividing yet also bringing together 
an  array  of  ethnic  groups  in  a  variety  of 
ways. The precise course of that river, that 
is,  the  actual  borderline  between  the 
Chinese  state  and  the  Central  Asian 
Republics,  is  a  demarcation  that  was  not 
drawn by those it  came to divide.  It  was 
not  a  border  that  locals  would  have 
devised, had they been consulted. The act 
of  drawing  this  line  between  Russia  and 
China in the 1860s created the borderlands 
of  Central  Asia  and  Xinjiang  within 
territories home to groups that collectively, 
over  the  following  decades,  came  to  be 
known to their states, to themselves, and to 
each other as Kyrgyz and Pamiri.

Over  the  course  of  its  existence  as  a  line 
marked on the maps of ‘its’ territorial states 
the  borderline  between  Central  Asia  and 
Xinjiang has served many purposes. It was 

a  temporary  line  of 
control (between imperial 
Romanov  Russia  and 
imperial  Qing  China),  a 
line  of  protection  (for 
Kyrgyz,  Uighurs  and 
others  escaping  political 
upheaval to the east or to 
the west)  and a platform 
of  projection  (for  Soviet 
internationalism  and 
Leninist  solutions  to  the 
National  Question  on 
minority  policy).  Then,  a 
forbidden  zone  of  death 
guarded  over  by  the 
panoptic  forces  of  the 
modern state; and, today, 
a  conduit  of  opportunity 
(for  the  successes  of  the 
Chinese economic miracle 

in the economically fragile 
post-Soviet  west).  What 

unites  the  two  sides  of  the  border  is  a 
shared  history  of  territorial  contention, 
interaction with border guards, and trans-
frontier  ethnic  affiliation.  What  divides 
them  are  strongly  held  and  locally 
formulated political  loyalties  to  the  states 
that have drawn and enforced this…

Borderline between China and Tajikistan (near Murghab, Gorno-Badakhshan) 
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borderline  hereby  laying  claim  to  these 
groups’ allegiance. It is not the border that 
has changed over the century-and-a-half of 
its  existence but rather what this line has 
meant  to  the  states  it  borders,  who  its 
inhabitants are and how they relate to each 
other.

Rustam should know all about how easily 
borderlanders’  encounters  with  the  state 
can  appear  as  an  “act  of  nature”.  As  a 
young student from the farthest reaches of 
the state Rustam was invited by a confident 
Soviet  Union  to  participate  in  life  at  its 
heart; by the time his studies ended he was 
an  undesirable  foreigner  from  a  distant 
former  Russian  frontier.  Diplomatic 
arrangements between neighbouring states 
are  experienced  as  unpredictable,  non-
negotiable and inexplicable in locales such 
as the Tian Shan or Pamir. However, both 
the benefits and disadvantages of living on 
the  border  are  exceedingly  visible  to 
borderlanders, and locals assess the quality 
of  the  state  and  its  legitimacy  to  govern 
through  the  manner  in  which  states 
conduct the battle for local loyalties. Due to 
their status as inhabitants of a region which 
‘rubs  up’  against  two  polities  that  claim 
these  borderlanders  in  their  name,  the 
voices  of  borderlanders  illuminate  how 
subjects  of  the  bordered  state  judge  the 
state – both states.

Women and men who, like Rustam, live in 
the mountain ranges of the Tian Shan, Alay 
and Pamirs are eloquent and have much to 
tell about life within and between the post-
Soviet Republics and socialist China, if we 
choose  to  listen  to  voices  which  remain 
unheard  in  policy  debates  and 
humanitarian development discourses that 
focus on state ‘actors’, ethnic ‘factors’ and 
resource ‘flows’.  Traditionally,  accounts of 
border-making  emphasise  the  imposed 
nature of new notions of territoriality and 
political  control  penetrating  ignorant, 
artless  peripheries.  Histories  of 
borderlands tend to emphasise the role of 
the state and how it has expanded into new 
territories  by  infiltrating  the  borderlands-
to-be. Yet, borderlanders’ experiences with 
the  complex  and  changing  relationships 
between  ethnic  and  political  bordering, 
with  their  own  ability  to  influence  such 
edges,  and  with  how  this  relates  to 
processes taking place ‘across the line’ offer 
alternative,  sometimes  angry 
interpretations  of  statehood as  it  is  lived. 
Reception of political change and evolving 
practices  of  state  control,  of  material  and 
ideological  flows  between  and  within 
countries,  reveals  ‘who’  is  exchanging 
goods with whom, and for which reasons, 
rather than ‘what’ is being exchanged and 
in  which  manner.  Viewing  borders  from 
below challenges  conventional  views  that 
attribute to the border a heavily symbolic 
political importance primarily for the state, 
and contests the ethnopolitical categories of 

powerful state actors encountered in much 
‘expertise’ on the region.

In  order  to  plumb  the  depths  of 
borderlanders’  experiences  with  the  ever-
changing states of Kyrgyzstan, China and 
Tajikistan,  I  have  repeatedly  followed 
borderlanders  like  Rustam  through  the 
three  segments  of  the  frontier  for  over 
fifteen years. I have had the opportunity to 
cross borders in such experts’ company, to 
encounter  border  guards  and  other 
wardens  of  the  bureaucratic  state,  and to 
record  how  economic,  physical  and 
communication  avenues  of  exchange  tie 
together  and  set  apart  the  Kyrgyz  and 
Pamiri  borderlands.  I  have  asked  over 
thirty  ‘everyday  experts’  living  and 
working  alongside  borders  to  lend  their 
voices  and provide a  new, more personal 
way of looking at how people in socialist 
and post-socialist  Central  Asia  remember, 
represent and take part in their states; and 
of what it means to live with borders and 
with  China,  with  the  memory  of  Soviet 
might  and  the  contemporary  post-Soviet 
ethnonational state.

In truth, borders are dangerous and violent 
lines which are inescapable facts of life for 
those  living in  their  shadow,  and Central 

Asia  has  an  exceptional  number  of 
complexly bordered spaces and peoples in 
embattled sites where boundaries between 
groups can, yet need not, coincide to form 
the  object  of  state  legitimacy  and  the 
subject of border control.  It  is  through an 
approach of  ‘listening to  borderlanders’  – 
be they locals like Rustam, or smugglers or 
border  guards  –  that  we  may  render  the 
state  legible  in  its  various  manifestations 
and  strip  it  of  finely  worded  arguments 
that so easily seduce us into accepting its 
control over people as static and bordered.

*     *     *
China’s Borderlands: The Faultline of Central Asia is 

published by I.B. Tauris (hardback, 304 pages, 30£/
50$). To order a copy for 21£ before June 30th, go to 

www.ibtauris.com (promo code AN2).

Dr Steven Parham is a post-doctoral researcher in the 
project Proactive Conflict Management at post-Soviet Deep 
Borders funded by the Academy of Finland, conducted 
at the School of Social Sciences and Humanities at the 

University of Tampere, Finland (Tampere Peace 
Research Institute). He earned his PhD in Social 

Anthropology at the University of Bern, Switzerland, 
where he is an Associate Researcher. His research 

focuses on Central Asian and Chinese political 
borders, socialist and post-socialist ethno-political 
loyalties and state citizenships, and discourses of 

border control.

Kyrgyzstan’s border checkpoint at Torugart (Chinese frontier) 

Kyrgzystan’s bordertown of Sary Tash (Tajikistani frontier) 
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The past plays a crucial role in understanding, 
developing  and  implementing  regional 
economic development policies. History reveals 
path  dependencies  in  regions’  economies  and 
informs  about  the  successes  and  failures  of 
policy  instruments.  As  part  of  the  50th 
anniversary celebration of the Regional Studies 
Association,  the  RSA  Research  Network  on 
Regional Economic and Policy History (ReHi) 
has  been  founded  and  funded.  The  main 
objective  of  the  network  is  to  explore  what  a 
historic perspective may contribute to regional 
studies  as  well  as  current  regional  policy-
making and how approaches and methodologies 
used by historians can be better integrated in 
regional studies. This workshop focuses on the 
development  of  cooperation  between  regions 
within and across national borders, with special 
attention  to  communication,  learning  and 
policy transfer. 

KEY THEMES 

In the past decades the world has witnessed two 
strong and parallel  trends.  On the  one  hand, 
flows  of  goods,  people  and  ideas  across 
international  borders  have  increased  in 
conjunction  with  institutional  innovations  in 
the  area  of  cross-border  cooperation  between 
sub-national  (local  and  regional)  authorities. 
This development has been especially strong in 
Europe,  where  since  the  1950s  around  150 
formalized  institutions  for  cooperation  have 
been set up, but similar institutions have been 
created  in  North  and  South  America,  Africa 
and Asia as well. What they have in common is 
that  emphasis  is  put  on  construction  and/or 
reconstruction  of  local  transnational  political, 
social  and  economic  spaces.  Regional 
cooperation  on  continental  scale  (e.g.  EU, 
ASEAN) have  supported  these  endeavours  in 
various ways. 

Some have  noticed  tendencies  to  assume,  and 
aspire for, further development towards cross-
border  regional  integration,  i.e.  the  research 
agenda  on  cross-border  cooperation  has  had 
strong  normative  and  teleological 
underpinnings, often fuelled by policy-demand 
for  short-term  evaluations  of  specific 

programmes or projects. However, the number, 
length and security level of wall or fence border 
has,  according  to  some  estimates,  never  been 
higher  than  today,  with  border  management 
and border  security  being  increasingly  in  the 
focus of commercial and political interest. The 
workshop will aim at taking stock at both these 
empirical  developments  over  time,  paying 
specific  attention  to  communication,  learning 
and policy transfer across regional and national 
boundaries.  Reflections  around  issues 
surrounding  what  kind  of  historical  data  is 
available and how they can be used will feature 
highly in discussions. 

FORMAT OF THE WORKSHOP 

The programme of the workshop takes place on 
Thursday  June  29  and  Friday  June  30.  Key 
notes will be delivered by: 

• Dr. Katja Mirwald, Brunel University: 
Trade-offs in evaluating the long-term 
effects of small projects funds in territorial 
cooperation.

• Dr. Estelle Evrard, University of 
Luxembourg: Reflexivity and mutual 
learning: reconsidering cross-border 
studies with an historical perspective

• Prof. Birte Wassenberg, University of 
Luxembourg, Strasbourg: Linking the 
history of European integration with the 
history of regional territorial cooperation: 
the role of ‘forgotten’ actors. 

Representatives of institutions participating in 
the  network  will  moderate  the  sessions.  A 
special visit to the Vera & Donald Open Society 
Archives will provide for an insight into their 
holdings related to border areas in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Some ongoing research carried 
out at the host institution with in the project 
Cohesify  (http://www.cohesify.eu/the-project/) 
will  be  presented  for  the  first  time  at  the 
workshop. 

 
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION  
We invite colleagues to participate with original 
papers.  Please  send  an  abstract  of  about  400 

words and a short bio with full contact details 
before May 10, 2017 to: 

Sara Svensson (Center for Policy Studies, 
Central European University): 
svenssons@ceu.edu 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
Participation in the event is free of charge.  
Refreshments and beverages will be provided.  
Thanks to the financial support from the RSA 
we will be able to offer several travel bursaries 
for attending the workshop. If you wish to apply 
for a bursary or if you have any questions 
regarding your eligibility, please contact the 
key contact of the REHi network (Marijn 
Molema, Fryske Akademy/Royal Dutch 
Academy of Sciences, m.molema@fryske-
akademy.nl). Please note that bursaries can 
only be offered to participants who are 
members of the RSA and fulfil one of the 
following eligibility criteria: 
• are student or early career members of 

RSA, 
• are associate (retired) members of RSA, 
• are RSA member working in a Band B, C 

or D country (www.regionalstudies.org) 

THE RESEARCH NETWORK 

The Regional Studies Association (RSA) 
Research Network on Regional Economic and 
Policy History will organize 5 workshops and 2 
special sessions from April 2017 until the 
spring of 2019. The network is coordinated by 
its four organisers: dr. Marijn Molema (Fryske 
Akademy/Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences); 
dr. Arno van der Zwet (European Policies 
Research Centre, University of Strathclyde); 
prof. dr. Martin Åberg (Centre for Regional 
Studies, University of Karlstad); and dr. Sara 
Svensson (Center for Policy Studies, Central 
European University). The network’s associated 
partners are the Barlett School of Planning, 
University College London (contact person: 
Prof. dr. John Tomaney); the University 
"Magna Græcia" of Catanzaro, Italy (contact 
person: Prof. dr. Paolo Malanima); and Delft 
Technical University, Netherlands (contact 
person: Dr Marcin Dąbrowski. 

Call for Papers 

‘Cross-border regions & inter-regional policy transfer in the past, present & future’ 
as part of the RSA RESEARCH NETWORK ON REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND POLICY HISTORY 

29 & 30 June 2017 - Center for Policy Studies, Central European University, Budapest 
Deadline for abstract submissions: 10 May 2017 
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PROGRAMA DE TRABAJO

Sesión introductoria 

Lunes 8 de mayo de 2017

Coordinación académica 
MÓNICA VEREA, CISAN-UNAM 

INSCRIPCIONES E INFORMES

Centro de Investigaciones sobre América del Norte (cisan)-unam 
Cecilia Estrada Vila, secretaria técnica del diplomado 
estradav@unam.mx  
Teléfonos: 5623 0307 
www.cisan.unam.mx

SEDE PRESENCIAL

Auditorio del cisan-unam, piso 7, Torre II de Humanidades 
Ciudad Universitaria, México, D. F.

OBJETIVO GENERAL

A partir de un acercamiento multidisciplinario, conocer los aspectos 
sobresalientes de la región de América del Norte desde las perspecti
vas política, jurídica, económica, social y cultural de Estados Unidos y 
Canadá, así como los temas de mayor controversia que afectan su re
lación bilateral con México. 

DURACIÓN 

120 horas distribuidas en 5 módulos o 35 sesionesaula de dos horas 
y media cada una, una sesión introductoria y dos conferencias magis
trales. Las horas restantes serán destinadas para que el diplomando 
investigue y elabore los trabajos requeridos, y establezca comunica-
ción para asesorías individuales y atención de dudas por parte de los 
coordinadores de módulos y profesores. Los tres primeros módulos son 
obligatorios, el resto son optativos y los alumnos deberán elegir uno.

SESIONES

Los lunes, del 8 de mayo de 2017 al martes 6 de marzo de 2018, de las 
17:30 a  las 20:00 hrs., con excepción de los lunes que coincidan con 
días inhábiles en Estados Unidos y Canadá. En esos casos, las sesio-
nes de los tres primeros módulos tendrán lugar los martes en el mis-
mo horario. El módulo 4 se llevará a cabo los martes y el módulo 5, 
los lunes.

OPCIONES

El interesado también puede optar por cursar alguno de los cinco mó
du los; en ese caso se otorgará constancia del módulo cursado.

MODALIDAD PRESENCIAL Y A DISTANCIA

Además de presencial, el diplomado será a distancia. Así, las sesiones 
se transmitirán a sedes remotas mediante videoconferencia. 

BECAS

En el formato presencial, el cisan otorgará un número limitado de 
me  dias becas.

unamcisan@facebook.com
@cisanunam
cisanunam.blogspot.mx/
cisanunamweb

SEDES A DISTANCIA

Estados Unidos: Chicago, Los Ángeles, San Antonio, Seattle, 
Tucson; en Canadá: Gatineau, Hull, Quebec; en Costa Rica: 
San José; en Francia: París; en España: Madrid; en Reino 

Unido: Londres; en China: Pekín

 ESTADOS UNIDOS, MÉXICO Y CANADÁ:

UNA DIMENSIÓN INTERNACIONAL Y REGIONAL 2017-2018

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
CENTRO DE INVESTIGACIONES SOBRE AMÉRICA DEL NORTE

presencial y a distancia de actualización profesional 
DIPLOMADO

MÓDULO I

DINÁMICAS POLÍTICAS

del 22 de mayo al 31 de julio de 2017 

MÓDULO II

VISIONES ESTRATÉGICAS 

del 14 de agosto al 25 de septiembre de 2017 

MÓDULO III

EL ESPACIO SOCIO-CULTURAL 
del 2 de octubre al 27 de noviembre de 2017 

MÓDULO IV

FRONTERA MÉXICO-ESTADOS UNIDOS 

del 23 de enero al 6 de marzo de 2018

MÓDULO V

POLÍTICAS MIGRATORIAS

Y LAS COMUNIDADES LATINAS 

del 15 de enero al 5 de marzo de 2018

CONFERENCIAS MAGISTRALES

Lunes 7 de agosto de 2017
Lunes 27 de noviembre de 2017

Consultar el programa completo en www.cisan.unam.mx

2017

CLADEA

Breaking the mold: 
Anticipating the future of 
global education
October 17-19, 2017
Join fellow academics, schools, faculties, 
and students from around the world as 
they meet at the Riverside Convention 
Center to work through how 
globalization, technology, and new 
perspectives in public finance 
management are challenging the old 
models of higher education.

Rompiendo Paradigmas: 
Anticipando el futuro de una 
educación global 
OCTUBRE 17-19, 2017
Únete a escuelas, estudiantes, profesores y 
académicos de todo el mundo en el Centro 
de Convenciones de Riverside para 
colaborar y entender cómo la 
globalización, tecnología y las nuevas 
perspectivas en la administración de 
finanzas públicas han cambiado los 
antiguos modelos de educación superior.

Riverside Convention Center
Riverside, California, USA

Follow us and join the conversation | Síganos y únase a la conversación
@CLADEA2017

TO PLACE AN ORDER

Go to: www.e-elgar.com
Get up to 20% discount online

UK/ROW ORDERS

Email: sales@e-elgar.co.uk

N/S AMERICA ORDERS

Email: elgarsales@e-elgar.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

OR A FREE COPY OF OUR 

LATEST CATALOGUE

UK/ROW 

Email: info@e-elgar.co.uk

N/S AMERICA  

Email: elgarinfo@e-elgar.com

FOLLOW US!  

For our latest news, 

views and discounts

@Elgar_Geography

KNOWLEDGE BORDERS

Temporary Labor Mobility and the Canada–US Border Region

Kathrine E. Richardson, San Jose State University, US

‘Knowledge Borders is required reading for anyone engaged in the pervasive and mobile world of highly skilled 
workers in advanced technologies. Through a perceptive analysis of the intersection of the Canada–US border, 
with the technology economy in the Seattle–Vancouver corridor and Silicon Valley, this study evaluates the 
efficacy of the NAFTA in facilitating professional cross-border movement in the North American west coast 
region. Kathrine Richardson draws from deep understanding of how borders work, informed comparison with 
other cross-border trade regions, and extensive interviews to assess how firms, immigration officials and 
immigration attorneys interpret NAFTA provisions and tailor a regional skilled labor mobility regime.’

– Victor Konrad, Carleton University, Canada

Key elements of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) deal with temporary labor mobility. 

Ideally, NAFTA status provisions should make the temporary movement of professionals easier across the 

border of all NAFTA countries. However, in the case of emerging sectors such as high technology and the 

creative industries, it is arguably not the case. Within the context of recent literature on cross-border trade, 
city regions, economic clusters, international labor mobility, and post-September 11 security measures, this 
book probes the dynamics of transitory immigration of ‘knowledge-workers’ between the North American 
west coast city regions of Vancouver, Seattle, and the greater San Francisco Bay and Silicon Valley area, namely, 
Cascadia. 

With particular attention given to the experiences and strategies of the high tech firms that must move highly 
skilled workers across the Canada–US border, this book draws from 80 in-depth interviews with Canadian and 
US immigration officials, immigration attorneys and executives and professional staff of new technology firms 
and Fortune 500 companies. It develops and presents new models towards the development of an innovation 
cross border region, and recommends new policy approaches. Ultimately, it explores whether or not the 
Canada–US border is an impediment to the development of cross-border high-tech clusters.

This comprehensive book will serve as a critical resource for academics in geography; political science; 
international relations; global studies; economics; international business and law. It will also strongly appeal to 
practitioners such as professional immigration lawyers, corporate firms, and governmental policy makers alike.

Contents: Part I  1. Introduction  2. Borders and the Movement of the Highly Skilled  3. The Cascadia region  
in Its Wider Context  Part II  4. The Firms  5. The Immigration Officials  6. The Immigration Attorneys   
Part III  7. Conclusion   Index

April 2017  c 296 pp  Hardback  978 1 78536 902 5  c £85.00 (UK/RoW)  •  c $135.00 (N/S America)   
Elgaronline 978 1 78536 903 2
New Horizons in Regional Science series

The digital content platform for libraries. 
Allows multiple user, university wide access.

Includes monographs, research handbooks, encyclopedia, research reviews, journals and much more.  

Please email sales@e-elgar.co.uk (UK/RoW) or elgarsales@e-elgar.com (N/S America) for more information.

Ask your librarian to request a free trial www.elgaronline.com 

Edward Elgar monographs and handbooks are available as ebooks at a paperback price on Google Play, ebooks.com and other ebook vendors.  
Our ebooks are published simultaneously with the print version and are typically priced at c £22.00/c €28.00 for a monograph.
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C U R S O S  E  C O N G R E S O SC U R S O S  E  C O N G R E S O S

Nº 2 3 8

Fronteras en la investigación 
peninsular: temáticas y enfoques 
contemporáneos
Fronteiras na investigação 
peninsular: temáticas e abordagens 
contemporâneas
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EDICIÓN A CARGO DE

Juan Manuel Trillo Santamaría
Iva Pires

En las últimas cuatro décadas se ha desarro-
llado a nivel internacional un amplio campo 
de estudio en torno a las fronteras, con múl-
tiples centros de investigación, programas 
de grado y postgrado, así como numerosos 
congresos y publicaciones. Habiendo nacido 
en el contexto de la geografía, actualmente 
muchas otras disciplinas, desde la historia 
a la antropología, pasando por la ciencia 
política o la economía, están contribuyendo 
a enriquecer la investigación que tiene por 
centro la frontera. Tanto es así, que está 
extendido el uso del término border studies 
para hacer referencia a la vasta gama de 
disciplinas que centran su labor en el estudio 
e impacto de las fronteras en las sociedades 
y los territorios.

En el ámbito de la Península Ibérica, son 
varios los proyectos e investigadores que en 
los últimos años vienen desarrollando una 
intensa labor en los estudios de fronteras, y 
que buscan insertarse en los debates inter-
nacionales. Este encuentro entre las líneas 
de investigación innovadoras y los trabajos 
desarrollados en el contexto ibérico nos con-
dujo a proponer una sesión temática sobre 
fronteras en el seno del XIV Coloquio Ibérico 
de Geografía de 2014.

Esta obra recoge algunas de las contribu-
ciones presentadas entonces, así como otras 
aportaciones de especialistas que se suma-
ron al proyecto colectivo. Ofrecemos de este 
modo una selección de textos que ilustran 
las temáticas y los enfoques contemporáneos 
sobre los estudios fronterizos realizados por 
investigadores peninsulares.
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the Crisis: the Territorial Dimension of the 
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Mantiñán, Valerià Paül Carril
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Edición a cargo de Román Rodríguez González, 
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Urban changes in different scales: systems 
and structures
Edition by Rubén C. Lois González

El desarrollo local en su complejidad
Edición a cargo de Román Rodríguez González, 
Fermín Rodríguez Gutiérrez

The ‘Europe 2020 Strategy’ was issued in 2010 
by the European Commission. This document 
constitutes a growth scheme for the decade 
2010-2020 that aims to help the European 
Union to emerge from the current crisis 
through the so-called smart, sustainable and 
inclusive dimensions of growth.

In this context, the basic aim of the 
SIESTA (“Spatial Indicators for a ‘Europe 2020 
Strategy’ Territorial Analysis”) Project has 
been to illustrate the territorial dimension 
of the ‘Europe 2020 Strategy’. In other 
words, to show how this document acts 
territorially, particularly at the regional 
scale, but, when possible, also at the urban 
level. The SIESTA Project has been funded 
by ESPON (“European Observation Network 
for Territorial Development and Cohesion”), 
a European Commission Programme whose 
mission is to support policy development in 
relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and 
a harmonious development of the European 
territory.

This book includes most of the main 
findings and conclusions obtained through 
research of the SIESTA Project. The contents 
were presented and discussed as keynote 
addresses or communications at the SIESTA 
Final Conference held in Santiago de 
Compostela, Galicia, on 4-5 April 2013.
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French, Laurence Armand & 
Manzanárez, Magdaleno (2016).  North 
American Border Conflicts: Race, Politics, 
and Ethics. CRC Press.

North American Border Conflicts: Race, 
Politics, and Ethics adds to the current 
discussion on class, race, ethnic, and 
sectarian divides, not only within the 
United States but throughout the 
Americas in general. The book explores 
the phenomenon of border challenges 
throughout the world, particularly the 
current increase in population migration 
in the America, Europe, Asia, the Middle 
East, and Africa, which has been linked 
to human trafficking and many other 
causes of human suffering. North 
American Border Conflicts takes students 
through the rich, sad history of border 
conflict on this continent.

THE U.S.-MEXICO TRANSBORDER 
REGION
CULTURAL DYNAMICS AND HISTORICAL INTERACTIONS

CARLOS VÉLEZ-IBÁÑEZ AND JOSIAH HEYMAN

One of the most complete collections of essays on U.S.-Mexico 
border studies

The U.S.-Mexico Transborder Region presents advanced anthropological theo-
rizing of culture in an important regional setting. Not a static entity, the trans- 
border region is peopled by ever-changing groups who face the challenges of social  
inequality: political enforcement of privilege, economic subordination of  
indigenous communities, and organized resistance to domination.

The book, influenced by the work of Eric Wolf and senior editor Carlos 
Vélez-Ibáñez, centers on the greater Mexican North/U.S. Southwest, although 
the geographic range extends farther. This tradition, like other transborder  
approaches, attends to complex and fluid cultural and linguistic processes,  
going beyond the classical modern anthropological vision of one people, one cul-
ture, one language. With respect to recent approaches, however, it is more deeply  
social, focusing on vertical relations of power and horizontal bonds of mutuality.

Vélez-Ibáñez and Heyman envision this region as involving diverse and 
unequal social groups in dynamic motion over thousands of years. Thus the  
historical interaction of the U.S.-Mexico border, however massively unequal 
and powerful, is only the most recent manifestation of this longer history and 
common ecology. Contributors emphasize the dynamic “transborder” quality— 
conflicts, resistance, slanting, displacements, and persistence—in order to 
combine a critical perspective on unequal power relations with a questioning 
perspective on claims to bounded simplicity and perfection.

The book is notable for its high degree of connection across the various chap-
ters, strengthened by internal syntheses from notable border scholars, including 
Alejandro Lugo and Roberto R. Alvarez. In the final section, Judith Freidenberg 
draws general lessons from particular case studies, summarizing that “access 
to valued scarce resources prompts the erection of human differences that get  
solidified into borders,” dividing and limiting, engendering vulnerabilities and 
marginalizing some people.

At a time when understanding the U.S.-Mexico border is more important 
than ever, this volume offers a critical anthropological and historical approach to 
working in transborder regions.

CARLOS VÉLEZ- IBÁÑEZ  is Regents’ Professor and Motorola Presidential 
Professor of Neighborhood Revitalization in the School of Transborder Studies and 
Professor of Human Evolution and Social Change at Arizona State University. 

JOSIAH HE YM AN  is a professor of anthropology, Endowed Professor of Border 
Trade Issues, and director of the Center for Interamerican and Border Studies at 
the University of Texas at El Paso. 

April

392 pp.

6 x 9

17 b&w illustrations, 11 maps, 11 tables

Library Cloth

978-0-8165-3626-9 / $70.00 S

Paper

978-0-8165-3515-6 / $35.00 S

Electronic edition available

|  AN T HROP OLO GY | 

|  BORDER S T UDIES | 

20% OFF
with code 

FLR
www.uapress.arizona.edu

1 (800) 621-2736

New book on cross-border cooperation launched at ECAS 
2017 Conference, Basel

Join us at the European Conference on African Studies (ECAS) on June 30, 2017, 
from 6-7:30pm for the launch of the new OECD book Cross-Border Co-Operation and 
Policy Networks in West Africa. The launch features two panels focusing on cross-
border cooperation, by Laurent Bossard and Marie Trémolières (OECD), Daniel Bach 
(Sciences Po Bordeaux), Mohamadou Abdoul (African Union), Leena Hoffmann 
(CILSS), Bruce Byiers (ECDPM) and Olivier Walther (University of Southern 
Denmark). 

The book can be downloaded here:
http://www1.oecd.org/publications/cross-border-co-operation-and-policy-networks-in-
west-africa-9789264265875-en.htm
More information about ECAS 2017 is available at: https://ecas2017.ch/

http://www1.oecd.org/publications/cross-border-co-operation-and-policy-networks-in-west-africa-9789264265875-en.htm
http://www1.oecd.org/publications/cross-border-co-operation-and-policy-networks-in-west-africa-9789264265875-en.htm
https://ecas2017.ch/
http://www1.oecd.org/publications/cross-border-co-operation-and-policy-networks-in-west-africa-9789264265875-en.htm
http://www1.oecd.org/publications/cross-border-co-operation-and-policy-networks-in-west-africa-9789264265875-en.htm
https://ecas2017.ch/
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