A SE MIA NNUA L NE WS LE T T E R

VOL. 36 · ISSUE 1 · FALL 2015.

La Frontera
Association for Borderlands Studies Newsletter

Published by the ABS Secretariat. Design and Coding © Copyright 2015 All rights reserved.

Highlights of This Issue
Message from the
President
President Iwashita
recaps the past year and
outlines the future
developments for the
association.
Page 1

Editor: Jussi Laine
New Officer
ABS members voted
for their 2nd Vice
President who will take
over the position of
Vice President next
April at the ABS
Annual Meeting in
Portland
Page 3

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Dear ABS colleagues,

New Board Members
ABS warmly welcomes
three new board
members!
Page 4

Lifetime Achievement
Award
Prof. Ellwyn Stoddard
recognized with ABS
Lifetime Achievement
Award at the 2015
ABS annual conference
in Portland, OR.

A Forty Years’
Partnership
Steve Mumme recaps
the longstanding
partnership between
WSSA and the
Association for
Borderlands Studies.

Page 5

Page 11

Pages 18-21

Center for Asia-Pacific Future Studies at
Kyushu University, Japan, is concentrating
on developing border studies in Asia, and
together with Hokkaido University’s Border
Research Unit, we are making the Japan
Chapter of the ABS as a trial. This includes
the organization of the first ABS outreach
seminar in Oceania, which will be hosted by
Alexander Bukh in New Zealand. All of the
results of our efforts will be shared with
ABS members as we strive to develop an
exciting new chapter of border studies in the
world. Korean, Indian, and Chinese
colleagues are also working with us to build
our cooperative border studies community
in Asia in spite of the difficulties over border
issues in the region. We are working to
develop our community in partnership with
scholars in the traditional regions of borders
studies in Europe and North American, as
well as creating a global network beyond
these regions, so that various institutions
and organizations concerning border studies
are co-developed.

Time flies! I truly hope that all our ABS
members have fully enjoyed their
academic life since
our
Portland
conference
finished
with great success.
The 2015 convention
was a big year, and
we welcomed almost
200 participants from
26 different countries.
We featured panels on the dynamic
theoretical developments in border
studies, as well as a wealth of engaging
comparative studies on borders from all
corners of the globe. The membership of
the ABS has remained strong. I am also
delighted that this legacy will be
continued at Reno with President-elect,
Martha Patricia Barraza de Anda, This development of border studies is of
organizing and planning the conference. course not limited to Asia. Europe is hosting
One of my missions as President of the ABS BRIT XV next May on the Germanis to encourage new researchers to join the Denmark borderlands. We have so many
ABS research camp, especially from my conferences rushing by all over the world
home region in Asia. A newly established and border-studies is becoming an
ABS Executive Secretariat
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Annual Meeting CfP
ABS invites proposals
for individual papers
and complete panels
related to the study of
borders for the 2016
annual conference

increasingly important feature of the social
sciences and humanities. As researchers
whose work cuts across disciplinary and
international borders, we also face
challenges over which communities to join
given our limited time and financial
resources. ABS needs to position itself as the
most
attractive
organization
for
coordinating and helping to develop the
many emerging border studies schools. In
order to realize this opportunity, the ABS
should gather distinguished scholars and
practitioners, as well as do all we can to
encourage younger scholars and those from
outside the traditional geographical and
disciplinary areas of border studies to join
us.
We have a chance to capture this moment of
growth in the world of border studies. It is a
mission that should involve all members and
all levels of ABS. I look forward to
discussing our bright future together in
Reno.

Akihiro Iwashita, President
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MENSAJE DE LA
PRESIDENTA ELECTA

Estimados y estimadas integrantes
de la ABS,
Es un honor y un gran reto ocupar
la primera vice-presidencia en el
periodo 2015-2016. A esta posición,
tal y como aparece en nuestros
estatutos, corresponde la
formidable tarea de organizar y
convocar a la Reunión Anual 2016.
En este año, la Reunión tendrá
lugar en Reno, Nevada del 13 al
16 de Abril de 2016. Para tal efecto,
se conformó un Comité Asesor del
Programa ABS 2016, que incluye a
Akihiro Iwashita de la Universidad
de Hokkaido (Japan); Jussi Laine de
la Universidad de Finlandia
Oriental (Finlandia); Tony Payan de
la Universidad Autónoma de
Ciudad Juárez (México) y
Universidad de Rice (Estados
Unidos); Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera
de la Universidad de Texas RGV,
Campus Brownsville (Estados
Unidos); Adriana Dorfman de la
Universidad Federal de Río Grande
do Sul (Brasil); T. Mark Montoya de
la Universidad del Norte de Arizona
(Estados Unidos) y Anne-Laure
Amilhat Szary de la Universidad
Joseph Fourier (Francia). De manera
coordinada tomamos la decisión de
elegir como tema central: “Las
fronteras en el siglo XXI:
Instituciones y gobernanza
transfronteriza.” El propósito es
fomentar un amplio debate en donde
se analicen problemáticas, procesos,
casos exitosos y desafíos en relación
con los subtemas de seguridad,
movilidad humana, procesos
administrativos transfronterizos,
economías fronterizas, flujos de
conocimientos, culturas híbridas, y
medio ambiente. A la par de las
sesiones ordinarias, también
convocamos a cuatro sesiones
plenarias, con temáticas que en estos
tiempos requieren ser discutidas y
analizadas por la trascendencia que
tienen en muchas de las fronteras de
los diferentes continentes, como son:
la administración transfronteriza en
materia de costas, puertos y mares,
el papel de la biométrica y la
tecnología en el futuro de la
administración fronteriza, los datos
masivos, compartición de
información, cíberdelitos, y bases de
datos comunes y el tema de
refugiados y asilo político. Todos
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estos temas ocuparán los días que
nos reuniremos en Reno, Nevada y
esperamos llegar a conclusiones
trascendentes que se deriven de las
investigaciones que los y las
integrantes de nuestra asociación
presenten.
Igualmente, nos dimos a la tarea de
establecer dos fechas adicionales a la
fecha del envío de la propuesta
resumida. La primera, que será el 28
de febrero de 2016, es para enviar
las ponencias de las personas
interesadas en que sean integradas
en una Memoria en versión CD, la
cual se entregará durante el
congreso. Esto significa un reto. Sin
embargo, consideramos importante
ir impulsando pequeños cambios que
contribuyan acrecentar el
patrimonio escrito de la asociación.
La segunda fecha, el 15 de julio de
2016, es con la finalidad de recibir
trabajos que puedan ser publicados
en uno o varios libros, previo
dictamen.
Me gustaría hacer notar que estas
ideas surgieron a partir de la
experiencia que se tuvo en el “XV
Congreso Internacional sobre
Integración Regional, Fronteras
y Globalización en el Continente
Americano y el IV Congreso
Internacional de Ciudades
Fronterizas”, recién llevado a cabo
los días 28, 29 y 30 de octubre en la
Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad
Juárez (UACJ), en Ciudad Juárez,
Chihuahua, México. Organizado por
el grupo de investigación de
Estudios Fronterizos de la UACJ;
el Seminario Permanente de
Estudios Chicanos y de Fronteras,
de la Dirección de Etnología y
Antropología Social del Instituto
Nacional de Antropología e Historia
de México, D. F.; el Grupo de
Estudios sobre Regionalismo,
Integración Económica y Desarrollo
de la Universidad de Los Andes en
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Mérida, Venezuela; el
Departamento de Trabajo Social,
de la Facultad de Ciencias Sociales y
Humanas, de la Universidad de
Antioquia en Medellín, Antioquia,
Colombia; el Departamento de
Estudios Internacionales y de
Frontera, de la Universidad
Francisco de Paula Santander en
Cúcuta, Colombia; el Grupo de
Investigaciones
Interdisciplinarias sobre Espacio
Social (G2IES), de la Universidad
Nacional de la Patagonia Austral en
Santa Cruz, Argentina; la
Universidad de Finlandia
Oriental en Joensuu, Finlandia; la
Asociación de Estudios
Fronterizos (ABS) y el proyecto
Borders in Globalization de la
Universidad de Victoria, Canadá.
En este importante evento, se
presentaron 318 ponencias de
académicas y académicos de 17
países. Destacó la participación de
investigadores e investigadoras de
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia,
Estados Unidos, Puerto Rico y
Venezuela, además de México y
varios países europeos.

Un interés particular de la ABS
y compromiso de la vicepresidencia fue aprovechar ese
espacio tanto para la difusión de
nuestra Asociación como de la
Conferencia en Reno. De hecho
se contó con una mesa
permanente con trípticos
informativos, y se estuvieron
distribuyendo volantes en las
diferentes mesas, conferencias
magistrales y presentaciones de
libros. Esperamos que esta tarea
redunde en un incremento de la
membresía de nuestra
Asociación, así como en una
mayor participación en nuestra

Reunión en Reno. La experiencia
e investigaciones de nuestros
colegas en América Latina, sin
duda contribuirán a fortalecer
los propósitos de nuestra
Asociación.
Finalmente, me gustaría
agradecer y reconocer el apoyo de
todas y todos ustedes y en
particular del Dr. Jussi Laine,
Secretario Ejecutivo de la ABS,
quien de forma por demás
diligente, siempre está dispuesto
y atento en el seguimiento de las
tareas y compromisos de la ABS.
¡Esperamos que la Reunión en
Reno sea todo un éxito!
¡Nos vemos en Reno!

Dra. Patricia Barraza
Presidenta Electa de la ABS
2015-2016
President Elect and 2016 ABS
Program Chair
Universidad Autónoma de
Ciudad Juárez, México
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New ABS Officer
Recently, ABS members voted for their Second Vice President who will take over the position of
Vice President next April 2016 at the ABS Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada.

The nomination committee, chaired by Prof. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, nominated two candidates for the election of the
ABS Second Vice President. The nominations were approved by the President of the ABS, Prof. Akihiro Iwashita.
The candidates were:
•
•

Dr. Kimberly Collins, California State University, San Bernardino, USA
Dr. Francisco Lara, Arizona State University, USA

Dr. Lara was declared the winner after having received 52.0% (39) of the 75 eligible votes received. Congratulations!
Dr. Collins received 45.33% (34) of the eligible votes, 2 abstained.

Francisco Lara
Bio
Dr. Francisco Lara is an associate
professor in the School of Transborder
Studies and Director of the Program for
Transborder Communities at Arizona
State University. He earned a Ph.D. in
Urban and Environmental Planning
from the University of Michigan and
holds degrees in regional development
and economics from El Colegio de la
Frontera Norte (COLEF) and the
Universidad
Autónoma
de
Baja
California (UABC) in Tijuana.
His current research work focuses on
understanding the role of structural and
institutional change on cooperation and
sustainable urban governance in border
settings across the Americas. He is also
interested in the potential for green
infrastructure approaches as a strategy to
mitigate and adapt to climate change in

ABS Executive Secretariat
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border cities. In partnership with
COLEF, he designed and developed the
Transborder Information System, which
includes a set of composite indices to
measure progress toward a livable, safer,
competitive, and sustainable US-Mexico
border region. Recent publications on the
border include: Local responses to climate
change vulnerability along the western
reach of the U.S.-Mexico border (2013),
Quality of life in the United StatesMéxico border region, current status and
emerging trends (2013) and Reimagining the U.S.-Mexico border:
policies toward a more competitive and
sustainable transborder region (2011).
At the School of Transborder Studies,
Francisco teaches classes on Transborder
Theory
and
US-Mexico
border
development. He is also an affiliated
faculty of the Centro de Investigación de
América del Norte (UNAM), El Colegio
de la Frontera Norte, the Center for
Population Dynamics, and the Global
Institute of Sustainability.
Vision Statement
I have been a member of the Association
of Borderland Studies since 1991 and I
have served in several committees and
been appointed to the Board of Directors
in 2000, 2012 and 2014. I believe that
our association has made substantial
progress in establishing itself as the
leading
international
academic

organization in interdisciplinary border
research and scholarship. As an officer of
the association, I will focus my energy in
consolidating
this
trend,
while
simultaneously working to strengthen
the legacy of ABS as a diverse and
inclusive organization.
My goals for ABS will be to promote and
increase
membership
through
a
comprehensive outreach effort targeting
border scholars at universities in the USMexico border, Latin America, Asia, and
other world regions; as well as promoting
collaboration and exchange between
scholars across continents. I will work
toward the development of a competitive
travel grant program for young scholars
and graduate students that need financial
assistance to attend the ABS annual
meeting. I will also advocate for the
establishment
of
collaborative
partnerships with public, private, and
community
entities
working
in
international border issues as a way to
foster new opportunities for scholarship
and socially embedded research for our
members.
ABS should consolidate its position as
the point of reference for the most
innovative and rigorous research on
border issues globally. I am willing to
work with all my colleagues in
strengthening our association and the
field of border studies as an
interdisciplinary, comparative, dynamic
and impactful academic field.

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland
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ABS Welcomes

New Board Members

Dr. César M. Fuentes

Dr. Laurie Trautman

Dr. Dhananjay Tripathi

Colef, México

Western Washington University,
USA

South Asian University, New
Delhi, India

César M. Fuentes Flores es maestro en desarrollo
regional por El Colegio de la Frontera Norte y
doctor en planeación urbana y regional por la
Universidad del Sur de California. Desde 1990 se

Laurie Trautman is the Associate Director of the
Border Policy Research Institute at Western
Washington University. She engages in a range of
research activities related primarily to the U.S. Canada border, particularly in the region
surrounding Washington State and British
Columbia. In addition to her role on campus
working with faculty and students, she also
collaborates with both private sector and
governmental agencies to promote policyrelevant research.

Dr. Dhananjay Tripathi is assistant professor in
the department of International Relations of the
South Asian University (SAU), New Delhi, India.
SAU is an international university established by
eight member nations of South Asian Association
for Regional Co-operation (SAARC). He has

desempeña como profesor-investigador El
Colegio de la Frontera Norte en la sede de Ciudad
Juárez, Chihuahua, adscrito al Departamento de
Estudios Urbanos y Medio Ambiente. Sus líneas
de investigación son estructura urbana; vivienda;
transporte e infraestructura urbana. Desde 1995
pertenece al Sistema Nacional de Investigadores.
Ha publicado más de 30 artículos en revistas
especializadas nacionales e internacionales y 15
capítulos en libros.
César M. Fuentes is professor of the Department
of Urban and Environmental Studies at the El
Colegio de la Frontera Norte at Ciudad Juárez (El
Colef). He teaches curses on border economics,
urban planning, research methods. His research
interests focus in land use management, urban
economics, regional economics and transborder
urban planning. Fuentes is the author of many
articles on housing, urban economics, and U.SMexico Border Cities. He is the author of one
authored book and 3 co-edited books on the U.S.Mexico border in 2005 Binational Planning and
Transborder Cooperation in the U.S.-Mexico
Border” and in 2010 including Cities and
Citizenship at the U.S.-Mexico Border: El Paso del
Norte Metropolitan Region.

"
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Laurie obtained her PhD in geography from the
University of Oregon, where she studied
immigration policies and labor markets in a
comparative context. Her dissertation,
“Temporary Worker, Permanent Alien: A comparative
analysis of guest worker policy in the United States
and Canada,” focused on the intersection between
the construction of national policies and local
labor market dynamics and incorporated both
discourse analysis and in-depth case studies in
Canadian and U.S. communities. Laurie holds a
MSc. from Montana State University in
geography and a BA from Western Washington
University in Economics.

authored a book on ‘Development Role of the
European Union in South Asia’ and contributed in
edited volumes and peer-reviewed journals
including -Journal of Borderland Studies, Eurasia
Border Review, Quarterly of International Sociology,
USI Journal, etc.
He is presently working on an edited volume on
Afghanistan (in print) – ‘Afghanistan Post- 2014:
Power Configurations and Evolving Trajectories’. His
research interest includes, Regional Integration
Process, Border Studies, International Political
Economy, South Asian Politics, The European
Union, and Indian Foreign policy.

In addition to her academic background, Laurie
also has a range of experience in the non-profit
sector.

ABS Executive Secretariat

The nomination of the three new Board Members
was headed by Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera,
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, UTRGV
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ABS 2015 Lifetime Achievement Award
Prof. Ellwyn Stoddard
In its relative short existence the ABS Lifetime Achievement Award has already
become one of the traditions of our association. Personally, I think it is remarkable
that we only started two years ago with this award. It seems quite evident that an
association honours members that have been important in their history.
In the past two years Oscar Martinez and Ed Williams were the laureates. As this
is only the third award to be granted, of course there are many who deserve to be
awarded, according to the award committee it was a relatively easy task to
nominate this year’s nominee.
Christine Brenner, Oscar Martinez and Ed Williams recommended prof. Ellwyn
Stoddard to be rewarded for his efforts for the ABS. He is the founding president
and important inspiration of the ABS. As one of the committee members described
him: “He is clearly the most important of the original twelve apostles and
arguably more significant than anyone who has come after”.
Furthermore he is the brains behind the original bylaws and organizational system
that we have had all these years. And of course he has been a distinguished scholar
in sociology and anthropology during his career, and recognised as a leading
border scholar. Prof. Stoddard received his Ph.D. from Michigan State University
in 1961, and is now a professor emeritus of sociology and anthropology at the
University of Texas at El Paso.
He is the author or co-author of roughly a hundred publications, including:
- Conceptual Models of Human Behavior in Disaster (1968);
- Mexican Americans (1973 [1981];
- Borderlands Sourcebook: A Guide to the Literature on Northern Mexico and the
American Southwest (1983, winner of the 1984 Southwest Book Award);
- Patterns of Poverty along the U.S.-Mexico Border (1987);
- Maquila: Assembly Plants in Northern Mexico (1987);
After his retirement in 1999 Ellwyn kept on being productive and published a
borderland trilogy consisting of
- U.S.-Mexico Borderlands Issues: The Bi-National Boundary, Immigration and
Economic Policies (2001);
- U.S.-Mexico Borderlands Studies: Multidisciplinary Perspectives and Concepts
(2002);
- U.S.-Mexico Borderlands as a Multi-Cultural Region (2005).
We are very glad that prof. Stoddard accepted the invitation to come to Portland
and talk about the ABS and his perspective on how we have evolved.

Martin van der Velde, Past President

ABS Executive Secretariat
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PROJECT REPORT

Past Presidents’ Book Award 2015
The Association of Borderlands Studies (ABS) Past
Presidents’ Book Award were announced during
the association’s 2015 Annual Meeting organized
at Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront,
Portland, Oregon, USA on April 8-11, 2015. The
2015 awards were granted as follows:

BRONZE AWARD: Isabelle Thuy Pelaud, Lan Duong, research on this cross-border region. It represents
Mariam B. Lam, and Kathy L. Nguyen, (eds.)
the current research of the leading scholars
Troubling Borders: An Anthology of Art and
Literature by Southeast Asian Women in the
Diaspora
University of Washington Press, 2014

GOLD AWARD: Tero Mustonen & Kaisu Mustonen
Eastern Sámi Atlas
Snowchange, 2011.

working on this region and it is a major
contribution to the field. The bronze award was
given to Troubling Borders because this anthology
of art and literature by Southeast Asian Women
was highly original, visual and poetic in its
expression of the cross-border migration
experience.
The 2015 Award Committee consisted of
Dr. Victor Konrad (Chair) of Carleton University
Dr. Jenna Loyd of University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee
Dr. Matthew Mitchelson of Kennesaw State
University, and
Dr. Andrew Burridge of University of Exeter.

The Eastern Sámi Atlas was selected as the gold
award winner because it was a unique and rich
study of Sami culture and history in a cross-border
context. The book is based on an extensive project
to resurrect, document, compile and express the
Sami experience, not only as an indigenous culture
SILVER AWARD: Heikki Eskelinen, Ilkka Liikanen, but one that crosses borders and is enriched by
and James W. Scott (eds.)
this process. This book is exemplary of the deep
The EU-Russian Borderland: New Contexts for ethnography, geographical analysis, and synthesis
that is possible and indeed necessary to
Regional Cooperation
comprehend how borders and culture touch and
Routledge, 2012
combine in our globalizing world, and how the
border experience may be documented and
explored. The Eastern Sami Atlas is an
achievement in border publication and a model
for other extensive projects to document and
comprehend the meeting of borders and cultures.
The committee was also impressed by the quality,
originality and contribution of the books selected
as silver and bronze award winners. The EURussia Borderland is a well-designed and
effectively presented anthology of contemporary

"
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The ABS Past Presidents’ Book Award is
presented to any published monographic (single
or multiple authored, including edited) book in the
social and natural sciences, and humanities
involving original research on borders,
borderlands and border regions, and reviewed in
the Journal of Borderlands Studies.
The Gold Award consists of a plaque, a certificate and a
year’s free membership in ABS. Also, the winner of the
2015 Gold Award will chair the ABS book award
committee for 2016 and be the ABS guest and keynote
speaker at the annual meeting in Reno, Nevada.

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland
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Of Interest...
Seminar about Guantanamo Bay
Internal borders can be treated as international
borders by countries that lease parts of their
territory to other nations, and nowhere is this
more striking than at Guantanamo Bay, the
U.S. military base in Cuba. Michael J. Strauss
(Centre d'Etudes Diplomatiques et
Stratégiques, Paris) has created a seminar
about this unique territory, and how its status
as a leased zone has influenced the territory
itself, its border, U.S.-Cuban relations and
international law. The seminar can range from
a single lecture to a 15-hour short course, and
can be given in English, Spanish or French. It
is offered on a visiting basis in exchange for
expenses and a modest honorarium. For more
information please contact Michael J. Strauss
(m.strauss@wanadoo.fr).
Portraying Borders Virtual Research
Centre
A new virtual research center on borders has
been developed at California State University,
San Bernardino:
http://portrayingborders.csusb.edu
Under the guidance of Dr. Kimberly Collins,
information and data related to borders
throughout the globe will be displayed in this
virtual center. The purpose of this center is
two-fold: first, to provide a comparative look at
borderlands through data for students,
scholars, and other interested parties; and
second, to have a centralized data site that can
add to the overall discussion of life in
borderlands. Currently, we have data related to
the U.S.-Mexican border and have developed a
number of different modes for viewing it. These
include a border tour through Google Earth
that incorporates data for each county and
municipality; indicator bulletins for the
Imperial County, California-Mexicali, Baja
California region published by the California
Center for Border and Regional Economic

ABS Executive Secretariat
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Studies; monographs from the Southwest
Consortium for Environmental Research and
Policy; special studies; and the data and
indicators available in pdf format for
downloading. We are in the process of
developing maps of the border using GIS, and
will spatially display and compare different
borders on this page. We are also beginning
work on the U.S.-Canadian border, and are
working with Dr. Naomi Chi from Hokkaido
University, to provide data on the JapaneseKorean border. If you are interested in
partnering with us, please contact Kimberly
Collins at kimberly@csusb.edu.
New Book: Neighbourhood Policy and the
Construction of the European External
Borders - Springer 2015
Editors: Filippo Celata e Raffaella ColettiThis
book looks both backward and forward with
regard to the European Union’s political
strategies towards its neighbouring countries.
By bringing together the perspectives of critical
geopolitics, policy studies and border studies, it
presents a comprehensive review of the
European Neighbourhood Policy and how it
impacts the ongoing construction of the EU’s
external frontiers.
Is the EU committed to promoting integration
in a ‘wider’ European space, or is a “fortress
Europe” emerging where the strengthening of
internal cohesion is coupled with the
militarisation of its external borders? The book
aims to problematize this question by showing
how the EU’s external policies are based on a
mixture of openness and closure, inclusion and
exclusion, cooperation and securitisation. The
European Neighbourhood Policy is a
controversial strategy where regionalization
and bordering, homogenisations and
differentiations, centrifugal and centripetal
forces proceed side-by-side, in an explicit
attempt to construct a selective, mobile and
fragmented border.

A specific focus is devoted to the diversity of
geo-strategies the EU is pursuing in its
neighbouring countries and regions, macroregional strategies and cross-border cooperation
initiatives as new scales of cooperation, and the
role of other global players.
More info: http://www.springer.com/gp/book/
9783319184517
New Book
Fotohistorias: Participatory Photography and
the Experience of Migration
By Ricardo Gomez and Sara Vannini,
University of Washington, USA
Fotohistorias is a Participatory Photography
project that documents the life stories of
migrants in the North, in the South, and at the
US-Mexico Border, to help surface the richness,
diversity and depth of their roots, experiences,
and aspirations. As an example of what de
Souza Santos calls Sociology of Emergence,
this project offers a counter-narrative that
demonstrates the power of their determination,
re-valorizes their human dignity and their
contribution to society.
In Fotohistorias elicit how immigrant day
laborers, recently deported immigrants, and
prospective migrants in their place of origin
reflect their values and culture through photos
and stories. In particular, we seek to
understand what are the essential elements of
everyday life for immigrants at the transition
point of the US-Mexico border, in their
community of origin, and in an established
location such as Seattle, and how transience,
identity, and culture reflected in the pictures
taken and the stories told by immigrants.
Gomez, Ricardo & Vannini, Sara (2015).
Fotohistorias: Participatory Photography and
the Experience of Migration. Charleston,
SC:CreateSpace. 375 pgs.
Visit the project web site:
www.fotohistorias.org

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland
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A FORTY YEARS’ PARTNERSHIP:
THE ASSOCIATION FOR BORDERLANDS STUDIES
AND THE WESTERN SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION
— Steve Mumme, Colorado State University
When the Western Social Science
Association gathers in Reno next April
(2016), it will mark a milestone of sorts,
the 40th anniversary of the longstanding
partnership between WSSA and the
Association for Borderlands Studies. As
many WSSAns are aware, ABS is one of
W S S A’s
oldest
“ a f fi l i a t e d ”
organizations, and, for much of its
history the largest. Their close ties are
historically manifest in the leadership of
the two organizations.
Since ABS’s inception, two of its presidents
(David Hornbeck and Jim Peach) also
presided over WSSA, and many more ABSers
have held positions on WSSA’s executive
council. Over the years, the links between
these two distinct professional organizations
and their joint contributions to each other’s
development
have
been
constructive,
symbiotic, and cordial even as both
associations periodically experienced their
challenges and growing pains. These historic
ties should not obscure the fact that these are
different organizations with overlapping
professional aims and objectives that
occasionally strain as well as bind. A short
review of ABS’s development and WSSA ties
may be helpful for understanding the state of
this symbiosis today.
The Association of Borderlands Studies
(originally the Association for Borderlands
Scholars) was officially established in 1976 in
affiliation with WSSA as an initiative of a
small but growing body of scholars in various
disciplines, most located at U.S. border state
colleges and universities, who saw the need
for a professional body to facilitate systematic
study of the rapidly urbanizing U.S.-Mexico
border region— within a comparative
international context. A number of these
scholars—sociologist Ellwyn Stoddard and
geographer David Hornbeck, for example—
were WSSA members, participating through
one of its disciplinary or interdisciplinary
sections. Less than two decades old, WSSA’s
"
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umbrella organizational structure and its
Western regional orientation had considerable
appeal at a time when mainstream
disciplinary organizations had little interest
in scholarly exotica like border studies. From
its inception, ABS membership grew rapidly.
By 1983 ABS boasted 276 members, many of
whom joined WSSA. From the beginning, the
ABS sought to stimulate border studies
across international boundaries, taking
advantage of new border institutes in Mexico,
the U.S., and Canada, as well as interest in
border studies in Europe. In 1986, ABS
launched its own journal, the Journal of
Borderlands Studies, aimed at broadening its
international professional impact. In 1991,
the ABS received a substantial two-year
grant of $20,000 from the Ford Foundation to
stimulate borderlands scholarship in Mexico
through stipends supporting travel and
accommodations at the WSSA conference, a
grant renewed biannually for six years that
supported as many as 20 Mexican scholars
annually to participate in ABS panels at the
WSSA conference. Such developments were
mutually
beneficial
and
contributed
significantly to an international presence at
the WSSA/ABS conference.
By the mid-1990’s, ABS’s international
presence had broadened well beyond its
original focus on the U.S.-Mexico border with
its own affiliations with European centers
and border studies outposts in Latin America
and Africa. With its strong WSSA base it
could afford to occasionally meet elsewhere,
hosting conferences in border cities like
Tijuana and Nogales. ABS members joined
European colleagues at various continental
venues on a regular basis. Even so, when
challenges arose, as they did, first, with the
Ford Foundation’s termination of its grant
program for Mexican scholars, and later, with
ABS Secretariat mismanagement in 2005,
WSSA proved its worth as an organizational
cushion and venue for ABS renewal.
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In 2006, ABS took a decisive step toward
greater internationalization when its
secretariat transitioned to the University of
Victoria. Under the able management of
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly as Executive
Secretary, and Michael Patrick, Martin van
der Velde, and Henk van Houtum as JBS
editors, closer links were forged with
Canadian institutions, the Border Regions in
Transition (BRIT) network in Europe, and
Asian border research institutes. This further
diversified participants and scholarship at the
WSSA/ABS meetings. In 2013, with the ABS
Secretariat relocated to the University of
Eastern Finland, the ABS took another step
forward by organizing its First World
Conference in Joensuu, Finland. Buoyed by
its success, the ABS board aims to sponsor
such an event at various international
locations every five years going forward.
ABS’s
evolution,
its
greater
internationalization and diversification as a
professional
body,
while
occasionally
complicating WSSA’s conference planning,
has certainly been synergistic for both
parties. WSSA continues to anchor the
smaller ABS, and ABS continues to sustain,
internationalize, and diversify the WSSA.
Recent ABS trends point to greater
involvement of European scholars and
institutions driven both by ABS’s internal
goal of strengthening its international
components and by the reality of greater
institutional support for borderlands
scholarship within the European Union.
These structural trends will deepen. But it is
also true that ABS continues to have some of
its strongest scholarly roots and ties in North
America and along the U.S.-Mexico border,
which continues to serve, as founder Ellywn
Stoddard so often observed, as a remarkable
scholarly laboratory for borderlands studies.
ABS’s transcontinental membership, growth,
and outreach will continue to benefit from
legs across the pond, its North American shoe
firmly planted in WSSA.

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland

L

A

F

R

O

N

T

E

R

A

3

6

(

1

)

On the Road to Hanoi: The Evolving Role of the Hekou,
China-Lao Cai, Vietnam Border Crossing
— Victor Konrad, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada

In June, 2015, I had the opportunity to
explore the evolving border crossing on
the main road between Kunming, China
and Hanoi, Vietnam. The crossing at
Hekou, China and Lao Cai, Vietnam has
expanded prodigiously in recent years
as China has moved rapidly to enhance
trade with its neighbors in Southeast
Asia. Hekou/Lao Cai is a fascinating
place for border studies research and
insight because the border crossing has
evolved within little more than a decade
from a closed crossing between noncommunicative neighboring states to a
substantial thoroughfare for
international and global trade. This
change in border relations is evident in
many aspects of the economic, social,
political and cultural geography of the
border crossing. This brief report and the
accompanying pictures illustrate the
nature of border life in this changing
cross-border community. Moreover, the
article raises questions that we as
border studies specialists need to engage
in our efforts to discover how
borderlands emerge.

Aerial view of the border cities of Hekou, China and Lao Cai, Vietnam

sanctioned trade between Vietnam and
China, and also developed an expanded local
exchange of goods and services. This local
and long distance exchange grew very fast
and attracted participation from the
surrounding region on both sides of the
border. In the following decade, the crossborder flows grew to thousands of persons
crossing the border each way. These were
mainly Vietnamese who lined up at the
Hekou gate before the border opened each
Sustaining and Protecting the Border
morning, and then rushed into the city in a
During the late 20th century, Hekou and Lao massive stream of up to 10,000 people and
Cai faced each other across a fortified border vehicles. This border crush required hours to
along the Red (Hong Ha, Yuanjiang) River. document and dissipate. Yet, the trading
dividends outweighed the inconvenience and
The military presence was overt in both
the cross-border interaction at the Hekouplaces and official cross-border traffic was
Lao Cai crossing continued to grow.
very limited. The bridge was extremely
quiet. Most cross-border activity in the
region was informal and carried out beyond
the watchful eyes of authorities. The Hmong,
Hani, Yao and Dai (Thai) minorities
operated within cross-border territories
along the China-Vietnam border. This
interaction was social and cultural and it
extended to trade in both low order goods
and illicit high order goods.
Emerging Borderlands
In the 1990s, the border cities of Hekou and
Lao Cai became more actively engaged in
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The quiet Lao Cai Gate

Open Border
During the past decade, border interaction
has become even more extensive but the
border crossing has evolved into a more
rationalized and effective cross-border
system. As China has normalized relations
with Vietnam, and expanded vastly its trade
with Vietnam and other countries in
Southeast Asia, the road from Kunming to
Hanoi has become an important link in a
growing network of crossing points from
Yunnan Province to neighboring countries.
The corridor from Kunming to the Vietnam
border has seen the construction of the four
lane Xinhe highway through formidable
ridge and valley terrain extending from the
plateau at Mengzi to the jungles and
plantations along the Red River. The steep
highway grade is made passable with
numerous tunnels and high level bridges
which added substantially to the billions of
Yuan required to build the road. Also part of
this infrastructure corridor are hydro and
pipelines, and a new railway to replace the
pre-WWII narrow gauge railroad closed in
2003. A trip that once took days by road is
now accomplished in five hours from
Kunming to Hekou.
In Hekou the borderlands have evolved to
accommodate the vastly improved
accessibility to the once remote border
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One of many Xinhe Highway bridges

crossing. A new bridge has been
constructed across the Red River just west
of the city of Hekou to serve most vehicle
traffic and the increasing number of trucks
travelling between Kunming and Hanoi.
Military checkpoints at the end of the
expressway serve to check people and goods
about to leave China or enter the Hekou
trading areas, and they also serve to keep
Vietnamese in Hekou from venturing
beyond the border city. The Beishan
Development Area is a trading zone situated
at the new bridge where it serves the
growing goods trade between Vietnam and
China. Most of this trade originates in
China. At the older Hekou-Lao Cai crossing,
the traffic still originates mostly in Vietnam,
and is now limited to persons and persons
with carts and motorcycles. These two lines
are processed efficiently by Chinese officials
in new air-conditioned customs and
immigration facilities. The Vietnamese still
line up for the 8am opening of the Chinese
border but the rush is now a wave of people
rather than vehicles. Those who reach the
gates first are processed first and they can
get on with their service jobs in Hekou or
find the best spots to sell their wares in the
Chinese city.

Kunming to Hanoi Railroad
"
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The highway bridge for vehicles on the road to Hanoi

In less than two decades, the Hekou border
culture, and infrastructure in shaping the
crossing from China to Vietnam has emerged nature of border places? How does the
from relative isolation and obscurity to
personality of a border place emerge?
become one of Yunnan Province’s major
Gateways to Southeast Asia. Yet, the city of
Hekou and its Vietnamese counterpart Lao
Cai also have become vibrant centers of local
and regional trade and labour exchange. The
places are growing in wealth and population
and attracting people and investment from
their immediate regions as well as more
widely in China and Vietnam. These
observations lead to several important
questions. How do borderlands originate
and develop as borders are opened after
years of limited interaction? How do border
Vietnamese trader offering local melons in
places evolve from perimeter security
Hekou, China
locations to gateways? What are the relative
impacts of governance, economic forces,

Vietnamese morning rush to cross to China
ABS Executive Secretariat

-

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland

L

A

F

R

O

N

T

E

R

A

3

6

(

1

)

BorderFacts: Double Tri-Border
While the precise number of
international “tripoints” is difficult to
determine because of political
disputes, a United Nations registry
lists 176 places where the borders of
three countries meet. With sixteen,
China has the highest number of
tripoints for one country. Remarkably,
Austria has nine tripoints despite its
relatively small size.
Perhaps the world’s most notable tripoints
fall in the middle of the Zambezi River,
near the borders of Botswana, Namibia,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe in southern
Africa. The area features a unique “double
tripoint,” with the two tripoints separated
by about 150 meters (490 feet). The two
tripoints are shown on this satellite image
of the Zambezi River, which was captured
by the Operational Land Imager (OLI) on
Landsat 8. Namibia, Botswana, and
Zambia come together at a westerly point
in the river; Zambia, Zimbabwe, and
Botswana come together at the easterly
point. The borders shown above come from
a data set maintained by the U.S. State
Department’s Humanitarian Information
Unit.
The borders in this area have generated
controversy over the years. In 1970, for
instance, South Africa (which used to

control Namibia) claimed that all four
countries came together in a quadripoint
and questioned whether Zambia had a
right to operate a ferry between Botswana
and Kazungula, Zambia. More recently
officials in Zimbabwe have resisted a plan
agreed upon by Botswana and Zambia to
replace the ferry with a bridge on the
grounds that the bridge would go through
Zimbabwean territory. Nevertheless, the
target date for completion of the bridge is
2018.

Lusaka Times (2014, September 13)
Zambia and Botswana officially
launch the construction works
for Kazungula Bridge across the
Zambezi River. Accessed May 6,
2015.
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Opportunities of Cross-Border
Cooperation Between Small
and Medium Cities in Europe
— Antoine Decoville, Frédéric Durand & Valérie Feltgen, LISER
This report has been written by the
Luxembourg Institute of SocioEconomic Research (LISER), on behalf
of the Department of Spatial Planning
and Development of the Ministry of
Sustainable Development and
Infrastructure in Luxembourg. It was
conducted within the programme of the
Italy, Latvia and Luxembourg Trio
Presidency of the Council of the
European Union relative to urban
policy and territorial development. The
Executives of these three countries
decided to put to the fore the umbrella
theme of small and medium cities and
the assessment of the implementation
of the Territorial Cohesion objective
and the Territorial Agenda 2020. The
Luxembourgish presidency (from July
to December 2015) focuses on the
opportunities of cooperation between
small and medium-sized cities
embedded in cross-border urban
polycentric systems.
It seems that the most common objective
which is targeted throughout European
cross-border cooperation initiatives between
cities is to combine the means, the knowhow and resources in order to acquire a
critical mass. The idea is that in the
globalized context of economic competition,
cross-border cooperation can enable small
and medium cities to benefit from their
complementarities and to achieve together
what a single city would not be able to
achieve by itself. This notion of critical
mass can be understood in two different
ways: either by pooling resources, notably
financial ones, in view of the collective
needs or by sharing know-how and skills
proper to each area in order to improve
services quality and to favour innovation or
the taking off of certain economic activities
thanks to “cross-fertilisation”.

"
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The second challenge identified in our
comparative analysis is to bring more
coherence in terms of spatial planning
between small and medium cities at the
cross-border level, through the elaboration
of common territorial strategies. Indeed,
border regions are areas of contact between
territorial systems with various political,
cultural, economic and institutional
heritages. Border regions are therefore
managed in different ways, and sometimes
these differences go against an efficient
organization of space at the cross-border
level, especially concerning transport
infrastructure, environmental protection or
urban development. This is why strategies
for a more integrated spatial development
have been developed in numerous examples,
such as in the Greater Geneva, in the
Oresund Region or in the Eurometropolis
Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai.
The third challenge often met in the
comparative study is to provide an
international image of the border region.
Small or medium border cities can gain a
lot by profiling themselves as being at the
interface of various different territorial
systems. These advantages can be
appreciated, for example, by investors
seeking “bridgeheads” into new markets.
The second part proposes an overview of
cross-border cooperation initiatives in
Europe. 21 different case-studies,
representing a great diversity of spatial
contexts, have been analyzed through
descriptive fact sheets. These results
highlight some contradictory mechanisms
between cross-border interactions and
cross-border convergence. A high intensity
of interactions does not always lead to more
similarity concerning territorial
characteristics. These findings should
encourage to adopt a multi-dimensional
approach of the concept of cross-border
integration, as already done by border
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scholars such as Van Houtum (2000) and
his three approaches (flow, cross-border
cooperation, people). The overview of casestudies analyzed in the report suggests even
to differentiate four different approaches of
cross-border integration:
•

The functional approach of integration
relates to the interactions occurring on
either side of the border.

•

The institutional approach looks at the
organization of cross-border
cooperation and at the networking of
actors to let emerge, assist or
encourage cross-border initiatives.

•

The structural approach of cross-border
integration relates to the comparison of
the characteristics of two bordering
spatial territories, and focuses on the
dynamics of convergence or divergence
between them.

•

The ideational approach designates a
variety of more subjective elements,
linked to individual and collective
representations, such as the sharing of
common social values and references,
or the identification with similar
images and symbols.

The last part, drawing on the lessons from
the analysis of the case studies, highlights
three main factors influencing cross-border
integration between small and medium
cities. Some of these factors can be
influenced by policymakers, some other
hardly. The first factor concerns the
geographical context. Indeed, the belonging
or not to a political or economic
transnational space, such as the EU, the
Schengen area, or the Eurozone plays of
course an important role in the intensity of
cross-border cooperation, as well as the date
of entry into the agreement. Cross-border
integration requires time, and this also
explains why cooperation beyond borders…
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seems to be more developed in the countries
which are part of the EU since a long time,
even if there are exceptions to this rule. In
addition, the spatial configurations between
small and medium cities impacts the nature
and intensity of cross-border integration. In
the case of cross-border urban territories
which belong to a single cross-border
agglomeration, political actors are
confronted with the necessity to manage,
together, a certain number of local services
for their inhabitants. This explains to a large
extent why the cooperation is often more
advanced there than in other cross-border
regions. But of course this kind of spatial
configuration can also sometimes generate
tensions for instance in relation to the
problem of financing certain kinds of
infrastructure and services. In a polycentric
configuration in which the geographical
distance between small and medium cities is
more important, local actors who engage in
cross-border cooperation are de facto in a
kind of “distant collaboration”, without
territorial continuity between their
respective areas of sovereignty. The forms of
cross-border cooperation that are developed
there are different, often focused on a
reduced number of strategic and flexible
collaborations.
The second factor which is crucial is the
structure of the cross-border governance.
And the first step to reach an efficient
governance structure is the identification of
common objectives and of win-win
potentialities. It is often the lack of prospects
of any positive benefits which constitutes the
first limit to a strong involvement of the
policymakers in small and medium cities. In
order to reach an efficient governance
structure, it is necessary to use the existing
legal tools, like the European groupings for
territorial cooperation, and also the means
that are available, such as INTERREG.
Opening the governance arena to noninstitutional actors is also very important to
gain legitimacy, and to propagate the ideal of
the cross-border project beyond the classical
institutional circles. Last but not least, and
this is probably the most complex issue,
cross-border integration depends also on the
quality of the interpersonal relations
between policymakers. Leadership, trust,
involvement and legitimacy are necessary,
and it sometimes happens that,
unfortunately, the dynamic of cross-border
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cooperation stops when a leader leaves the
scene.

Decoville A., Durand F., Feltgen V.
(2015) Opportunities of cross-border
cooperation between small and medium
The third factor that we have identified is the cities in Europe. Report realized on
feeling that people can have regarding the
behalf of the Department of Spatial
fact that they share a common cross-border
Planning and Development of the
living area. This factor can be influenced by Ministry of Sustainable Development
the organization of events and actions which and Infrastructure in Luxembourg, 55p.
can increase the feeling that societies on each
side of a border share the same community of For further information, please contact:
interests. Cross-border schools, student
Antoine DECOVILLE
exchanges, festivals, are examples of actions antoine.decoville@liser.lu
and events that can be promoted in order to
Frédéric DURAND
combat prejudice and to get to know better
frederic.durand@liser.lu
the neighbor, his territory and his culture.
Luxembourg Institute of Socio*
*
*
Economic Research (LISER)
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Implementation of Border Management Programme in
Central Asia, 9th Phase (BOMCA 9) started
- Raitis Tiliks, BOMCA 9 Regional Manager

Implementation of Border
Management Programme in Central
Asia, 9th Phase (BOMCA 9) started
on 15 June 2015 with duration for 36
months. The Beneficiaries of BOMCA
9 are five Central Asia countries:
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
BOMCA 9 budget is 4 954 785 euro
(90,90% funded by the European
Union)
The European Union allocated a sum of
EUR 33.6 million to previous BOMCA 1
– 8 phases for the period 2003 - 2014.
As one of the EU’s largest regional
programmes in Central Asia, BOMCA
assists the gradual adoption of modern
border management methods in Central
Asia to enhance border security and
facilitate legal trade and transit.
BOMCA 9 is implemented by the
Consortium of Partners: State Border
Guard of the Republic of Latvia (Project
Leader), Customs Department under the
Ministry of Finance of the Republic of
Lithuania, Riga Technical University
(Latvia), Food and Veterinary Service of
the Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia,
State Revenue Service of the Republic of
Latvia, and International Centre for
Migration Policy Development (ICMPD)
with Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.
Associate partners are: Immigration and
Border Service of Portuguese Republic,
and Ministry of Interior of Hungary.
BOMCA 9 overall wider objective is to
increase effectiveness and efficiency of
border management in Central Asia by
introducing advanced elements of the
Integrated Border Management (IBM),
assisting governments in developing and
reforming their migration governance,

"
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mobility and trade facilitation policies,
strengthening capacities of Border and
Migration Agencies, and, thus
contributing to the security and economic
development at national and regional
levels.
BOMCA 9 specific objectives:
•

To sustain institutional development
in the transition to more effective and
efficient methods of border
management, replicating best
practices of the IBM paradigm

•

To develop legal and procedural
instruments, as well as advanced
practices to manage regular and
irregular migration at borders, in
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compliance with international norms
and standards
•

To introduce measures to increase the
efficiency of border checks and
procedures facilitating licit trade and
transit of goods and countering
various forms of smuggling

The final beneficiaries of the Programme
include staff and management of border
and migration related agencies, businesses
and other clients (international and
national), migrant workers, border
communities, and population of Central
Asian countries who will benefit from
more secure borders, well managed
mobility and migration flows, and
increased trade facilitation.
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Borders in Globalization (BiG) is an innovative, integrative,
and sustainable global network of academic partners, which is
engaged with non-academic organizations that are involved in
the management of borders and borderlands worldwide. Border
studies are global in reach, and so we ground our core
partnership in Canada and associate with key research centers
worldwide. This provides support for a global policy-research
agenda that serves Canadian interests.
The basic goal is to build excellence in the knowledge and
understanding of borders. To this end, the partners will work together
to create new policy and foster knowledge transfer in order to address
such globalization forces as security, trade and migration flows, and
also to understand the forces of technology, self-determination and
regionalization that are affecting borders and borderlands in regions
around the world.
Our program of research places Canadian scholars at the core of an
international partnership, with the objectives of developing policy and
knowledge from an international perspective and thus developing
professional and academic training. A central tool to this end is roundtables between policy makers and academics that inform all our work
from its inception; Round-tables lead to research, policy forums,
summer schools, conferences, policy reports, briefs and books, and
inform both theory and practice related to orders.
Since 2011, border studies knowledge has expanded in ‘leaps and
bounds’. Our proposed research develops the field significantly, is
interdisciplinary across all social sciences, and is organized around a
few critical themes that frame key discussions: self-determination,
governance complexity, local culture, political clout, market and
migration flows, and borders in motion. Policy makers, policy activists
and social scientists need more than the existing partial – narrowly
defined or territorially limited - explanations of border issues that are
available. They need to go beyond, for example, the study of the
internal and external borders of the European Union or the study of
the maritime borders of Japan. This proposed research program moves
the field forward by developing a global scholarship to theoretical
conceptual thinking on borders, while privileging the practical issues
that policy-makers face daily.
BIG is directed by Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly from the Centre for
Global Studies at the University of Victoria, in Victoria, British
Columbia, Canada; Victor Konrad at Carleton University (Ottawa,
Canada) co-directs the project. There are ten university partners in
Canada: Carleton, école Nationale d’Administration Publique,
Lethbridge, Ottawa, Regina, RMCC, Sherbrooke, Trent, Université du
Québec à Montréal, and Wilfrid Laurier; and eleven from around the
world: Autonomous University of Ciudad Juárez (Mexico), BenGurion University (Israel), Radboud University (The Netherlands),
Queen’s University Belfast, University of Eastern Finland, Université
de Grenoble (France), University of Luxembourg, University of
Southern Denmark, The University at Buffalo (SUNY), and Western
Washington University.
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This project is made possible from the generous funding of the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council. In addition to funding
from SSHRC, our academic partners contribute matching funding,
and our non-academic partners provide cash and in-kind support.
*

*

*

*

Several of our worldwide partners are organizing events to showcase
and mobilize our research. BiG was a proud sponsor of the recent
international conference at the Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad
Juárez organized by Tony Payan and colleagues October 23-30, 2015.
Martin Klatt at the University of Southern Denmark will host
a Seminar for key stakeholders of cross-border cooperation in the
Danish-German border region, 1 December 2015, Alsion campus,
Sønderborg. The Keynote speaker is Karl Heinz Lambertz, Vice
President of the Committee of Regions, Chairman of the German
Community within the Belgian Parliament, president of the Executive
Committee of the Association of European Border Regions. Many
studies document a trend to metropolitan regions as future centers of
development, while peripheral rural regions are threatened by an
ageing population, outmigration of especially higher educated young
people and economic inertia. These trends are even stronger in border
regions because of the barrier function of the border. Border regions are
often identified with “provinciality” as the term characterizing the
lack of attractiveness of these regions for higher educated young
people: from apparently few cultural offers, frozen political structures
to narrow-mindedness of its population. On this after-work workshop,
we will dig into these prejudices together with experienced
stakeholders within cross-border cooperation in business, culture and
politics. The aim is to think strategies on how border regions can solve
this mental dilemma and be recognized as attractive places to live and
locate a business. The workshop will be held in Danish and German.
Martin Van Der Velde at Nijmegen University, Radboud is
organizing a policy forum for May 22-23 2016 at the Euregio RhineWaal, Kleve, Germany. This policy forum wants to set up a dialogue
especially but not exclusively among European academic partners and
non-academic organizations. This dialogue on the border as a resource
will be framed by the ‘BIG’-approach, where the six central themes or
perspective will be guiding. These are in random order culture,
history, security, flows, sustainability and governance. The invited
participants will reflect these themes. The forum will take the form of a
few presentations by keynote speakers and most importantly (plenary
and/or group) discussions. This all with the aim to stimulate new
research and policy in this important arena.

For information on these seminars, or Borders in Globalization more
generally, please contact the Project Manager at the University of
Victoria, Nicole Bates-Eamer, nbeamer@uvic.ca
www.biglobalization.org | Twitter: @BIG_UVic
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Conference Report on “Reshaping Border
Studies in Asia and the Pacific”
March 7-8, Fukuoka, Japan – Center for Asia-Pacific Future Studies 1st Symposium
- Edward Boyle, Center for Asia Pacific Future Studies, Kyushu University

In early 2015, the newly-established
Center for Asia-Pacific Future Studies of
Kyushu University hosted its first
international symposium at the Solaria
Nishitetsu Hotel in Fukuoka, Japan.
Bringing together over 30 researchers
from 10 countries, it offered a perfect
reflection of the ambitious energy that
had been channeled into the Center’s
founding. This ambition was also
reflected in the breadth of the vision that
the Center sought to articulate in this
first symposium.
The establishment of the Center reflected the
culmination of efforts to establish Border
Studies in Japan upon firm institutional
foundations. While there were many people in
Japan who had been conducting research
related to borders, they remained isolated from
one another in the absence of a border studies
framework. It has only been in the last five
years that the embryonic development of a
Japanese border studies community has
become apparent, brought together in the first
instance by the Global COE Program
“Reshaping Japan’s Border Studies” and

"
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further developed with the establishment of
the Japan International Border Studies
Network and the Eurasia Unit for Border
Research (Japan) at Hokkaido University. The
founding of the Center for Asia-Pacific Future
Studies would offer another research node to
knit together border studies research being
conducted throughout Japan and offer the
institutional basis for the diffusion of the field
throughout Asia.
As the Executive Vice-President of Kyushu
University, Reiko Aoki, noted in her address
which closed the first day’s session, the
interdisciplinary character of border studies
would also prove vital in enabling the Center
for Asia-Pacific Future Studies to work
towards connecting different disciplines
together inside Kyushu University and in
elevating the global profile of the university
through this interdisciplinary cooperation
between the Humanities and Social Sciences.
It is this that guarantees the Center for AsiaPacific Future Studies a key role in Kyushu
University’s drive to become a Top Global
University. This global role was emphasized
by the breadth of panels on display.

ABS Executive Secretariat

-

The opening session on March 7th featured
interventions from a number of prominent
scholars. Following the warm words of
welcome granted by Takatoshi Matsubara, the
Director of the Center, it was the turn of GiWook Shin of Stanford University to offer his
reflections on the need for tolerance and
diversity in a contemporary world
characterized by movement and tension. Jussi
Laine, Executive Secretary of the Association
of Borderlands Studies, then provided a
snapshot of the history of this preeminent
border studies institution, before going on to
emphasize the importance of borders in the
mind as well as on the map and the need for
our ideas regarding borders to reflect the
context of their contemporary existence rather
than the circumstances of their production.
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Finally, Akihiro Iwashita, Professor at the
Slavic-Eurasia Research Center and currently
President of the Association of Borderlands
Studies, emphasized the importance of
developing the discipline of border studies,
not just in Japan, but in Asia as a whole.
While half of the symposium discussed the
‘Future of Asian Studies’, the other half
concerned with borders was treated to
extensive reflections on a number of topics
vital to not just border studies in Japan, but
to thinking about borders on a wider Asian,
or even global, scale. On the first day, the key
intervention was provided by Serghei
Golunov and Yasunori Hanamatsu, both now
of Kyushu University and associated with the
Center, who reflected on the concept of Border
Tourism, how to categorize it and how it
could be developed as a resource by both states
and borderland communities. On the second
day, the importance of borders for the state
was again examined by Professor Sergei
Sevastianov, of the Far Eastern Federal
University, and Paul Richardson, of the
University of Manchester, whose papers
looked at the continuing yet changing role of
borders in International Relations. The final
panel, consisting of Yoshihiro Masuda of
Nippon Bunri University and Edward Boyle,
now of Kyushu University, examined the
formation and situation of Japan’s borders to
the south and the north of the archipelago,
grounding universally applicable border
studies concepts in the past and present
realities of Japan’s borders.
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held on November 23rd in Fukuoka and is
entitled “Contesting Territory – Sovereignty,
Tourism and Aesthetics”. John Agnew of
UCLA will offer a plenary talk on ‘Geopolitics
in the Age of Globalization’, while the second
panel shall seek to ground such discussion in
a particular disputed territory, exploring the
local manifestations of geopolitical trends in
the DMZ of the Korean Peninsula, focusing
on its implications for the sovereignty of the
state and how this is made present through
tourist and economic development. Finally,
the third panel, featuring Anne-Laure
Amilhat-Szary of the Université GrenobleAlpes, will deal with the larger issue of how
borders exist in our minds, drawing on the
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role and representation of borders in art in
order to understand how borders exist as
aesthetic as well as material concerns.
It is hoped that the hosting of such a
conference will be indicative of the growing
maturation of the field in Japan, which will be
further developed in the New Year with the
establishment of the ABS Japan Chapter. The
implementation of this ambitious pilot project
in one of border studies newer outposts offers
further confirmation of the growing maturity
and global reach of both the Association of
Borderlands Studies as an organization and
the field of border studies as a whole.

The last session of the second day consisted of
a roundtable symposium to discuss the future
of border studies in the Asia-Pacific. Building
upon the contributions offered over the course
of the previous two days, the session, led by
Akihiro Iwashita, sought to draw upon the
experiences of each of these scholars in order
to provide a roadmap for how we all should
think of doing border studies in the future.
While based upon each scholar’s personal
experiences, the result was a series of
reflections that offered something of a
manifesto to the Center for Asia-Pacific
Future Studies, one that would seek to draw
upon the border studies expertise clearly
present in Japan while situating within a
more genuinely global(ized) context. This
discussion shall be reproduced in its entirety
in the next issue of Eurasian Border Studies.
The importance of global context is apparent
in the Center’s next big event, which is to be
ABS Executive Secretariat

-

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland

1
" 7

L

A

F

R

O

N

T

E

R

A

3

6

(

1

)

Call for Papers

2016 Annual Conference
April 13-16, 2016, Grand Sierra Resort and Casino, Reno, NV, USA
The Association for Borderlands Studies invites proposals for individual papers and complete panels related to the study of borders. Papers on all
topics and areas concerned with border studies are invited but we particularly welcome papers related to the theme for the 2016 annual
conference: “Borders in the XXI century: Border institutions and governance”. This theme attempt to encourage debate on how are borders
governed. How are institutions that govern borders built and adjusted over time? What is the role that political and social actors and citizens on
both sides of a border play in the construction and adaptation of cross border governance institutions? What role do they play in re-shaping public
policies, designed and implemented, by central governments?
The program committee invites papers that discuss the issues, processes, successful cases and especially cases that strongly challenge our concept
of borders in the following sub-themes: security; human mobility; border management; border economics; knowledge flows; hybrid cultures;
environmental issues. It is strongly recommended that the papers seek to address cross-cutting issues related to human rights and public policies.
Alongside regular sessions, there will be plenary sessions on the following topics:
•
Maritime, Port and Coastal Border Security and Management
•
The play of technologies and biometrics in the future of border management
•
Big Data, Information Sharing, Cyber Crime and Data Sharing
•
Refugees and Political Asylum
Please include the following information in your proposal:
•
Title of presentation
•
Name, affiliation, mailing address, telephone number and email address
•
Other authors
•
Abstract not to exceed 200 words
Scholars willing to serve as moderators or discussants should also please indicate their interest in the proposal.
The deadline for abstracts is December 15, 2015. The letter of acceptance will be sent to you by email no later than January 30, 2016. Please note
that to receive the certificate of participation you must have paid the WSSA registration fee and the ABS 2016 membership.
Deadline to receive submission from interested persons on being integrated its papers in a memory in CD version, which will be presented during
the congress: February 28, 2016. (The length is 20 to 25 pages with double spacing, Times New Roman 12, normal range, letter size, in Word for
Windows format).
Deadline for submission of papers to the Organizing Committee for its dictum and possible publication in a book in Mexico: July 15, 2016. This
allows the incorporation of the discussions held at the event.
Publication of papers in a book:
The papers will be submitted to a review committee and those selected will be published. To this end, the Committee subsequently will send
publishing detailed rules to be incorporated. Depending on the amount of selected materials and the resources available, they will be posted in one
or more thematic books which are likely to be co-published by some of the institutions to which the participants belong.
Please submit proposals and papers to the program chair and coordinator: Dr. Patricia Barraza (mbarraza@uacj.mx).
2016 ABS Program Advisory Committee:
Patricia Barraza (Autonomous University of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico)
•
Akihiro Iwashita (Hokkaido University, Japan)
•
Jussi Laine (University of Eastern Finland, Finland)
•
Tony Payan, (Autonomous University of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico and Rice University, USA)
•
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (University of Texas RGV, Brownsville Campus)
•
Adriana Dorfman (Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil)
•
T. Mark Montoya (Northern Arizona University)
•
Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary (Université Joseph Fourier Grenoble)
•
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Convocatoria

A la Conferencia Anual 2016
13 al 16, 2016, Grand Sierra Resort and Casino, Reno, Nevada, Estados Unidos
La Asociación de Estudios Fronterizos (ABS) convoca a participar en la Reunión Anual 2016 a través de ponencias individuales y/o integración de
paneles sobre el tema de estudios fronterizos. Los escritos sobre temas y áreas relacionadas con el estudio de las fronteras son bienvenidos,
particularmente aquellos que se circunscriban al tema central de la Conferencia Anual 2016: “Las fronteras en el siglo XXI: Instituciones y
gobernanza transfronteriza". Esta temática pretende fomentar un debate en: ¿Cómo se gobiernan las fronteras? ¿Cómo se construyen y adecuan
las instituciones que gobiernan las fronteras? ¿Qué papel tienen los actores políticos, sociales y la ciudadanía en general de ambos lados de la
frontera, en la construcción y adecuación de las instituciones que gobierna las zonas fronterizas? ¿Cuál es su papel en la re-conformación de
políticas públicas (diseñadas e implementadas) por los gobiernos centrales?
Se pretende que los trabajos que se presenten analicen la problemática, los procesos, los casos exitosos y los que presentan fuertes desafíos en
relación con los siguientes subtemas: seguridad; movilidad humana; procesos administrativos transfronterizos; economías fronterizas; flujos de
conocimientos, culturas híbridas, y medio ambiente. Se recomienda que los temas transversales a los subtemas se dirijan a los siguientes temas:
derechos humanos y políticas públicas.
Paralelamente a las sesiones ordinarias, se pretende dar un énfasis especial a varias sesiones extraordinarias bajo los siguientes temas:
•
Administración transfronteriza en materia de costas, puertos y mares
•
El papel de la biométrica y la tecnología en el futuro de la administración fronteriza
•
Datos masivos, compartición de información, cíberdelitos, y bases de datos comunes
•
Refugiados y asilo político
Favor de enviar la propuesta con la siguiente información:
•
Título de la presentación
•
Nombre, Afiliación Institucional, Dirección postal, Número de teléfono y Dirección de correo electrónico
•
Co-Autores
Resumen no mayor de 200 palabras, incluyendo palabras clave
•
Se convoca también los/las panelistas interesados/as en participar como moderadores/as o comentaristas que indiquen su interés en la
propuesta
Fecha límite para recibir resúmenes: 15 de diciembre de 2015 (con extensión de una cuartilla como máximo, espacio y medio, letra Times New
Roman 12, margen normal, tamaño carta). La carta de aceptación será enviada por correo electrónico a más tardar el 30 de enero 2016. Por
favor tome nota que para recibir la constancia de participación deberá haber pagado la cuota de la WSSA y la membresía 2016 de la ABS.
Fecha límite para recibir ponencias de las personas interesadas en que sean integradas en una Memoria en versión CD, la cual se entregará
durante el congreso: 28 de febrero de 2016 (cuya extensión será de 20 a 25 cuartillas a espacio y medio, letra tipo Times New Roman 12, margen
normal, tamaño carta, en formato Word para Windows).
Fecha límite para la entrega de ponencias al Comité Organizador para su dictamen y posible publicación en libro: 15 de julio de 2016 (para la
posible incorporación de las discusiones realizadas en el evento).
Favor de enviar los resúmenes y ponencias a la Directora y Coordinadora del Programa: Dra. Patricia Barraza (mbarraza@uacj.mx).
Publicación de ponencias en libro:
Las ponencias, serán sometidas a un Comité Dictaminador y las que sean seleccionadas serán publicadas. Para tal efecto, el Comité enviará
posteriormente las normas editoriales detalladas que deberán incorporar. Dependiendo de la cantidad de los materiales seleccionados y de los
recursos disponibles, se publicarán uno o varios libros temáticos los cuales serán posiblemente coeditados por algunas de las instituciones a las
que pertenecen los participantes.
Comité Asesor del Programa ABS 2016:
•
Martha Patricia Barraza De Anda (Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez, México)
•
Akihiro Iwashita (Universidad de Hokkaido, Japan)
•
Jussi Laine (Universidad de Finlandia Oriental, Finlandia)
•
Tony Payan, (Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez, México y Universidad de Rice, Estados Unidos)
•
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (Universidad de Texas RGV, Campus Brownsville)
•
Adriana Dorfman (Universidad Federal de Río Grande do Sul, Brasil)
•
T. Mark Montoya (Universidad del Norte de Arizona)
•
Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary (Universidad Joseph Fourier de Grenoble).
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Call for RISC sponsored

PREMIO AL MEJOR TRABAJO ESCRITO

BEST PAPER AWARD

Convocatoria Patrocinada por RISC

2016 ABS Annual Conference in Reno, Nevada,
United States

ABS Conferencia Anual 2016 en Reno, Nevada,
Estados Unidos

This year, again, the ABS is delighted to offer a best paper
award. This award is the creation of Professor Harlan Koff,
President of the Consortium for Comparative Research on
Regional Integration and Social Cohesion (RISC, University of
Luxembourg. RISC is proud to sponsor a yearly best paper
award to be presented at the annual meeting of the
Association of Borderlands Studies (ABS).

Este año, de Nuevo, la ABS se complace en ofrecer un premio al
mejor trabajo escrito.

The award, selected by a committee of scholars from the ABS
and the RISC Consortium, will recognize the best paper
submitted by the deadline, and presented in persona by at
least one author and conference participant duly registered at
the WSSA and ABS annual conference.
The award committee will only consider ABS original paper on
“The borders in the XXI century: Border institutions and
governance”.
The paper selected for this award will be submitted for
publication in the journal Regions & Cohesion. The author(s) will
also receive a certificate and 250 Euros.
Submissions are to be sent by March 3, 2016 to Dr. Guadalupe
Correa-Cabrera, at guadalupe.correacabrera@utrgv.edu
Members of the RISC Award Committee will evaluate the paper
towards the award and cash prize, yet the ABS reserves the
right not to grant prizes if papers are not of adequate
professional quality.
2016 ABS Best Paper Award Advisory Committee:
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (University of Texas RGV, Brownsville
Campus); Christophe Sohn (Luxembourg Institute of SocioEconomic Research (LISER) and
Naomi Chi (Hokkaido
University, Japan).

Este premio fue instituido por el Profesor Harlan Koff,
Presidente del Consorcio de Investigacion Comparativa en
Integración Regional y Cohesión Social (RISC, Universidad de
Luxemburgo).
RISC se enorgullece de patrocinar un premio anual al mejor
trabajo escrito que se presente en el Congreso Anual de la
Asociación de Estudios Fronterizos (ABS).
El premio, seleccionado por un Comité de Expertos de la ABS y
del Consorcio RISC, se otorgará al mejor trabajo escrito enviado
en el plazo establecido, y presentado en persona por al menos
un autor, debidamente registrado en la Conferencia Anual de la
WSSA y de la ABS.
Sólo se considerarán los trabajos originales escritos
presentados en la Conferencia Anual de la ABS circunscritos en
la temática central: “Las fronteras en el siglo XXI: Instituciones y
gobernanza transfronteriza”.
El trabajo seleccionado para el premio será publicado en la
Revista Regions & Cohesion. El (los) autor (es) también recibirá
(n) un diploma y 250 Euros.
Los trabajos deberán ser enviados antes del 3 de marzo de
2016 a la Dra. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, al correo electrónico:
guadalupe.correacabrera@utrgv.edu
Los miembros del Comité de Premiación del RISC evaluarán el
trabajo escrito para la entrega del reconocimiento y el dinero
en efectivo. Sin embargo, la ABS se reserva el derecho de no
asignar los premios si los trabajos no se consideran de
suficiente calidad profesional.
Comité Asesor Premio al Mejor Trabajo Escrito ABS 2016:
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (Universidad de Texas RGV, Campus
Brownsville); Christophe Sohn (Instituto de Luxemburgo de
Investigación Socioeconómica (LISER) y Naomi Chi (Universidad
de Hokkaido, Japón).

Regions and Cohesion / Regiones y Cohesión

SSN: 2152-906X (Print)

Website: http://www.berghahnbooks.com/journals/reco/

ISSN: 2152-9078 (Online)

Publisher: Berghahn Journals

3 issues pa. (spring, summer, winter)

Editors: Harlan Koﬀ and Carmen Maganda, RISC
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Call for Student Participation
The Association for Borderlands Studies (ABS) extends a special invitation to graduate and undergraduate students who are interested in borderland
issues to take part in our upcoming meeting. Towards this goal, we are happy to announce the continuation of our Student Paper Competition in
which four cash awards will be offered to the best student papers presented at the conference.
•
•
•
•

$250 U.S. for best graduate student paper
$125 U.S. for second place graduate paper
$150 U.S. for the best undergraduate student paper, and
$75 U.S. for the second place undergraduate paper.

The first place graduate paper will be automatically considered for publication in the Journal of Borderlands Studies.
The specific guidelines of this paper competition are as follows:
1) Papers must be sole-authored by the student submitting the paper, not co-authored with a faculty advisor or other student(s).
2) Papers must be original work developed as a conference research paper, not a project report for funded work.
3) Manuscripts should be no longer than 25 pages, double-spaced with 12 point text and 1 inch margins, or approximately 6000 words in
length. Manuscripts should also comply with the guidelines for articles to be submitted to the Journal of Borderlands Studies; consult
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjbs20#.UjdNR2QY140 for these formal guidelines.
4) Students must present the paper at the conference to qualify for the prizes.
Students must also be full time students and current members of the ABS at the time of the conference, although students can certainly join as part
of the registration process. We ask that students have their faculty advisor confirm their student status and level of study at the time the paper
is submitted via EMAIL communication to Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, at guadalupe.correacabrera@utrgv.edu
Students must submit a typed, professional quality manuscript to Dr. Correa-Cabrera by March 3, 2016. Members of the Committee on Student
Participation will evaluate the written document towards the award of the cash prize, yet the ABS reserves the right not to grant prizes if papers are
not of adequate professional quality. For further information, feel free to contact Dr. Correa.
2016 ABS Best Paper Student Competition Committee:
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (University of Texas RGV, Brownsville Campus); Adriana Dorfman (Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil) and
Paul Richardson (The University of Manchester, UK).

Convocatoria para Estudiantes
La Asociación de Estudios Fronterizos (ABS) invita a las y los estudiantes de licenciatura y posgrado que estén interesados (as) en temas de frontera a
participar en la próxima Conferencia que se realizará en Portland, Oregon, EE.UU., del 13 al 16 de abril de 2016. Interesa estimular la participación
estudiantil y por ello se hace una invitación para presentar ensayos relacionados con el tema central de la Conferencia. Los mejores ensayos se
premiaran de la siguiente manera:
•
•
•
•

$ 250 dólares para el mejor trabajo escrito de un estudiante de posgrado
$ 125 dólares para el segundo mejor trabajo escrito de un estudiante postgrado
$ 150 dólares para el mejor trabajo escrito de los estudiantes de pregrado
$ 75 dólares para el segundo mejor trabajo escrito de un estudiante de pregrado.

Los premios se otorgan en efectivo en dólares americanos.
Además de los premios en efectivo, el ensayo que reciba el primer lugar de los estudiantes de posgrado será automáticamente publicado en la
Revista Borderlands Studies.
Criterios de participación:
1) Los trabajos deberán ser escritos solamente por el estudiante que presenta el documento, no puede tener co-autores de algún tutor (a) de
su Institución o de otro (a) estudiante (s).
2) Los ensayos deberán ser inéditos desarrollados como un trabajo de investigación de la conferencia. No se consideraran informes de
proyectos financiados.
3) Los trabajos deben ser de no más de 25 páginas, a doble espacio con un texto de 12 puntos y márgenes de 1 pulgada, o aproximadamente
6,000 palabras de extensión. Los manuscritos también deberán cumplir con las especificaciones de los artículos que se presentan en la
Revista Borderlands Studies (Consultar http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rjbs20#.UjdNR2QY140) .
4) Los estudiantes deberán presentar su ensayo en la conferencia para poder concursar.
Los estudiantes deben ser de tiempo completo y estar registrados (as) como miembros de la ABS al momento de la conferencia, y también si lo
desean pueden apoyar en el proceso de registro. Para comprobar que son estudiantes de tiempo completo se les solicitará que su asesor envíe una
carta especificando su estatus y nivel de estudios a través de correo electrónico dirigido a la Dra. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera:
guadalupe.correacabrera@utrgv.edu
Los estudiantes deben presentar un manuscrito de calidad profesional y enviarlo por correo electrónico a la Dra. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera antes
del 3 de marzo de 2016.
Los miembros del Comité de Participación de los estudiantes evaluarán el documento escrito para la concesión del premio en efectivo, sin embargo,
el ABS se reserva el derecho de no otorgar los premios si los documentos no son de calidad profesional adecuada. Para mayor información, favor de
contactar por correo electrónico a la Dra. Correa.
Comité de Selección al Mejor Trabajo de Estudiantes ABS 2016:
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera (Universidad de Texas RGV, Campus Brownsville); Adriana Dorfman (Universidad Federal de Río Grande do Sul, Brasil) and
Paul Richardson (Universidad de Manchester, Reino Unido).
ABS Executive Secretariat
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-Call for PapersAssociation for Borderland Studies

2016 European Conference
Differences and Discontinuities in a ‘Europe without Borders’
4–7 October 2016, University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg
In cooperation with the UniGR-Center for Border Studies

In 2016 the biannual European
Conference of the Association for
Borderland Studies (ABS) will be
hosted by the University of
Luxembourg. The Conference will take
place at the Belval campus, in close
proximity to the French-Luxembourg
border, and in cooperation with the
University of the Greater Region
(UniGR) – a confederation of six
universities
from
Luxembourg
(University of Luxembourg), Germany
(University
of
Kaiserslautern,
Saarland University, University of
Trier),
France
(University
of
Lorraine), and Belgium (University of
Liège). The conference is thematically
connected to the 30-year anniversary
of the Schengen Agreement, which
was signed in the Luxembourg village
of Schengen. The conference wants to
test the vision of a ‘Europe without
borders’, by considering questions
that focus on mobility, diversity,
responsibility and change from a
multidisciplinary perspective. The
questioning
should
consider
differences as well as discontinuities
in a spatial, social and temporal
perspective.
With the abolition of regular border
controls in Schengen Europe, and the fall
of the iron curtain, the field of Border
Studies has opened up new objects of
research and has experienced a noticeable
development boost. Although the initial
focus was on freight, services, capital and
passenger traffic, and the resulting
questions in relation to spatial, political,
cultural and social aspects, this was
followed by
social constructivist
approaches and relational thinking. The
idea of a ‘borderless world’ has become
popular, with a certain sensibility for the
processes of ‘new border demarcation’.
The conference aims at further expansion
of this sensibility and reinforced attention
"
22

to the processes of demarcation, for there
are not only radical cultural and political
changes in Europe, but also concerns to
open up differences and discontinuities:
1.

as resources e.g. as driving forces for
exchange, movement and learning

2.

as instruments e.g. in critical power
perspectives on governance and
marginalisation

3.

as materialisation e.g. in social,
aesthetic or spatial manifestations.

The conference aims to intensify this
multidisciplinary dialogue with an
orientation that understands differences
and discontinuities as resulting from
economic, institutional and social
processes, and through a border studies
approach that seeks deeper reflection on
categories of difference and discontinuity.
The focus then is on mobility, diversity,
responsibility
and
change,
with
differences as well as discontinuities
considered through a spatial, social and
temporal perspective.
Contributions in the following areas, and
beyond, are therefore welcome: papers
that develop theoretical models and
concepts, present empirical case studies or
show scientific desiderata. Moreover,
paper proposals from practitioners and
institutional representatives that deal
with questions of border areas are also
welcome.
Mobility and multi-locality
Mobility, has long been considered as a
central characteristic of the social reality
of life. Mobilities can be examined within
different thematic structures, where they
can
be
discussed
as
circular,
unidirectional, or consecutive movements.
With regards to cross-border mobilities,
streams, borders and differences can turn
out to be central driving forces for
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movements and spatial continuities.
Equally they can limit cross-border
mobilities
and
(re-)
produce
discontinuities. Therefore, emphasis needs
to be placed on the consistency of borders
being viewed as either permeable or
resilient. Both of these borders
characteristics can be understood as the
result of powerful-instrumental acting as
well as, paradoxically, expressions of
social practice in cross-border regions.
Thus, the gained permeability of
European borders can encourage spatial
continuities
whilst,
simultaneously,
borders can recover their resistance. This
divergent dynamic can be lead back to
differences and discontinuities which can,
however, as driving forces for mobility,
lose their attraction due to practised
mobility and familiarity. Furthermore,
differences and discontinuities can be
observed in scope of themes where
mobilities effect the emergence of new
spatial configurations. Such spatial
emergences resulting from multilocality
in cross-border contexts, are often
described as social spaces, spaces of
borders, functional spaces and the like.
This in turn can cause new border
demarcations. This refers to an often
neglected reciprocal relationship between
the overcoming of differences and
discontinuities through mobility in
creating
(new)
differences
and
discontinuities
Multilingualism and diversity
The term of diversity is spread in different
scopes and always related to plurality and
dealing with difference. Thereby we can
differentiate between perspectives of
outward demarcation, an internal
differentiation or a productive-creative
recombination of differences. In the
context of cross-border regions, the focus
is mainly on linguist and cultural
diversity in social and cultural studies.
Depending on the research…
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context, they can be seen as resources or as
powerful instruments.
Diversity as a resource is relevant when –
territorial as well non-territorial – crossborder regions are considered as places of
interactions of distinct systems, codes,
linguistic and cultural repertoires where
differences liquefy and form creative
alliances. From this perspective, crossborder areas are privileged contexts to
study (cultural or linguistic) forms of
betweenness and they can give
information about dynamic developments
on superior spatial levels. Diversity as a
powerful instrument is taken into account
when differences are projected and used to
establish
(social)
discontinuities.
Similarly, strategic negation of diversity
e.g. through (cultural or linguistic)
normalization can be seen as a powerful
practice. These processes that aim at the
construction of (cultural and linguistic)
borders or the homogenisation of (cultural
and linguistic) diversity can be studied
through discursive-media attributions
and/or social practises as well as in a
diachronic and synchronic perspective.
Growth and sustainability
For some years now capitalist market
systems have been criticised while the
interest in alternatives to growth based
economic models has increased. In this
context, as well as under the impression of
current economic- and structural crisis
cities,
regions
and
citizens
are
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increasingly
searching
for
more
sustainable approaches. This development
is called ‘transition’ and not only marks a
break in the handling of environmental
and energy political questions, but is
confronted with specific conditions in
border regions. Cross-border sustainable
transition processes need to overcome
discontinuities that result from e.g.
differences of systems, political cultures or
a complex situation of involved actors.
Simultaneously, there is enormous
potential for the development of
innovative approaches in cross-border
regions due to the diversity of strategies,
initiatives, actors and structures based on
differences. Therefore, the study of
sustainable transition in cross-border
regions can discuss differences and
discontinuities as a specific challenge, but
also as opportunities for creativeproductive solutions.

destabilisation
(instability).
Both
categories describe differences and
discontinuities as dynamic processes that
are essential for theory-based research of
borders phenomenon, and realities of life
under
increased
conditions
of
contingency. Interested participants are
asked to submit a short abstract of max.
3.000 characters (incl. space characters)
using the following online form:

Instability and change

Details for writing the proposal

The categories ‘instability’ and ‘change’
are form their own scope in spite of their
transversal character. The discussion of
‘instability’ and ‘change’ aims to
contribute to a stronger theorisation
within border studies. Following diverse
developments in different disciplines, we
can discuss models and methodologies that
deal with the conceptualisation and
exploration of discontinuities and
transformation in time (change), as well
as with processes of subversion and

•

Max. 3.000 characters (incl. space
characters)

•

Title of the paper

•

Short bibliography (max. 2 000
characters incl. space characters)

•

Contact address (institution, E-mail,
phone and postal address)

•

4-5 keywords

•

Papers should be in English language

www.abseurope2016.eu
(Please first register at the website and
then upload your paper proposal.)
Closing date for the paper proposals:
15 February 2016
Feedback for submitters: 15 April 2016
For further information:

www.abseurope2016.eu

Call for Proposals
To Serve as the Executive Secretary and Treasurer of the

For The Period 2017-2021
*

*

*

The Executive Officers and the Board of the Association for Borderlands Studies invite interested institutions to submit proposals to
serve as Executive Secretary and Treasurer of the organization. The Executive Officers and the Board look forward to entering into
discussions about ways in which the new hosting institution and the new Executive Secretary and Treasurer could contribute to
maintain and expand the organization. The term of the new Executive Secretary and Treasurer will begin officially on June 1, 2017.
Proposals should include a letter of support signed by the President of the hosting institution, expressing the appropriate
commitments and a plan of action to fulfill these duties. Please click here for the full call
The deadline for submitting a statement of interest:
The deadline for submitting a full proposal:

April 8, 2016
September 30, 2016

Statements of interest and full proposals should be submitted by aforementioned deadlines to the president of the ABS:
Dr. Akihiro Iwashista, Email: iwasi@slav.hokudai.ac.jp, Tel: +81-11-706-2388, Fax: +81-11-706-4952
For questions and inquiries, please contact the ABS Executive Officers

ABS Executive Secretariat
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Border Regions in Transition (BRIT) Conference

Cities, States & Borders
From the Local to the Global
17-20 May, 2016, Hamburg (Germany) – Sønderborg (Denmark)

Welcome to BRIT 2016!
The 15th Border Regions in Transition (BRIT) Conference,
one of the leading international scientific conferences on
borders and borderlands, will take place between Hamburg
and Sønderborg on May 17-20, 2016. The objective of the
conference organized by the University of Southern
Denmark, the University of Hamburg and the HafenCity
University Hamburg is to rethink the complicated
relationships that bind cities and state borders. The
conference will offer a unique opportunity to explore the
collaborative or competitive strategies of this odd couple
under the current circumstances of globalization.
Particular attention will be paid to the conceptual and

"
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empirical contributions that explore, from the global to the
local, the globalized cross-border metropolis and its flows,
the reunited city and its scars, the divided city and its
walls, the securitized city and its border controls, the small
city and its relative indifference to borders, or the border
markets and its overflowing activity. The conference will
make a significant contribution to the academic and policy
debates related to the opening and securitization of borders
in Denmark, the European Union, and the world.
More information about the conference can be found on
www.sdu.dk/brit2016 or by contacting the conference chair
Olivier J. Walther (brit2016@sam.sdu.dk).
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BORDER STUDIES DOWN UNDER:
Workshop on Borders and Non-State/Sub-state Actors

March 7-8, 2016, Wellington, New Zealand
*

*

*

The Victoria University of Wellington and the Association for Borderlands Studies invite
proposals for individual papers and complete panels for a workshop on borders and nonstate/sub-state actors that will take place on Monday-Tuesday, 7-8 March 2016, at Victoria
University of Wellington in Wellington, New Zealand. To date, border studies have tended to focus
on state actors and neglect the role and place of non-state and sub-state actors, such as civil
society groups, local governments and individuals, in border related issues. This two-day
workshop aims to explore the border roles of these varied actors and point to similarities and
differences across various regions.
Topics may include (but are not limited to):
• The role of non-state and sub-state actors in territorial disputes
• The effects of territorial disputes on local communities
•
•
•

Non-state actors and the construction of national identities
Regionalism and non-state/sub-state actors
Border control and non-state/sub-state actors

•

Borderlands and non-state/sub-state actors

Proposals for panels/papers, and further inquiries, should be sent to Dr. Alexander Bukh at Alexander.Bukh@vuw.ac.nz.
Proposals should include the title of the individual paper or panel, an abstract (max. 200 words) and a short author bio
(about 100 words). The deadline for submitting proposals is 20 November 2015. Accepted proposals will be notified by 10
December 2015. The workshop will be open to public.
A participation fee of 100 USD will cover coffee breaks as well as lunch and dinner on the 7th of March. Unfortunately we
are unable to offer any travel grants and all participants will be expected to cover their personal travel expenses and
accommodation in Wellington.
On the 6th of March we will have a half day study tour to Te Papa Museum and on the 9th of March there will be an
optional ferry trip to the South Island (at additional cost).
This workshop is organized as part of a Royal Society of New Zealand Marsden Fund research project. The workshop is
one of a series of initiatives that will serve to mark the planned inauguration of an ABS Japan Chapter at the newlyestablished Centre for Asia-Pacific Future Studies, Kyushu University.
Organizing and Program Committee:
•
•

Dr. Alexander Bukh, Victoria University of Wellington
Dr. Akihiro Iwashita, ABS President
Dr. Jussi Laine, ABS Executive Secretary and Treasurer

•

Edward Boyle, CAFS, Kyushu University

•

ABS Executive Secretariat
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Call for Abstracts

Conference III
Borderscapes and Beyond: Change and Continuities in Thinking, Writing, Making Borders
28-30 January 2016, Barcelona

Completing almost four years of sustained effort in tracing
conceptual change in understandings of borders, the
EUBORDERSCAPES (www.euborderscapes.eu) project, funded
by the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme for
Research and Technological Innovation, will organise its final
scientific conference in Barcelona. The conference will take place
28-30 January, 2016 and will be organised by the Universitat
Autónoma de Barcelona in cooperation with the University of
Eastern Finland.

We therefore invite papers that elaborate the borderscapes idea in terms
of concrete theoretical and empirical explorations. There are no
restrictions regarding themes or topic, but the following provide possible
examples of conceptual strands that could be developed.
-

EUBORDERSCAPES studies conceptual change linked to fundamental
social, economic, cultural and geopolitical understandings of state
borders. Major paradigmatic shifts in scientific debate are also
considered. While state borders are the basic frame of reference, our
approach emphasises the social significance and subjectivities of state
borders while critically interrogating “objective” categories of state
territoriality and international relations. The project is not only focused
at more general and abstract levels of conceptual change but also
investigate concrete impacts of borders. EUBORDERSCAPES thus
compares and contrasts how different and often contested
conceptualisations of state borders (in terms of their political, social,
cultural and symbolic significance) resonate in concrete contexts at the
level of everyday life.
The concept of borderscapes is not a mere trendy neologism, it provides
an analytical gateway to understanding the multidimensional and
dialogic nature of border-making. Thinking in terms of borderscapes
highlights tensions between institutional and formal modes of political
agency and informal social action; it also relates the normative, even
hegemonic, dimensions of borders and borderlands to social realities of
border negotiation, resistance, de-bordering and transcendence. Beyond
geopolitical imaginaries based on monologic and monolithic framings of
national interests and threats we see the emergence of numerous
counter-hegemonic borderscapes that are transnational, intercultural,
intersectional. Within borderscapes we find specific practices, claims,
and counterclaims rather than only normative stories of EU policies and
geopolitical rationales.
Taking borderscapes as an analytical lens and conceptual tool, the
conference seeks to develop interdisciplinary conceptual strands in
border studies that interpret borders as dynamic social and political
spaces. Furthermore, these spaces are composed of diverse actors,
discourses, practices, forces, and interests. Anchored in this
understanding, we can conceive borders as situations and contexts – as
fields of social relations that are territorial, relational, networked as well
as imaginative. In this conference, which is open to all those interested
in the development of the field of border studies, we will take stock of the
progress made by the EUBORDERSCAPES project. However, the main
objective of the conference is to provide an open forum for the discussion
of borders in their complex social dimensions.

"
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mapping and interpreting borderscapes in different regional
contexts
relating political and social borders to understandings of
Europe and a sense of European citizenship
reconceptualising European “Neighbourhood” including more
egalitarian notions of regional cooperation
ethical questions of local control versus wider community and
its humanitarian obligations
borderscapes and questions of political in/visibility of different
actors and groups

Deadline for abstract submission: 15 December 2015
Abstracts should be max. 300 words and include relevant author data
and affiliations.
Abstracts can be sent to:
Xavier Ferrer Gallardo (Xavier.Ferrer.Gallardo@uab.cat)
Jussi Laine (jussi.laine@uef.fi)
James Scott (james.scott@uef.fi)
Please send your abstract to all the three addresses.

EUBORDERSCAPES (290775) is Funded by the European
Commission under the 7th Framework Programme
(FP7-SSH-2011-1), Area 4.2.1 The evolving concept of borders

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland
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** CALL FOR PAPERS **
The UH CSAS invites papers and panel proposals for its 33rd Annual Spring Symposium:

Borders & Mobility
Conference Dates: April 6-8, 2016
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa (Honolulu)

Deadline to submit proposals: January 15th, 2016
Borders and migration as political and academic topics have taken on a new urgency with rising concerns
over the mass movement of people across the globe. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
found that 14 million people were displaced in 2014, the largest number in a single year since World War II.
In South Asia, conversations about borders and migration tend to center around Partition. However, this
symposium aims at a broader engagement among scholars of South Asia and its diaspora about borders
and migration across other time periods, places, and communities.
We are interested in disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches to understanding the forces that have and
are shaping borders. We invite papers that approach borders as material, psychic, and performative sites.
How do nations, institutions, events, and migrants’ everyday practices reveal the ways by which borders are
constructed, disrupted, and/or traversed? What cross-border practices attest to the porosity of borders as
well as the various states’ attempts to secure them? How has the hardening of borders globally affected
migrants from South Asia? The symposium intends to bring together scholars and activists who take a
critical approach to the dynamics of border making and migration practices within the context of various
configurations of local and global inequalities.

The presentations could cover topics and themes such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aesthetic approaches to borders and mobility
Everyday life in the borderlands
Gender, sexuality and migration
Archiving of refugee experiences
Refugee resettlement
Militarization and regimes of border security
Statelessness and identity
Land and maritime border disputes and agreements

Keynote Speakers
Vazira Zamindar, Department of History, Brown University, & author of The Long Partition and
the Making of Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories.
Harsha Walia, journalist, cofounder of the Vancouver chapter of ‘No One is Illegal,’ & author of
Undoing Border Imperialism
Jason Cons, Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, University of Texas at Austin, & author of
Sensitive Space: Anxious Territory at the India-Bangladesh Border.
Please send 200-word abstracts for individual papers by email to csas@hawaii.edu.
If proposing an entire panel, please also include a paragraph-length rationale and a proposed title for the panel.
A limited amount of free lodging will be available to participants.

Website: www.hawaii.edu/csas/
ABS Executive Secretariat
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Contact: csas@hawaii.edu

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland

2
" 7

L

A

Publications
Brambilla, C., J. Laine, J. W. Scott & G. Bocchi
(2015). Introduction: Thinking, Mapping,
Acting and Living Borders under
Contemporary Globalisation. In: Brambilla,
C., J. Laine, J. W. Scott & G. Bocchi, eds.
Borderscaping: Imaginations and Practices of
Border Making, pp. 1–9. Ashgate, London.
Brown, C. (2015). “Water resource issues and
potential for an emerging management
framework in the Tijuana River Watershed.”
Paper presented at the 2015 Annual Meeting
of the Association for Borderland Studies.
Portland, OR. 9 April 2015.
Brown, C. (2015). Scale and Subnational
Resource Management: Transnational
Initiatives in the Salish Sea Region. Review of
Policy Research. 32(1): 60-78.
Brown, C., C. Hammond, and A. Zia (2014).
“Environmental diplomacy & communitybased efforts to enhance resilience of the Lake
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the Borders in Globalization Conference,
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24 September 2014.
Brown, C., C. Hammond, and A. Zia (2014).
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Border Disputes: A Global Encyclopedia
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, Editor
Border disputes are a common source of political instability and military conflict around the globe, both
in the present day and throughout history.
An ideal resource for anyone studying current events, social studies, geopolitics, conflict resolution, and
political science, this three-volume set provides broad coverage of approximately 80 current international
border disputes and conflicts. Border disputes are a common source of political instability and military
conflict around the globe, both in the present day and throughout history. Border disputes are a common
source of political instability and military conflict around the globe, both in the present day and
throughout history. Border Disputes: A Global Encyclopedia will serve as an invaluable resource for
students studying social studies, political science, human geography, or related subjects.
Each volume of this expansive encyclopedia begins with an accessible introduction to the type of dispute
to be discussed, identifying the conflict as territorial (Volume 1), positional (Volume 2), or functional
(Volume 3). Following the background essay in each volume are comprehensive case study entries on
specific international conflicts, examining the disputed area, the reasons for the dispute, and cultural,
political, historical, and legal issues relating to the dispute. The third volume will also provide primary
documents of legal rulings and important resolutions of various disputes, as well as profiles of key
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commissions.
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•

Supplies introductory essays at the beginning of each volume that explain
the type of dispute to be examined, providing students with a solid
foundation as they examine the case study entries

•

Includes excerpts and full text of important primary source documents
such as key court rulings and treaties resolving border disputes

•

Supports the national geography standards curriculum for high school
students as well as the Advanced Placement (AP) human geography topics

•

Provides a glossary of key terms and concepts, numerous maps, and a
bibliography of sources of further information

Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, PhD, is professor in the School of Public Administration at the University of Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada. The director of University of Victoria's European Union Center of Excellence, he also
holds a Jean Monnet Chair in European urban and border region policy. Brunet-Jailly is chief editor of Journal of
Borderlands Studies and author of several books and nearly 100 articles and book chapters. He received his
doctorate at the University of Western Ontario.

View this product in our online catalog
To order or for more information please contact:
Customer Service, 130 Cremona Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93117
805.968.1911, fax: 866.270.3856, sales@abc-clio.com
For information regarding subsidiary rights please contact rights@abc-clio.com
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birgit.leick@uni-bayreuth.de

Fabienne

Leloup

Catholic University of Louvain

Belgium

fabienne.leloup@uclouvain-mons.be

Nickel

Lennard

University of Munster

Germany

lennard@nickel-hamburg.de

Christian

Leuprecht

Royal Military College of Canada

Canada

christian.leuprecht@rmc.ca

Ilkka

Liikanen

University of Eastern Finland

Finland

ilkka.liikanen@uef.fi

Cindy

Lintz

American Research Center in Sofia,
Virginia Tech

USA

lintz4@hotmail.com

Marie-Eve

Loiselle

Australian National University

Australia

marie-eve.loiselle@anu.edu.au

Mónica Lorena

Sánchez Limón

Universidad Autónoma de Tamaulipas

Mexico

msanchel@uat.edu.mx

James

Loucky

Western Washington University

USA

james.loucky@wwu.edu

Jenna M

Loyd

Zilber School of Public Health

USA

jloyd@uwm.edu

Thomas

Lunden

Södertörn University

Sweden

thomas.lunden@sh.se

Elizabeth

Lunstrum

York University

Canada

lunstrum@yorku.ca

Mark

Lusk

University of Texas at El Paso

USA

mwlusk@utep.edu

Donna

Lybecker

Idaho State University

USA

lybedonn@isu.edu

Maria

Lähteenmäki

University of Eastern Finland

Finland

maria.lahteenmaki@uef.fi

Venken

Machteld

University of Vienna

Austria

machteld.venken@univie.ac.at

Kenneth

Madsen

The Ohio State University at Newark

USA

madsen.34@osu.edu

Alibay

Mammadov

Azerbaijan

alibay.aze@gmail.com

Magdaleno

Manzanarez

Western New Mexico University

USA

vibora58@gmail.com

Rafael

Marrufo

Universidad Autónoma de Cd. Juàrez

Mexico

elrafamouri@hotmail.com

Oscar

Martinez

University of Arizona

USA

martineo@email.arizona.edu

Javier

Martínez Romero

Mexico

javier.martinez@uacj.mx

Graciela

Martinez Zalce

Mexico

zalce@unam.mx

Claire

Massey

University of the Saarland

Germany

claire.massey@uni-saarland.de

Evelyn

Mayer

Saarland University, Saarbrücken and
Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz

Germany

EvelynMayer@gmx.net
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Emmanuel C

Mbaezue

Institute of Peace & Strategic
Studies

Nigeria

mekmanuels@gmail.com

Alan

McDougall

University of Western Ontario

Canada

akmcdll@uwo.ca

Bhuian

Md. Monoar Kabir

University of Chittagong
Chittagong

Bangladesh

Daniel

Meier

St Antony’s College

UK

daniel.meier@graduateinstitute.ch

Andrea

Meissner

European University Viadrina

Germany

meissner@europa-uni.de

Jorge

Mendoza

El Colegio de la Frontera Norte

Mexico

emendozo@colef.mx

William

Miles

Northeastern University

USA

b.miles@neu.edu

Matt

Mitchelson

Kennesaw State University

USA

mmitch81@kennesaw.edu

Mimura

Mitsuhiro

Economic Research Institute for
Northeast Asia

Japan

José Alexandre

Monteiro

Universidade do Minho

Portugal

zealexmonteiro@gmail.com

T. Mark

Montoya

Northern Arizona University

USA

T.Montoya@nau.edu

Anna

Moraczewska

University of Maria CurieSklodowska

Poland

anna.moraczewska@wp.pl

François

Moullé

Université d'Artois

France

francois.moulle@univ-artois.fr

Inocent

Moyo

University of South Africa

South Africa

minnoxa@yahoo.com

Stephen

Mumme

Colorado State University

USA

smumme@colostate.edu

Leslie

Munoz

Carlton University

Canada

lesliemunoz@cmail.carleton.ca

David

Newman

Ben Gurion University

Israel

newman@exchange.bgu.ac.il

Heather

Nicol

Trent University

Canada

heathernicol@trentu.ca

Henrik

Nielsen

Dorf University of Eastern Finland

Finland

henrik.nielsen@uef.fi

Birte

Nienaber

University of Luxembourg

Luxembourg

birte.nienaber@uni.lu

Steve

Nivin

St. Mary’s University

USA

steve.nivin@gmail.com

Paolo

Novak

Soas

UK

pn4@soas.ac.uk

Liam

O'Dowd

Queens University Belfast

UK

l.odowd@qub.ac.uk

Alina

Oboza

University of Tromso

Norway

alina.a.oboza@uit.no

Mary

Okolie

University of Nigeria

Nigeria

mary.okolie@unn.edu.ng

Xavier

Oliveras Gonzalez

El Colegio de la Frontera Norte

Mexico

xoliveras@colef.mx

Hiroyuki

Onishi

Japan

aiueonishi@yahoo.co.jp

Lacin Idil

Oztig

Yildiz Technical University

Turkey

lacinidiltr@yahoo.com

Polly

Pallister Wilkins

Wilkins, University of Amsterdam

The Netherlands

P.E.Pallister-Wilkins@uva.nl

Ioanna

Papaioannou

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Greece

piioanna@agro.auth.gr

Tony

Payan

Rice University

USA

payan.tony@gmail.com

Jim

Peach

New Mexico State University

USA

jpeach@nmsu.edu

Rene Ejbye

Pedersen

Southern Denmark University

Denmark

reneejbye@hotmail.com

Agustin Sandez

Perez

Universidad Autonoma de Baja
California

USA

agustin.sandez@uabc.edu.mx

ABS Executive Secretariat

-

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland - PO Box 111 - FI-80101 - Joensuu, Finland

3
" 7

L

A

F

R

O

N

T

E

R

A

3

6

(

1

)

Last name

First name

Affiliation

Country

Email

Emily

Perlmeter

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

USA

emily.perlmeter@dal.frb.org

Lisa

Philips

University Of Alberta

Canada

lisa.philips@ualberta.ca

Morragotwong

Phumplab

Thammasat University

Thialand

morragotwong.phumplab@gmail.com

Maria

Picard-Ami

Universidad Nacional Autónoma
de México

Mexico

malupicardami@gmail.com

James

Pick

University of Redlands

USA

james_pick@redlands.edu

Mary

Pierce

University of Arizona

USA

piercem@email.arizona.edu

Minna

Piipponen

University of Eastern Finland

Finland

minna.piipponen@uef.fi

Iva Miranda

Pires

Universidade Nova de Lisboa

Portugal

im.pires@fcsh.unl.pt

Shayna

Plaut

University of British Columbia

Canada

shayna.plaut@gmail.com

Gabriel

Popescu

Indiana University South Bend

USA

gpopescu@iusb.edu

Les

Powner

Keele University

UK

lesliepowner@gmail.com;
l.powner@keele.ac.uk

Carolina

Prado

University of California, Berkeley

USA

carolina.prado.torres@gmail.com

Holger

Pötzsch

Tromsø University

Norway

holger.potzsch@uit.no

Micha

Rahder

LSU

USA

mrahder@lsu.edu

Manuel

Ramirez

Uni. Of Texas

USA

ramirez@psy.utexas.edu

Johann

Rathke

Technische Universität Dresden

Germany

Johann.Rathke@forst.tu-dresden.de

Corinna

Rauer

London School of Economics

UK

r.corinna@gmail.com

Anja

Reichert-Schick

Universität Trier

Germany

Anja.Reichert@uni-trier.de

Bernard

Reitel

Universite d' Artois

France

bernard.reitel@univ-artois.fr

Roman

Resendiz

University of Washington

USA

resendiz@uw.edu

Paul

Richardson

University of Manchester

UK

paulrichardson79@hotmail.com

Mari

Ristolainen

University of Tromso

University of
Tromso

mari.ristolainen@uit.no

Evelyne

Ritaine

Centre Emile Durkheim

France

everitaine@aol.com

Barbara J

Robles

Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System

USA

barbara.j.robles@frb.gov

Ana

Rodriguez
Camargo

University of Texas, El Paso

USA

arodriguez132@utep.edu

Roxana

Rodriguez Nino

Estudios Fronterizos

Mexico

estudiosfronterizos.org@gmail.com

Belinda

Roman

St. Mary’s University

USA

belinda.roman@gmail.com

Pastor Saberi

Roser

Universitat de Girona

Spain

roser87@gmail.com

Helena Kristiina

Rytövuori-Apunen

University of Tampere

Finland

helena.rytovuori-apunen@uta.fi

Sergio Peña

Saenz Rivera

El Paso Community College

USA

ssaenzri@epcc.edu

David

Salisbury

University of Richmond

USA

dsalisbu@richmond.edu

Christopher

Sands

Western Washington University

USA

christopher.sands@wwu.edu

Patrick C

Schaefer

University of Texas at El Paso

USA

pcschaefer@utep.edu

Ilona

Scherm

TU Chemnitz

Germany

ilona.scherm@phil.tu-chemnitz.de
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Johan

Schimanski

University of Oslo & Arctic
University of Tromsø

Norway

johan.schimanski@uit.no

Estela

Schindel

Konstanz University

Germany

estela.schindel@uni-konstanz.de

Lindsay

Scorgie Porter

University of Western OntarioHuron College

Canada

lindsay.scorgie@cantab.net

James

Scott

Unisversity of Eastern Finland

Finland

james.scott@uef.fi

Adrian

Selin

Higher School of Economics St.
Petersburg Brunch

Russia

adrian.selin@gmail.com

Ervin

Sezgin

Istanbul Technical University

Turkey

ervinsezgin@gmail.com

Beom Shik

Shin

Seoul National University

South Korea

sbsrus@snu.ac.kr

Buddhi

Shrestha

University of Eastern Finland

Nepal

bordernepal@gmail.com

Gianlluca

Simi

The University of Nottingham

UK

gianlluca.simi@nottingham.ac.uk

Epasto

Simona

University of Macerata

Italy

simona.epasto@unimc.it

Aranya

Siriphon

Chiang Mai University

Thailand

aranyas@yahoo.com

Christophe

Sohn

Liser

Luxembourg

christophe.sohn@liser.lu

Ilya

Solomeshch

Petrozavodsk State University

Russia

isol@sampo.ru

Bas

Spierings

Utrecht University

The Netherlands

B.Spierings@uu.nl

Kathleen

Staudt

University of Texas at El Paso

USA

kstaudt@utep.edu

Ellwyn R

Stoddard

University of Texas at El Paso

USA

LEDiva@sbcglobal.net

Katarzyna

Stoklosa

University of Southern Denmark

Denmark

stoklosa@sam.sdu.dk

Michael J.

Strauss

Centre d'Etudes Diplomatiques et
Stratégiques

France

m.strauss@wanadoo.fr

Marvin

Susott

University of Southern Indiana

USA

msusott@sycamores.indstate.edu

Sara

Svensson

Central European University

Hungary

svenssons@ceu.edu

Jeffrey Neil

Swartwood

Université Bordeaux Montaigne

France

jswartwood@aliceadsl.fr

Nakayama

Taisho

Hokkaido University

Japan

gennakayama@hotmail.com

Akihiko

Takagi

Kyushu University

Japan

takagi@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp

Minori

Takahashi

Hokkaido University

Japan

blinkende_stjerner@hotmail.com

John

Tiefenbacher

Texas State University

USA

tief@txstate.edu

Raitis

Tiliks

State Border Guard

Latvia

raitis.tiliks@gmail.com

Beatuz

Torres

Universidad Autonomo de Ciudad
Juarez

Mexico

bdiaz@uacj.mx

Laurie

Trautman

Western Washington University

USA

laurie.trautman@wwu.edu

Joaquin

Tres

Inter-American Development Bank

USA

JTRES@IADB.ORG

Juan-Manuel

Trillo-Santamaria

University of Santiago de
Compostela

Spain

juan.m.trillo.s@gmail.com

David

Trimbach

Kansas University

USA

davetrimbach@ku.edu

Dhananjay

Tripathi

South Asian University

India

dhananjay@sau.ac.in

Keiko

Tsuji Tamura

University of Kitakyushu

Japan

keikott@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
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Paula

Tulppo

University of Lapland

Finland

pjoona@ulapland.fi

Jeffery

TWU

Columbia University

USA

ct2507@columbia.edu

Martin

van der Velde

Radboud University Nijmegen

The Netherlands

M.vanderVelde@ru.nl

Sandy

Vandervalk

Carleton University

Canada

sandy.vandervalk@gmail.com

Robert G

Varady

University of Arizona

USA

rvarady@email.arizona.edu

Nick

Vaughan-Williams

University of Warwick

UK

N.Vaughan-Williams@warwick.ac.uk

Paul

Vickers

University of Giessen

Germany

paul.vickers@gcsc.uni-giessen.de

Joni

Virkkunen

University of Eastern Finland

Finland

joni.virkkunen@uef.fi

Aaron

Waggoner

University of Texas- El Paso

USA

jaaronw@gmail.com

Olivier

Walther

University of Southern Denmark

Denmark

ow@sam.sdu.dk

Scott Daniel

Warren

Arizona State University

USA

sdwarren@asu.edu

Birte

Wassenberg

University of Strasbourg IEP

France

Birtewassenberg@aol.com

Christopher

Wastian

University of Bremen

Austria

borders@gmx.eu

Randy

Widdis

University of Regina

Canada

randy.widdis@uregina.ca

Annekathrin

Wilke

Humboldt-Viadrina School of
Governance Germany

Germany

Wilke.Annekathrin@googlemail.com

Edward J

Williams

University of Arizona

USA

edwill@cableone.net

Tamar Diana

Wilson

University of Missouri

USA

tamardiana@yahoo.com

Stephen

Wolfe

University of Tromso

Norway

stephen.wolfe@uit.no

David

Wolff

Hokkaido University

Japan

urutu@usa.net

Nancy

Wonders

Northern Arizona University

USA

nancy.wonders@gmail.com

Maria

Woolson

University of Arizona

USA

mwoolson@email.arizona.edu

Hironubu

Yamagami

Japan Center for Borderlands
Studies

Japan

yamagami@yamagami.com

Carsten

Yndigegn

University of Southern Denmark

Denmark

cy@sam.sdu.dk

Judith

Zaffirini

Zaffirini Communications

USA

zaffcomm@zaffirini.com

Jörg

Zorbach

Germany

joergzorbach@gmail.com

Mirza

Zulfiqur Rahman

India

mirzalibra10@gmail.com
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Johannes Gutenberg-University,
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La Frontera

The Association for
Borderlands Studies (ABS)
is the leading international
scholarly association
dedicated exclusively to the
systematic interchange of
ideas and information
relating to international
border areas. Founded in
1976 with the original
emphasis on the study of the
United States-Mexico
borderlands region, the
Association has grown
steadily. It now encompasses
an interdisciplinary
membership of scholars at
more than one hundred
academic, governmental
institutions, and NGOs
representing the Americas,
Asia, Africa and Europe.

La Association for
Borderlands Studies (ABS)
es la principal entidad
internacional y académica
que se dedica exclusivamente
al intercambio constante de
ideas e información
relacionadas con las áreas
fronterizas internacionales.
Fundada en 1976 con el
original énfasis en el estudio
de la región fronteriza entre
Estados Unidos y México, la
asociación ha estado en
constante crecimiento. A día
de hoy, abarca la sociedad
interdisciplinaria de miembros
académicos para más de cien
instituciones
gubernamentales y
académicas, y para ONG
presentes en América, Asia,
África y Europa.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership benefits include
the Journal of Borderlands
Studies, our online newsletter,
La Fronterra. Members
receive information about
international borderlands
conferences.

JOURNAL
Our primary publication is the
Journal of Borderlands
Studies, published four times
a year. It has, for more than a
decade, distinguished itself as
a leading forum for
borderlands research.

CONFERENCES
ABS Annual Meetings are
held with the Western Social
Science Association‘s annual

conference. Next conference
will be in April 8-11, 2014 in
Portland, Oregon.

FUTURE CONFERENCES
2016 Reno, Nevada –
•
April 13 – 16
2017 San Francisco,
•
California – April 12 – 15
2018 San Antonio, Texas
•
– April 4 – 7
2019 San Diego,
•
California – April 24 – 27
RESOURCES
ABS is in the process of
forging links with other
research institutions
internationally, most recently
with The Centre for
International Borders
Research (CIBR).

ABS and CIBR have
collaborated in the
compilation of an extensive
selected Borders
Bibliography. The
bibliography contains work on
state borders, border regions,
borderlands, cross-border cooperation and trans-national
governance. It is available in
sections corresponding to
regional categories, or can be
accessed as a single file
ordered alphabetically by
author.
Suggestions for new
references are welcome.
Contact: absexec@uef.fi
ABS is endeavoring to keep
the links as accurate and upto-date as possible.

Officers
Dr. Akihiro Iwashita — President
Dr. Martha Patricia Barraza de Anda — President Elect & 2016 Conference Chair
Dr. Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera — Vice President
Dr. Francisco Lara — 2nd Vice President
Dr. Martin van der Velde — Past President
Dr. Jussi P. Laine — Executive Secretary & Treasurer
Dr. James W. Scott — Vice Executive Secretary

Board of Directors
2013-2016 Term
Dr. Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary
Dr. Paul P. Richardson
Dr. T. Mark Montoya
2014-2017 Term
Dr. Joan B. Anderson
Dr. Adriana Dorfman
Dr. Christophe Sohn
2015-2018 Term
Laurie Trautman
Dhananjay Tripathi
César Fuentes

Executive Secretary
Contact by email: absexec@uef.fi or via mail at:

ABS Executive Secretariat
c/o Karelian Institute, University of Eastern Finland
PO Box 111, FI-80101 Joensuu, Finland
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